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I send herevi th the papers rece i ved from 
o 

P . G. Joshi vvhich I mentioned to Additional secretary 

this r:1orning together v/i th the copy of my interim 

reply . I should be glad if Additional Secretary -
would have these papers exaI:lined in the meanwhile . 

) 

22 . 3 . 43 
Addl . Secy . 

I have read Mr.Joshi's main lett er and some 

of t he Provincial repor ts. .1hey are of such enormous 

length that it would be impossible to examine them here 

in any detail; and I think that, if .we are to pursue 

the rna t ter, as I rec orrmend we sh·ol-.ld, we shall have to ' 

send the repor ts to t he Provinces concerned .for t heir 

-remarks. In doing so, we should also send a summary 
~ 

of Mr.Joshi's thesis, which is also of portentous ' 

length. 

2. From a brief survey, it would appear that 
St;.44~ 

of the Provincial reports are in the same ~, and 

many of them are, I imagine, written up by Mr.Joshi -I 

himself. In each case, there is a grandiloquent accoun~ j 
'n 

of~.the Partyt s achievements, coupled with an even more ·1 

darrming indictment of the Government attitude. In 

practically every Province, it seems, Government and 

their servants have gone out of their way to arrest all 
o~ 

the wrong people -- thereby leaving the fieldAfor the .... 
~sterious fifth column, of whose existence Governmenl 

and their officers are presumed to have 

unaware. The nearest approach to a definition 
. (I U "'~;"'" 

fifth column is the constant ei' J 1'" It- to 

Socialist Party 

Trotsky1te COIlll(lJlJ~~l~.,,, 

f 
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no reaso9wnatever to believe that any Government went 

out of its way to leave these people alore. 

3) On the other hand, it nay be true that a 

certain number of genuine communists have been unneces

sarily, or even maliciously, arrested by the Police and I 

it would do no harm to send the reports round to the 

Provinces,if only because of the repeated assurances 

they contain of the Party's desire to counter sabotage. 

These assurances do, to some extent, commit the Party to 
"aJ<: 

cooperation with Government, however much they may :it 
kowC4JG.t 

the sound of those words. The fact, L *fl;nk, is that 

the communists are the sort of people who must always 

be "anti· something rather than ·pro" anything (except, 

pe.rhaps, themselves and a shadowy entity called "the 

people" ). It would be scrmathing gained if w~ equId at 
pyoda...~'-1 

least drive them into the position of iccl:i:u i3lg them-
., ,t 

selves openly as anti-C.S.P. and Forward Bloc -- or, in \ 
Ie 

other words, anti-left wing Congress. 
4J ~ Ire, ~~~ ~ ~ OCJ 11::.. cPl ~c.c;"hhL4 

fJG.~ ~tL ~ CLC&f SC"c.d~'Y~ P')' r;:; 
ft-hi.G...~ c.: ~&I P~oc.-.~. f\:;, C0i/\~ 
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P.C. Joshi's memcrandum is full or exaggerated 

claims and denunciations and the Provincial notes much 

more so. It is not possible ,from info r mation available 

in the Bureau (which does not ordinarily concern itself 

with details of local importance) to comrnent adequately 

on the memorandum, still less on the voluminous notes 

that accompany it. As regards the general as pects of 

co~munist activity, the Communist Survey for the months 

of January-March,1943 - copy sent to H.V. on 6-4-43 -

provides the bes t answer to P. C.. Joshi 0' Care was taken 

i n that Survey to provide a comprehensive review from 

the all-India standpoint of recent communis t activity 

to enable H.). to see how the communist leaders were in 

practice reacting to Gover~~ent's present policy towards 

them. 

2. A few comments on certain specific points raised 

in Joshi's memorandum may be made:-

(a) "Our legali txtt (Page 1). While we' have no 
figures of arrests and detentions of co~~unists made 
in Provinces before and after August,1942, it is 
known that there have been a number of arrests in 
Madras and U.P. (mostly in connexion with Independence 
Day demonstrations). There is, however, no reason to 
suppose that the Provincial authorities are anywhere 
carrying on a drive against the communists. The 
extent to which Provinces have given effect to the 
policy of gradual release of detenus has varied; the 
real difficulty has been to distinguish communists 
from pure revolutionaries or criminals, the C.P.I. 
being always ready to claim all and sundry (e.g. the 
Kayyur murderers and the Chittagong Armoury Raid 
prisoners) as communists. In certain areas, where 
there were disturbances during the Congress rebellion 
or where stringent security measures have been under
taken (e.g. U.P., Eastern Bengal, Andhra, Orissa, 
C.P. and Bihar), bans have been imposed by the local 
authorities on the holding of public meetings and it 
is apparently these areas to which Joshi refers. As 
regards the "People's War", it is correct that U.P. 
Snecial Branch have strongly (and often justifiably) 
protested against its tone and there have been cases 
of copies being withheld in post. 

(b) "Government attitude towards us" (Page 2). The 1 
confusion caused by the C.P.I.'s changed policy early 
in 1942 in regard to its attitude towards the war led 
some of the Party members to join the N.W.F. but later, 
on the issue of specific instructions by the Central 
Committee, N.W.F. was boycotted. 

(c) "Our attitude to the Gov~rnment" (Page 5). 
strike in ' Ahmedabad Textile Mills (which had 
backing of the Textile Labour Association, 



predominantly Congress-controlled body) lasted 
from 9-8-42 to 23-11-42. The Mill Kamdar (Red 
Flag) Union's influence on workers was very 
limited; this influence was used in trying to 
persuade the weavers to demand work Q! wages for 
the period of stoppage. The' Union did not 
recommend to the workers that a demand for the 
restarting of the Mills should be made, presumably 
because the communist leaders did not want to be 
classed as less "revolutionary" than the Majur 
Mahajan (Congress-controlled). The Royists, on the 
other hand, made an attempt to collect signatures 
in support of a demand for reopening the Mills. 
As regards Jamshedpur, our information is that seven I 
labour leaders were externed from Bihar in 1939 
and in 1940-41 several others were externed or 
interne~ 

rIT:P to Juiy 1940, according to a Bihar report, 
8 communists had been detained and 3 interned 
excluding 2 interned by Central Govt. By March 
1942, there were 22 Communists or pseudo-communists 
under detention (2 Kirti workers, 3 Kisan workers, 
3 student workers, 7 terrorists and 3 labour leaders). 
This actio~ was taken before the legalization of 
the .Party; it may be assumed that the number (35) 
given by P.C. Joshi is very probably correct and 
it is true that the Kirti-cum-Communist group in 
Jamshedpur has been completely disorganized by . 
arrests, internments and externments. But the 
communists' implied contention that these persons 
would have averted the Tata Strike, had they been free, 
is open to doubt. At Cawnpore in the United . I 

Provinces, as a result of Congress Socialist efforts, 
there was a strike in connexion with the arrest 
of Congress leaders,and some workers in the Elgin I ~ , 
and other mills struck work ~'~lH;~~lo*ifi\\tIh*lA r A ~ 
Commenting on this strike, a U.P. report stated that I / 
although the communists did nothing to end the I 
strike, their general attitude waS one of 
disapproval and probably helped in preventing furthe 
trouble. The situation in Cawnpore has ~ ~~~~ 
deteriorated Since; todayts "Hindustan Times" 
reports the arrest of three communist leaders there. 
D,etails are being 9'MJt'.8tr ~cNrcaUcl • 

.. (d) "Worsening situation" (Page 6). We have no 
information that any C.I.D. is collecting the names 
and adiresses of communist workers or that Trade 
Union "agitators" are being arrested "on a fairly 
large scale". The "People's War" 'has, however, 
recently stated that arrests were made in February 
1943 (1 in C.P., 10 in Bengal, 1 in Indore and 5 
in Jamshedpur); these figures mayor may not be 
correct. 

(e) "Our demands It , (Page 8 "B and C"). The facts 
are that to protest against the measures taken by 
the authorities to put down certain subversive and 
anti-war activities, meetings and ~ruly demonstra
tions were held in various parts of Malabar on 15-9- 0 
in defiance of a ban imposed on them. One such 
demonstration waS held in Morazha (led by K.P.R. 
Gopalan and other members of the former Kerala 
Congress Committee) and resulted in the death 
(by stoning) of a sub-inspector and injuries to 
several policemep. Of 34 persons prosecuted in the 
Morazha Case 11 were office-bearers' of' various 

. peasant associations and about 15 were members of 
Aided School Teachers' ASsociations. The lower 
court sentenced 14 to various terms of imprisonment 
(ranging from 2 to 7 years) and acquitted 20: the 
latter were rearrested immediately under Rule 129 

S 

a .. 
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/~{e was arrested 
in November 1939 
(1 

of the Defence of India Rules and detained under 
the orders of the Provincial Government. On appeal 
the Madras High Court ac:quitted 5 persons, sentenced 
1 (K.P.R. Gopalan) to death, and the remaining to 
transportation for life. K.P.R. Gopalan's death 
sentence was com!71uted in March 1942 to transportation
for life QY H.E. the Governor. A similar demonstra- s. 
tion was held in Mattanur on 15-9-40 resulting in 
serious injuries to some members of the Police 
party, one of whom subsequently died. Of the 48 
persons sent up for trial 36 were members of 
various peasant organizations and 5 were members 
of Aided School Teachers' Association • . 

P.C. Joshi 1 s statement regarding Jan Mohammad 
(nicknamed Chacha Jan Mohammad) is correct. He 
advocated armed revolution to expel the British 
from India at a meeting of strikers of the Victoria 
Mills, Cawnpore, in September,1939./and sentenced in 
January 1940 to transportation for life under 
Section 12l/124-A/153 I.P.C. 

(f) As regards Prithvi Singh. He is an ex
Ghadrite with a long history who severed his 
connexion with the non-Violent Physical Culture 
Institute, Malad (near Bombay) and joined the C.P.I. 
in June 1942. He waS arrested by the Bhavnagar 
State Police about 12-10-42 at the instance of the 

. AhTIedabad Police, who suspected him to be connected 
with some bomb exulosioDs which had taken place 
there in September 1942 and in which a disciple 
of his had met his death. Commenting on his arrest 
the Poona 8.I.D. stated that though he outwardly 
professed to be a communist, he waS suspected to be 
carrying on secret terrorist activities and did not 
appear to have been loyal to the communist pro-war 
policy. 

3. So much for Josh:'s memorandum. No critical 

examination of the Provincial notes is possible here, 

owing to the absence of detailed information. The term 

"Fifth Column" as used by the communists includes 

everybody - not excluding the bureaucracyl - who does not 

fall in with the cowuunist line. There is not a very 

great deal of information in these notes which may be 

considered valuabl'e from the intelligence point of view 

and most of it is likely to be already known to 

The general t'one of these notes is not likely to commena 

itself to the Provincial authorities and the notes, in 

their present form, do not appear to be suitable for 

circulation to Provinces. 

4. The communist attitude towards Congress, a 

of considerable importance, 

Communist Survey. 
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eXPlanatory memo. which Joshi haS offered to prepare 

on the sU:bject. 

14-4-43. l 
I 

H.D. -
D.I.B •. ufo No. <.o/h<t~l.,ijJ ~ APR 1 ~ 1943 

r mentioned this case to H .H. this morning when Ur., 

. Ahmed was l>!'esent. In spite of' the latter's view that I 
it would be a mistake ~o send the :provincial reports to , 

the Provinces concerned, ' r am still inclined to think 

that we ShoUld" do so. We could. send. them with a coverin~ 

letter which would explain that we had no doubt that many 
we.: 

of the claims made were grossly exaggerated and Lhat ~ 

had no intention of Questioning the action taken by the 
- . I 

Provincial Government • . At the same time we _ considered 

that tne re:ports did amount to an attern:pt on the part of' 

the CoIJlIllunist party to justify themselves in the eyes ofj 

GOVe:ro!llent and, to that extent, to ramge themselves on 

the side 01' GOvernment and de:f1nit ely against the J-ert 

wing el.ements, at any rate, 01' the COn{;ress :party. They 

COUld, t hel'e fore , be made USe oi' by re:presen~atives or \. 

provincial Governments in personal contacts with the 
I' 

lOCal CommUn~st leaders, and if these contacts could be I 

develoged, something might be done to restrain the more ! 
• 

objectionable activities of' the Communist party and bring 

them graduallY into more direct opposition to the Congress 
I 

and more o:penl.Y into the pro-war ratheL' than the anti-
I 

Government field. 

16. 4. 43. 

I 
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CENTRAL HEADQUARTERS 

~ommDnist Party Of India 
(Section of The Communist International) 

,mm: PEOPLESW AR 

lone: 42324 (p.e . Joshi) 

Ref No. 

Reginald, 

Personal 
( 

190 B, Khetwadi Main Road, 

Bombay 4, .. ;;;?-!.9~ . ..1)., ... 194? 

In another cover I am s nding you a ·remo on beha]jf 
Centre with enclosures9 on the sitUdtion in the Prov

I am afriad we are not yet quite used to writing documents 
he Government but you will see thd.t we talk straight and are 

-anko 

If any of our statements are involved or need 
urther clarification you have only to send me a note and I will 

y my best to make aur attitude as clear as in hum~nly possible . 

If you think any useful purpose will be served by 
visiting you and explaining things, I will be qufute willing to 
so . I was told by Mr. Mackenzie that our attitude about the 

ngress arouses suspicion in our bonafides . If it is so I could 
lCPlain i (, in a Memo. 

y fast . 
d help us 

he country. 

The sttuution in the Provinces is deteriorating 
I hope you ';rill be able to intervene successfully 

to do our bit against the r ift column and in savino 

I am going to alabar on the 16th, ana will be 
ack on the 29th. inst .. 

With good wishes, 

YOQrs sincerely, 

?{,.~ . 
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Bombay 

15.3.43 

On the Legality of the Communist Party 

Dear Sir Reginald, 

I am sorry for not being able to send you t his JiI6mo and 
the enclosures earlier as I had promised. After I returned and ask ed for 
reports from the Provinces, the situation has been rapidly worsening and 
we heve been busy coping with it- in practiee • 

. 1e have recently held a meeting of our Cen"tral Committee 
along with the Secretaries of all Provincial Committees and I an VI ri ting 
to you after careful consideration. 

OUR 1i:l.iALPfY 

Full legality to our Farty was never re s tored and to-day our lebality 
has beenr educed to a formality. 

A l ar ge number of our comrades were never released, especially in the 
Punjab, U.P., and the Southern Provinces . During the last six months a very 
l~rge number of our comrades have been arrested carrying out the policy of 
the Party~ 

We are a legal Party but we are not allowed to carry our policy to the 
people . Only in a few places are we allowed to hold meetings. 

_;Iter legality we were allowed to start our journals but soon after 
AUgu.st 9 all our journals have been repeatedly warned, security demanded 
from our l'unja-oi and Oriya organs. We understand that qulhte a number of 
Provincial Governments want the "People's ~ ar" closed down. The lCltest 
fron U.P. is that the C.L D. in U.P. stops at the Post offices themselves 
the individual copies sent to the regular subscr ibe.l' s. , 

GO 'J"E.dNL.ENT ATTITUDE IrQ\;f.' .. RDS U'S 

How do we ourselves understand Government policy ano. practice towu.ra.s 
us? 

Taking a review of the last 6' months, we don't think the Cent~al and 
Provincial Gover~ents had achieved a unified and agreed understanding on 
what attitude to adopt towards us _ ri1l1e Central Government was convinced 
about our being a political force in the country and Ol~ anti-fascist bona
firles and legalised us . The implementing of the polic~was l uft to the 
Provinces (e . g . releases , permisSion for meetings, etc). The Provincial 
Governments, for taking concrete steps, asked for reports from local auth
orities, i.e. the local C.I.D. and to them the legalisation'Of the Communist 
Party was the s~rangest and a calamitous thing to have hap~ened. They 
prevented the application of the policy even as recommended "by the Cent.ral 
Government through their reports and circumvented it in practice. 

After ~Uo~st 9, the entire initiative has been left to the lO ('al 
orities and we have suffered under them as most of the Indianpatriots h~ve . 

~e are a centralised Party but the Government to-day is'decentralised 
machine . The lower down one goes in the G~ernment macnine, the more of 
the spirit of the old regime prevails. 

We know that a large number of Government circles think we have ~ . ~ 
'" changed front "after August 9.'" According to us they never u..nders tood 
our policy, i . e . they llilderstood our policy with their digits of thought 
and not ourso rhey are those whose general outlook can be chal'acterised 
as "You are either vlith us or ~ against usn

9 i . e . they, expected us to 
become a loyalist organisation and cease beinb a patriotic pc:.rty if we 
took our anti- Fascism seriously. Before August 9 they wanted us to join 

.a~~~ ______________________ /~ _________________________________ ~ ______________ __ 
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the !~ational ar Front which I had refused to do in my telegram to you. ':'hey 
tried to cajole and even bully our local and Provincial leaders , into joining 
the National :Tar Fror t which they, of course , refused witho ..l.t exception. 
Si~ilarly they tried to bribe us centrally , provincially, and locally and 
could not believe t~at we woul~ carry out our anti- fascis t patrioti c declar
ations by r elying on our peopl e alone . For them only./ords had chanced , not 
their ideas , an anti- fascist meant the good old loyalist ana. a t ';lorst a 
lioera~~o-FaScist was every patriot . (The Police Co~isbioner o~ Calcutta 
in a meetin5 to the Special Constables (~uropeans) actually went to the 
extent of putting Fifth Columnists and communi ~ts tog ether and of t he 
~vo classed Communists as being -more dangerous) . 

The utmost to which the most liberal- minded among Gove r nneat ci r cles 
have gone is "Use the Communists but not let them go strong ll . Here istne 
actual contradict ion; if Communis t policy is in the interests of t he people 
and the Communists work among the people who can prevent them from going 
strong? This is how our legalisation gets reduced Xx to a formality . 

OUB. POLICY .a1m 011.G-4J.'II~.A.TION 

There is no contradiction betw-een our policy and practice , it won't be 

Marxism if ~ it were so , we could not have become a political force 
in the life of o~r nation if we were gui~~i~_~onest endeavour 
of every Communis t Party is to see that ~ does not creep in throuGh ignor
ance or lack of experience . 'de never tlchange front" , our enemies and critics 
charge us of this . Our f r ont has been the same and that i s of the peoples 
of the world . We don't change sides , but vv e change our policy and practice 
~ the situa tion changes , but the purpose remains the sam~ strengt hening 
the people's front and our aim remains the same , freeom for o~selves and 
all . If we were opport unist s , we would have ceased to e~ist illldcr per
secution, while we have grovm stronber as ~ears have gone by. If we were 
opportunist we wo~ld not have won ground among our own people despite the 
ideological and practical opposition of other classes c.. ... 1U or cSi:illisations 
in our national life . 

The only determinine; factor for our policy is the in Lerests of our 
people , as we understand it and learn through our own experience . Our Party 
alone decides its policy . ,Je a'ccept no dictation from any outside a gency . 
\;e think our policy i s the simplest to understand if one looks at it from 
the point of view of the people . 

Our Party as an organisation is a political organisation of a llew t ype . 
It can never be understood by Applying to it the norms or standards of other 
or orthodox poli t ical organisations . Dis cipline like ours exists in no l 
other organisation , selfless: ness like that of our comrades ia found in no 
other Party . Failure to grasp this does no harm to our Party but only to 
thoBe who have to deal with us either as friends or as foes . 

Members oJ our Party are only moved throu6'h the Party . ":'Je never deal 
with other organmsations, official or unofficial , as individuals , but only 
as a Party . ~o deal with us otherwise is only to wadte time . 

I am not being boastful but only trying to show that to thl nk that 
there is a contradiction between our policy and practice is neither to 
und.erstand our policy politically nor to judge us objectively. ,Ie have 
struggled between two fires for the last six months . The Government has 
dealt with us virtually as the "Congress Fifth Colurnnl1 , our fellow patriots 

have slandered us as the British Fifth- Column, ~~d yet we have won greater 
political influence over the people than we ever had , we are stronger as 
an organisation that ever before • 

r o evaluate us wrongly does not hit us really but leaus to adopting 
a policy which he l ps the ~ifth Column effe c t i vely. 

I I 
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Tr.:'I TUD~ TO 1'11..:. G v "E.rtNEENT 

Our attitude to the G~ernment is determined by the fact that a war is 
on7~hich depends the fate of our country and of the world , the is::::ue of free
dom or fascism for ourselves and the world . 

Unl'ike the loyalists we do not believe that just because a war is on, 
all that we have to do is to line up with the Gover~ent or lose our country. 
According to us this is abjuring patriotism and handin.; over the people to 

Dhe Fifth Column. ' - -
Unlike the majority of "tihe patriots Vie do not believe thb.t the war is 

no concern of ours because we are not free . Accordino to us just because 
the Government is foreign and not na tional, it is the task of "tIle patriots 
above all to rouse the people, not to let them remain apathetic, ~ot throw 
them against the war for that is losing our countrJ to the Fascists and 
not winning our freedom. 

The fundamental issue before lis is the successful defence 01' our nation 
which is only possible under a National Government. Accordin5 to us what
ever is destructive of national defence, is anti-national and whatever 
strengthens national defence is true patriotism and also takes us nearer 

National Government. 

This particular situation arises because we are not free, there is no 
unity between the existblg Government and the people. 

But just because the Government is foreign we don't adopt the position 
of ~ neutrality, for that is reducing ourselves to helplessness, ref
using to do our own patriotic d_ty.We offer our co-operation to the 
Government in every measure of National defence. ~ en where the Government 
because of i ts political policy or age-old prejudi'ces does not want people's 
cooperation we go out to rally the people on our own. 

The crux of our policy is: 

- nothing against defence 
- Every thin.; for defence ' oa-~t.~~_ 
- .i th the Government wherever possible.( Athat}.. saves our ovm~) 

peoplel and does not strengthen th~&Vernmen~ 
- On our own always 

No major political orgrulisation except our~ has declared for uncond
itional support to war as our war, as a people's war for our people as for 
all peoples. 

No major political organisation, 
go beyond the position of neutrality. 
Vie arc the third Party ,in the country 

for political rsasons, has dared to 
After the Congress and the League 

and Vie have openly declared for 
qualified cooper;ation even with 'the existing Government, wi th no b3.rgaining 
spirit but with the sole desire to fight the fascist aggressors and save 
our O\?n people from the horrors of war and its effects. 

Irrespective of the attitude of the Government or of our fellow 
patriots , we have popularised and implemented our policy. 

lie seek no favours from the Gov ermnent , all that we demand that there 

should be no discrimination against us . Our legality should not be red
uced to a formality and we be allowed the normal facilities of a legal party. 

au l{ POLICY IN .aCTION 

Last six months have been terrible. 

Repression has not make the people war- minded but O!l y provoked tl'lem 
to destructive acts ihich prtm. automatically became acts of sab,otage , sit-

t 
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uated as our co ntry is . Repression has only succ edc in destroying 
people ' s morale , apreauing defeatism, which is fertile soil for Fifth Go umn
ism. Ie stood between the police and tne people , persuading honest patriots 
not to get provoked, fighting Fifth Columnists on tne spot , taking police 
lathis on our shoulders , being sent to jail for speaking agaL~st repression . 
How effective our propaganda and .fork was can be seen that a week to one 
month after August 9, differing from Province to Province , ~ Con ress 
Socialist and For ard Bloc elements who had grabbed the Congress machine 
after the arrest of the leaders , began, in all giX illegal handbills 
throughout the country , their main concentration of fire against us , held 
us responsible for the collapse of the "struggle" • 

. e fought sabotage both politically and practically ,>'nether orga ised 
by misguided In triots or open :B'ifth Columnists . 1e went all-out to co .. -
vince the honest patriots through eV8ry available means , that saootage was 
not the way to freedom but fascism and thUd helped to isolate the ~ifth 
Columnist vIho was using them as dupes and ·who was being t·ed bJ repression. 
Our propaganda was so effective that after the first month of the "strug.:;le" , 
the main slogan of the Fift~ Column for Gongress and studenv worKers boca e 
"Don't listen to the Communists" . .l.S a party of t Ie people .e KT.e \7 more 
than the police can ever know what is being done in "tihe people'.:> ranks 8:ld 
our mai n practical activity 'has been to xa~ sabotage the sabotage campaign. 
Provincial reports chronicle only what we di d i n broad dayliciht among the 
~ masses . Our work was feared by the J!ift.n Column so much that it did 
not stop at slander but went furtner}~ forged documents , stabbed and beat 
up our comrades , broke our meetings , bombed our Press . If TIe have not 
paid a heavier price that is not beoause of police protection (our drty 
head~u~rters have been refused even license for fireaIIDs) but because of 
our own vibilance , and better organisation. 

The police and the local officials classed our ' anti-repressi8R7g~i~ing 
pro- struogle and have arrested our agitators and detained our organisers . 
The local C. LDs . are now collecting names of all our members and sympath-
isers t o arrest us if and when we are declared illegal again . he local 
Fifth Column too is collecting our names to deal ~i tn us when the Japs come , 
they ~ shadow our l ocal leaders t o stab them if they c an get the chance 
even before the Japs c ome . 

The same patriotic urge that moves us t o denounce repressioJ.l inspires 
us with strength to fight the campaio~ of sabotage and its organiclers . Even 
The statesman and The Times of India have not written so consi~tently and 
strongly against sabotage as our weekly organs whicll are brought out in 
eleveri languages . If they did , they won ' t sell among their Indian readers 
and lose their value as newspapers for their adver tisers . l e do so because 
we are not dependent upon advertisers , ~in fact , 7e publish no advert
isements ), but because we have earned the right by servinG our nation to 

talk in tho name of' pa triotism, we carry convic.tion because ,e present a 
composite objective picture of the situd.tion as a whole . If our Farty had 
not cO.lducted its propaganda drive , thl:i country after the arreJ t of Congres' 
leaders and workers would have got split into 2 sections - the Govel'i1!llent 
and theifth Column and the Japs wanted nothin,g more . Th!'oug OQI' pol i ~ic
al propaganda we saw that repression does no t stabilise as a free gift 
of leaderl e Bs, hones t but mi sguided patriots t o the ~ifth 'olumn. Rep

ression coul d on ly demor a l ise th~ patriot make him feel utterly frustrated 
but never di s illusion him f rom l' ~fth Column slogans . l 11,Oug oU!' propag
anda we h~ve been able to i solate XkK t o a l ar ge extent the honest pat riot 
from the r ea l Fifth Column and make him se e that the only two al ter natives 
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before him are notLline up with the Gov ernrnent (whi ch he can never do) or 
join the Fifth Colur:m (from whose clutches we ha.ve bot thousands out and a .... e 
bent on isolating it completely till no honest patriot remains as its dupe) . 

The 'big5est job we have been able to do is to kee , production going . 
The only two exceptions are ..i:ill.medabad where we are a minority and '.; ...... e 
local authorities refused us facilites to work unless we accepted the 
loyalist Royist position which we refused to do and did all t h .... ~ we could 
to get the mills opened under the slogan "work or wages" , and thereby move 
the Uajur Mahajan workers as well . The other exception is Jamshedpur 
from where the Goverl1..ment had externed or arrested 35 of our cow.rades (all 
local leaders) during the early phase of the war and never witndrew their 
detention , externment or internment orders . t Cawnpore we were not allo .. ed 
to hold meetings and yet we sent the workers of the mills where individual 
strikes brbke out back to work wi thin 4 days . 1'he lesson3 to be drawn are 

w-L 
two . First , wherever onr .t'arty units exist , and lwere allowed to work there 
were no strikes. Secondly, if there were no COIn.r.lunist Pa.rty of ndia -:hicn 
the workin,; class recognised as its political leader, 'tihe history of Ll.dia, 
during the last six months would have been different . 

The worst in India is not over. ~ bad situation continues to grow 
wor se e 

The political deadlock ha~not been resolved, therefore the appearance 
of restoration of peaceful conditions is deceptive . The phase of spo~t
aneous upsurge is over, but the ~ifth Column is reorganising itself and 
training small bands to go into action tne first chance it gets . l:he opp
ortunities for it are opening wide with the extension of the crisis to the 
econouic front • 

. d,S a result of the political deadlock, the economic deadlock is getting 
intensified and leading to ards disaster . The profiteer lla.sturned hoarder 
and pas3es off his ~ld as good patriotism, just as the Fifth Column sabot
eur masked himself as a fiery patriot. The political crisi~ ;ffectcd the 
mass of patriots, but the food crisis draws in the mass of tue people . So 
far it was frustrated patriotism in action, now gnawin6 hunger will goad the 
people to food riots ~ The Fifth Column exploited the political situation 
and it is out to exploit the Food situation and is ooncentratin3" on it . 

Production is threatened with disruption. we held the production front 
so far beCause of our political policy; a serious strike wave is already on 
because of economic reasons and is b01.md to extend. '.i.'he lag between prices 
and wages is kM»Wixtm yawninG wider and wider, ani the food crisis on top 
of it makes the condi tions unbearabl~ _forJh~ VlorkerEi . _ Tp,e Gov~rnment 
d t ' t 't"t ~~ ~-~~~(.,..., , oes no 111 ervene ln lme , 1 movest maJor centres and. for war industries, 
and seeks to arrest the strike~another paltry rise in dearness allowance. 
Unions are not recognised. The crisis is temporarily averted but its 
causes remain. In mofussil districts , und in minor i dustries the old 
policy of smashing stikes and arresting Trade Union workero co~tinues to ' 
be pursued. 

Unless the Government adopto a bold policy of adeq,uate dearness allow
ance , fair anu just wages , anu recob'!li tion of Uniorls , notlil.ind can avert the 
greatest strike wave the Indian Laboar movement has witnessed. The sit
uation is desperateo 

lie aTe wOI'king against the tnreatenin.,j catastrophe , but we can never 

sellout nor keep q,uiet , we are the ..t'arty of the worki ng class . ,e KqI& 

explain to the workilL~ class that there is no conflict between continuing 
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production and safeguarding their own interests, that the two are inter
dependent . .7e show them hOVl it is possible in the -conditions of to-day to 
settle the grievances throug~ negotiations and that strike action must be 
~ weapon of the workin& class when there is no altern~tiye left at all 

The Government circles don't seem to realise the gravity of the situat
ion but seem to go by the age-old prejudice that "e are out to o.rgan-Ls:e 
trouble. Local C.I.D. is collecting the names and aduresses 0: our worker 
comrades, our Trade Union agitators are being arrested on a fairly large 
scale , the Unions led by us are discriminated against; permission is con
sistently refused to hold Trade Union meetin,:s. This policy does not avert 
th_ strike-wave, but only makes its results more dis~strous. ,e have 
suffered enough in our life not to get yI'ovoked. "e will all ays do our best 
to keep production goingfwhile simultaneously safeguar{~_ing ,lOrkers' in terests. 
e have dOI~e it so far and despite greater difficulties and a Vlor",e situation 

we will persist in our endeavours, because this way lies the true interest 
of our class and of our nation. 

'.1hat we endeavol.ll' to explain here is that with our production policy 
given and our established reputation as being the best and most influential 
Trade Union workers in the country, the attempt to hinder o~r Trade Union 
activities leads unwittingly straight to a blow-up of the production front. 

OUR PLAN Olt' "OR!{ 

Release Gandhiji and the Congress leaders campaign:we are organlslng it 
as the first step towards ending t~e present tragic state of affairs and 
pave the path for a settlement between the British and the Indian people. 

Food Campaign: we ~re organising People's Food Committees and on an 
all-party basis so that the people may get food and spontaneous food riots 
may not break out . (l'hroue,h these committees we will offer the or",anised 
cooperation of the people to the local administration for getting food 
supplies, for distribution, etc . Throue;!l these Committees we unite all 
sections of the people an~ isolate.the hoarder as trading on people's hWl~er 
and thus rally them to track dovm his hidden stocks . Through these Com
mittees we work to get food and fight food riots . 

Production Conferences: in everJ working class area vie v,ill popularise 

our production policy under the slof,'an "Tlle battle for ..I:'roduction is the 
measure of workers' own pat riotism" and formulate the Lnmediate de lu.nds of --the workers which are absolutelJ essential to enable them to Keep up prod-
uction. ,e will also offer 1!!!lf?m1f cOllcrete and constructive su6uestions 
that Vlill help to I~,Cfu; '..SE production. 

Grow More Food Ca.upaign: r,llhe Government campaign conducted tllrou8h 
the officic:ll machine has become a "Hand over mo~>e food grains" racket rather 
than anything else , t 'reats of confiscation of crops are advanced, vlild 
rumours are set afloat, prices are manipulated to cheat 1:.11e peasant of a 
fair price . Through the Kisan Sabhas we will conduct an intensive pro
paganda drive to propagate the necessity for growing mor~ iood as the 
expression of the peasant's best JUd;i.1ll patriotism, we will l'oI"J1uh.te 
coucrete and practical plans for growing more food . We will seek t.te 
co- operation of' the local authorities to g et fallow land, takavi loarrs , 
implelnents and manure , etc ., and al::>o in marketinG' the produce . fe have 

\already tried the experiment in a small way in some AnWlra and ~alabar 
villages and it has produced very good results . If tho local Governmen'l;s 
adopt a helpful attitude we oould initiate a mighty constructilTe campaign 

in the countryside in all the districts where we h~ve Kisan Sabllas . 

OUR DELlA.HDS I 

RELEASE .aLL 0 R DETENU CO.SRADBS BOTH OJr PR:c;-LEG~ITY PEHIOD A.t~D POST-
• 
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LEGALITY. 

,;e are politically the mo .... t unified and pra.ctically the m00t disciplined 
Party in the country. ...illyone vTho has dealt with us at all VIi t nout pre
conceived no~ions knows and admits it. It i s utterly wroll6 to think t hat 
we have arty workers who don't accept ana carry out arty ~olicy ; i f i t 
were so, we won't be a Communis t arty at all bu~ like a.ny ot~er political 
party. There is no sense in keeping them in jail, tnat cdn't make us change 
our policy, it will never cow~ do~m our comrades behind bars, i t only means 
one worker less against the Fifth Column, one patriotic mobiliser of the 
people being wasted. 

'fter ugust 9, a large number of our comraaes have been arrested 2.nd 
detained on the basis of false reports from ~he police for organis~g the 
sabota~e campaign. Our case is that ~he police is politically isnorant 
and. backward and lumps all pat'hioli together and. is traditionally our '.lOrst 
enemy. Our demand is that let our comrades suspected of sabotage activit
ies be tried, if they are detained, the lega.lity of our Party becomes a 
farce. 

I would request you to think over t_lis pnenomenon. .fter ug st 9, 
the vast majority of patriots t¥ought the final struggle for nn-:;ional 
freedom Dxeli: had bef;un; we alone had the cOJra.,e and ~he understc..ndi g to 
expose it as national suicide and go right down to the people to fiGht for 
our slo.:.-ans. Besides us, those who dio. not agree with "struggle", remained 
passive , and they dia not even dare holo. a mass meeting. The villole country 
was aflame with p· ssions . Out of 4414 memoers, we lost 29 members, and 
only a part of them expelled for being pro-struggle . . The rest resigned or 
were expelled for f ailins' to be sufficiently active to ret~in their arty 
membership . n the other h8.nd, v.e e;ained 4448 new members, i. e. during the 
last six months we have bained more member8 than we got in fifteen years . 
No other Party except a Communist Party can have such unity inside its 
ranks, no other patriots except the Communists are capable of such achieve
ments against such odds. 

To detain our comrades on the ground of followiIlc; a policy v!hich is 
not Party policy is patently fantastic . 

2. R~L3J.iSE OUR CONVICl~D C() • .:RAD~S. 

' In the first communique legalising the ~arty the Gover~ent had promised 
to take steps in this direction but c.lmost nothing has been do~e . They fall 
into three categories . 

A) EX-TL.oJ.LI.{u.rlI.)f::> who came over 
that a terrorist never changes . 
ations being evaluatedo 

to us . ~he Government see~s to t hink 
I would request the following consider-

A terrorist when he comes to Marxism undergoes wi thin himself an 
intellectual struggle, it is not cowardice but p ...... triotism that 
changes his views . e don't accept an ex-terrorist in our ranks 
withol t making d,oubly sure thdt he has changed is views and 
agrees 'lith us. 

- They came over to the urty long b ef Ol'e the war broke out, insi de 
jails , through t heir own studies , by association with our comrade 

- rllhe insinuation that they l'DI.i:i claim to be COlIl..'1l1L.'1ists. just to Ge 
rele~sed is an unworthy slander. 

- The :E'orward Bloc gangsters are psrt of their O'Nn old. asooci_tes 
and they will be an asset in fighting them c..nd ,liruling ovel.: midG. 
class youth from falling into the &ll clutches of these o'angster
traitors . 

In Bengal there are a whole group of pre- reform prisolers (13); 
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and .. oTIlard Bloc ill e 'al handbills and jo rnals is "The struggl e ailed 
because 01' COlJJ:lunist treachery". 

From the ranks 01 tne people we are tne only political party that 
FIGH'.lS the !t'ifth 001umn. Government repression feeds the ]'ifth Column, our 
propaganda and work isol~ted the 2ifth Column from the hO!leut p~t£iots • 

. e succeed because we agitate on the p l ruoe of patriotism ~~d are able 
to expose the Fifth Coltunn as treacherous agents of Fascist imperialistu 
,nd not let the Fifth coltmm get th~ chance to malign us as agents of t e 

.tlritish imperialists . Ie succeed because we are aole to show tllut our prac-
.. tice strengthens the !lation, serves the daily interests of the people and 
that the ~;ift_l Column' u practic::!l slogCl.ns mean the destruction of nation's 
def~nce , and inflicting sufferinbs , economic ana political , on the shoulders 
of our O.m. people . 

The Nat i onal lar Front line does not touch the §ifth Column while our 
policy makes i t squeal . 

In such a s ituation , to deny free and legal opportunit ies t o our Pdrty 
only helps the Fifth Column. Our bro\!th can't be restricted because our 
policy is the embodiment of the best traditions of our great national move
ment ana is in the interest oi our people ana of all peoples , h ecause our 
comrades have the in~elligence , stren;th and self-desci~line to ~ke it to 
the people. 

vur policy of course does not help the Goverr~ent bu~ i t hits the 
Fifth Column and he lps save the home front from ~ cra.ck- up and 
rouses the patriotism of the people against the ]'ascist aeo"ressor . 

It is futile to expect us to toe the loyalist line . ", e are a patriotic 
Party and shall remain so whatever policy the Government adopts towards us . 

~he basis of our approach to the Government is based on the realisation 
that it is the Government for the time being and pledged to e.efend the coun
tyr . Despite our most serious political differences ~ith the Goverl~ent , 

we offer OUT coopera tion ~herever we think it is fight in~; the Fascists or 
rallying the people , in short , strengthening national defence . .1 e have , 
v!e think , the right to a sk the Government to observe the rule of the roa.d 
in relations with us . Our policy we realise can never be to tue liking 
of the Government because we talk in terms of flaming patriotism and relL.te 
every issue to tne freedom of our ccuntry but the gU±j±~ guiding principle 
of everyone of our practical activities is ou.c desire to defend the cOll...'1try , 
and they all can be reduced to : 

- strengthen the morale by rousing patriotism 

- strengthen the means of national defence by keeping the people con-
tented and at their jobs . educe peorle ' s demun~s to irreduceable 
minimum and work out constructive su gestions for every measure. 

The economic crisi s has got funtertWined with the ~olitical crisis , 

worse and not better days are, ahead, the way the situation is driftinG. 
','lould the .t'ifth Column get another chance to exploit the economic situ tion 
an6. cr,-, ate another round of disturbances ' hich because they OllIe. be based 

I 

' people l s needs will be more violent and destructive than tlle earlier ones ; 

OR will the Government give us at least tLle chance to fie;ht tIle policy 
a.nd practice 01" the Fifth Column in the ranks of the people wi tuout expecti 

us to line up with its policy and with freedom to cri ticise its a ctivities 

where in our opini on and experience they hit Ollr people? 

uite a l ot in coming moutns wil l depend upon what atti tude the Central 
Government t akes , what the rrovi ncial Gov er runents actuallY do in pr actice, 
what attit ude the local officials adopt towards t he people and their daily 
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they have done their fourteen years and are not being released but 
detained under the Defence of tndia rlules. 

he statement of the Chittagong Armot...ry aaid comr ..... des wa.s good 
enouGh to be broadcast on a vlOrld scale but they are not safe eno gh 
to be with their people. 
~~ B) There aretpr~soners cases like the Mattanur and orazha iot cases 

jconvicted for bein5 oI'Janisers of Kisan struggles , Quring the imperialist 
phase of the 'are Most of them are very young a.l!..L :7ould be of inest
imable service in organising the Grow More Food Campaign. 

C) 'ihere are individual cases like Jan ~ohammed of Cawnpore 'Iho ,C!S 

aw.arded transportation for lite for one ",ingle speech. ~he entire 
Cawnpore working class called him ~uncle:' 

D) Then there are individual cases after AUgust 9 in hich our 
, have been convicted on trumped up charges under the Defence of .dia ules 

AS a general rule tne Provincial Governments refuse to interlene or ravie, 
the cases because of the excitement of the presen~ si tUClotion c;:.nd -..u. er the 
slogan "local authorities must be left to deal 'i'i .!l the 10CL.l situation'. 

3. LET Ui::i ..:liJOY OUrt 1l!iG...LI'l~ IN P ... t....CTIC.:!::, i.e", 

- permission to hold meetings and bring out demonstrations. 

- right to carryon with our Press. without the threat of closure 
hanging over our heads all the time. 

DS? 

.le ask for the above demands not nrerely on the basis of normal civil 
liberties due to a legal Party which our dorty finds it greatly Ji::.tE. diffi
cult to win because of old prejudices but primarily on polil,ical grounds, on 
what our Party does in the ranks of the people and against the Fascist 
aggressors • 

. 1hat do our activities boil down to durine the last six months: 

1. Je hQve kept indian patriotism alive. If we were not there witb our 
policy, the Cotaltry vould have got divided into two camps: the loyalists 
and the .l."ifth Colu:u.:.n, jUdt like Burma . Just because we stuck to our policy 
despite the Government and the Fifth Column that honest patriots are finding 
their way out of the arms of t .. e Fifth Column. Through their own exper
ience, in their 0 m ways, ifferent group03 and partie:.> are ble to grope 
their way to'.'lards our patriotic policy of Nc.tional Unity i'or National Defenc~ 

. t' 
and Freedom. If we were not there,7flone..:>t pat.riot would hd.ve become a 

'fanatical Filth Columnist or a demuralised creature . Hundreds Ol (;01l8reSs
~en, inside and 0 Qtside tne jails, a re comil g to\.ards us. 

2. \ e have saved the country from beine, enveloped in u wave of food riots 
throllgh our anti-food riot propaganda and by our con~tl'uctive work in 
industrial areas by helping in distribution and looking aftbr th0 queues . 
The J! orward Bloc and. the Congress ocialists had planned to celebrate 
this year'o Independence Day by organising an orgy of one week's food riots . 
The police Commissioner of .Bombay would lmxl!. bear witness to how effective. 
and cOl1structive our food Vlork is . 

3. We have kept production going , with the big~est politicd.l org~nisation 
in the country want~ng a general strike ~or political reasons, with colonial 
wage and living conditions for the workers , with .orkeru' 0nions not even 
recognised. '.Ie could do it because of the patriotic fervour 01 our pol
itica.l policy, because we have organised and iB:f lcd the working class , 
hecause we are the Party of the working class. 

e have fought the Fifth column l)oli tically and practically, 
at the main theme of the Congr S8 
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Sir Reginald Maxwell, 
Home Member, 
Government of India. 

190 B, Khetwadi Main Road , 
Bombay 4 , 18th Feb., 43 

M.E~W ON RELEASE OF SARDAR PRITHVI SnmH 
NOW DETAINED IN THE CENTRAL PRISON, RAJKOT 

Sir, 

You are probably aware that Sardar Prithvi Singh was arrested on 
11th October, 1942 at Bhavnagar and is now detained in the Rajkot Central 
Prison. 

I am not going to recount the Sardar's past history as you must be 
having the complete dossier of his case. 

What I propose to do is to impress upon you the f act that the Sard
ar has been arrested on nothing more than false information given by cert
ain persons who have a grudge against him, coupled with his past terrorist 
associations. 

You know that he is a fearless person who goes forward to do what 
he conceives to be the right thing to do. HiS long experience in the ~ 
terrorist movement has also equipped bim fully to evade th~lu~es ofAlaw 
if he so desires. 

But the man himself has great personal integrity, political con
victions and character. This is what impelled him to give up terrorism 
when he realised its futility as a method of achieving the freedom of his 
country. 

In his search for a political philosophy and a guide for practical 
action he went over to Gandhism. After evading arrest for 16 years, he, 
at the instance of Gandhiji, surrendered himself to the police on May 20, 
1938 • 

Since then Sardar Prithvi Singh lived and worked with Gandhiji 
honestly endeavouring to assimilate the principles of Gandhiji's philosophy 
of non-violence. During this period, he made no secret of the great ad
miration he felt for the Communist party; only he had fancied then that 

by Gandhiji,s methods he could arrive at the same goal . 

Following the attack on the Soviet Union and the rapid advance of 
the Japs to the borders of India, his fearless fighting spirit and his 
paSSionate patriotism roused him to the urgent need to defend the Mother
land against the Jap brutes. 

However, on the question of support to a war based on Violence, his 
patriotism and Gandhiji's pacifism came into conflict and after a great 
deal of mental struggle he broke from Gandhiji. 

With this break and the public statement released by him to the 
press, you must be familiar . 

Having done this , Sardar prithvi Singh came to the Communist Party 
of India, the only Party whose passionate patriotism and fearless work 

could satisfy his urge. 
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With ful~ knowledge of what a great struggle the Sardar must have 
been through to give up a life of fame and lionisation, a~d realising 
the strength and intensity of his patriotic conviction, the Party put 
him to the difficult job of musing the youth in Gandhiji's stronghold, 

Gujerat. 

You will r~alise how strong a person's convictions must be to take 
on a job like that. He was respected and loved as Gandhiji's lieutenant. 
His break from Gandhiji won him many enemies among the Gandhi tes. But he 
did this job in a manner no one else could have done. He toured almost 
every place in Gujerat during the months of June to October. His passion
ate calls to the youth contributed a great deal to the mildness of the 
patriotic storm in Gujerat after August 9. 

In tlhavnagar, Sardar pri thvi Singh had arranged to start a Physical 
Culture Institute and a Rifle Club to teach the youth the art of fighting 
with the cooperation of the Durbar. 

It was while engaged in such a patriotic, urgent job that he was 
suddenly arrested and detained. My information is, that someone quite 
influential in Bhavnagar was mainly responsible for this. And if my inform
ation is true, and I believe it to be so, the grounds for such action are 
not political at all but personal jealousy. 

It is absurd to say that a parson like Sardar Prithvi Singh who had 
done all this, could at the same time have supported the "struggle." If 
he had the slightest desire to carry on struggle activity he would never 

have broken from all those who believe in Ilstruggle." He could have 
easily gone underground, evaded arrest and guided the movement. 

It is also apparent that there were several persons who wished him 
no good, and could easily have given false information just to get him 
into trouble. 

cL:.cJ..4..0 
It is clear that whoever ordered the Sardar's detention~without poli-

tically evaluating the man, as a fearless fighter, as a staunch member OI 

the Communist Party of India, as a champion propagandist for Gujerat. 

I am quite sure that Sardar Prithvi Singh could do more to restore 
normal conditions in Gujerat than a whole regiment of soldiers. 

I, therefore, request you to order his immediate release. 

Sardar Prithvi Singh himself has addressed several petitions to the 
Bombay Government and to the Central Government. If you read them you 
will see what a great frustration he is suffering from~ ~ing detained 
on suspicion of doing things against which his Whole patriotic being 
revolts. 

I earnestly request you to release him immediately and unconditionally 
in the interests of mobilising the youth of Gujerat against sabotage and 
for unity to defend the Motherland. 

Yours truly, 

1·{·~ 
GENERAL SECRETARY, COl41l.UNIST 

PARTY OF INDIA 
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1939 and 1940 
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These comrades belong to the Provinces of Punjab . Bengal and Behar and 

so concern three different Provincial Governments . Bome of them have in 

qddition been arrested by their own Provincial Governments . The release 

of these comrades and 

that they may be aole 

~''d-- ...;.. ~ 

the removal of restrictions on them is requested so 

to work in Jamshedpur,. ~ ~ ~ .. q,....; 

'"~o ~ . --Er ~-~~d' 

·X.i.1ERN~S 

?UNJ..cili 

1 . NAYN.a ~INGH , now in Gujrat jail. 

2. KART..-ili SINGH. 

3. MOHA.N alias PY.tiliIL.AL alias ~Ya ~Il.'-IGH . Recently arrested. 

4. TiI.R.b. SINGH alias. DURS~ ,=>Il~GH . .;orker in Tinplate . 

5. BUJ..u. u.D1G . Arrested at Jamshed:pur and now in Gujrat jail . 

6. KART..a.~{ ':).n GH. " II " " " " " 

1. BM\/AL uINGH. .Iorker , Cable Company . 

8 . SARd.ANT sn GH 

9. HaRCHARAN SINGH 

10. GANDHAVA SEN. 

BENGAL 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 

14. 

15 . 
16 . 

mANI BBN , .3ecretary , .dre Products Workers I Union. 

GOA 

Md. I;:31L.IL . 

P- .,' Th GhOSH 

SUBODH SARKIlR 
/ 

S.il-lIEN L.A.HIRI 

C.lI.B.NDU BABU. Full name is not known. 

17. DHARAMB 111. ,=>IN GH 

IN ·J.tNE~S 

18 . CILHD rr..i. ")ll,GH , Chhapra 

19 • SHY .AMD30N.aR.A.Y J.\N , " 

20. V!LYANI D::!..BI ( life of Chml.riku Singh) 

~I 

Chhapra . 

" 
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MMlO ON OUR POLITICAL-PRACTICAL CTIVITIES SINCE 
AUGUST 9 SUBMITrED BY TtlE CENTRIIL PROVIHC.t!iS AND 
BERAn PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE OF' l.HE COMMUNIST PARTY 

OF nmIA 

Till.; MAIN STR,--;NGTH O} OUR PARTY IN T"IIS PROVmCE IS AMOnG THE 110. T'lNG CLASS 
OF HAGPUR AND JUBBlmPORE, AUONG THE STUDsNTS TO A LESSE..~ EXTENT AND AMONG TrlE 
KISA1'18 (PEASANTRY) :rn SOME OF THE DISTRICTS OF BEllAR. It is, therefore, among 
these sections that ~e have been able to do most effective work during the crisis· 
period. 

~e have had to wi)rk against tremendous odds. Congress influence in t is pro
vim e is considerable. t'dE ATTITUDE OF THE POLICE TOO IN CITIES L]](:1; NAGPUR; SPEn L 
~LY D.'l 'l'HE EARL1Ba MONTHS OF THE STRUGGLE, VIAS trOS'!' PROVOCATIVB. .:n~CIDEJITS L~ 
'£HE Jill.L_K;O iii CHnwa ON ~iEHE ZXPLOlTED TO A POVlEIUiUL EXTENT BY PRD_ST UGGLE lUlD 
FU- \IARD BLOC 'BJ:,E\r~NTS 'It) ROUSE THE ANGER OF 'I'H.ili PEOPLE AND DRIVE ~ TO SABOTAGE, 
STanas AND ANARCHY • 

. ON THE TOP OF ALL nIgSE FACTORS THE GOVEfu,{JEL'IT CAUGHT HOLD OF Su~ OF OU. MOsr 
lELL..K41hlN LEADERS, COMRADES ~iHO ARE mFLUENTIAL MASS LEADERS AND AGITATORS AND 
maE.1 'i'"rll!:,1 mm JAIL 0~1 THE ABSURD PLEA THAT THEY ARE CONNECTED ITrI TH.h: STRUGGLE. 
Our best-knovm Kisan leaders (who are Party Members of considerable standing) like 
COl RADE } AR.A1HE, were arrested and thrown into detention ·wi thout even bein5 given 
a chance to disprove the evidence brought forward against them by the police; 
COMRADE B. N. MUKHEaJEE, THE SECRETARY OF OUlt PROVINCIAL COMMIT'l'E!!:, 'lAS ARRESTZD 
AND . ])lPLICATED m SOME OLD CASE. His distant . terroristic past is brought forward 
against i him now, despite the clearly-known fact that Comrade Hukherjee :Ds left 
off terrorism long ago and is one of the leaders of the Party mn in our province. 

D~spite all these odds, the achievements of our Party among the working class 
and the students have been considerable, as the following report will show. 

PUBLIC rl'IOi~S OF T.tIlli PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE ..... 

On the 15th ~gust our Provincial COlcl!'dttee came out with a leaflet in Marathi , 
warning people how sabotage and "struggle" will lead only to national ruin and 
Fa'-cist slavery. This leaflet was orlensi vely distributed at Arnra2ti, Akola, Ellic~
pur, Badnera and Nagpur as also at all the Kisan centres. 

About 27th August, JlTd another· booklet was issued in Marathi on the Communist 
Party's policy explaining where sabota~e and ti1is "struggle" will lead our nation. 
This W~LS also extensively distributed at all the centres of the province and lli 

discussions were carried on everywhere on its basis. 

1e will now take up in detail our work in the various centreo, one by one. 

NAGPUR 

Nagpur is a big college centre and the events of August 9 brought up a terrific 
upsurge among the studenta 0 f all the colleges. A powerful strike wave spread 
everywhere. 

On the 10th itoelf when the students en 11aase wanted to go on strike, our co~ 
r::tdes at the ..Jeneral meeting explained our policy clearly opposing the " s truggle" 
and sabotage. On tho 11th, we carried on a continHouB explanatory 'campaign anon~ 
the students and at night group meetings lere taken in almost all the hostels. On 
the 12th morn~ng, we conducted gate meetings at every college gate . eUR SPEAKEHS 
GOT 25 'ID 45 MINUTES ' HEA.Rn~G AT LAW, SClENC, MOIt'lrS , MEDICA)" r .bIUlll}!}..:nn'G 
COLLEG S. 

Oontinuously, day after day, our comrades were on their lege, going out to the 
otudent masses and explaining to them what strikes and sabottl.:;e mean in to-day's 
si tuation to our nation. SINGl;; AUGUST 20 m 'fH ... MIDDLE OF SEPTb'11B£R, WE; CONDUCTID 
D.IS 'USSION GROup'S OF, ON AN AVERAGE, T.~O EVJRY DAY. . T;{i!: D ISGUSSIO!iS USED TO BE 
'ONTINUl!!!) ~N Ttl Ut!E rro FOUR TllrES IN GIl G lOUP. ON AN AVERAGE TfLi: ATTENDANCE 
lAS 15 'ID 20. . THIS WAS THE ONLY :ro.~ OF AGIT TION AVAILABLE TO US.. In every one 
of these discussions. the main subject thrashed out was "to join the struggle or 
not." and our comrades put forward sharply the disastrous conssquences of th1e 
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II struggle. It Congress workers also uoed to come and argue agains"t us, but 'Ie 

stuck to our jobs and stressed upon students leaving off sabotage a nd coming back 
in,to the institutions. 

The leaflet which we issued to the students on September 25 condemning sa.b_ 
otage and explaining our policy had a considerable effect on the student maSMS. 

AS A RESULT OF THIS CONTINUOUS ~j OR.K OF OURS, ATl'ENDANGE m T~ VPJ IOUS 
COLLiW: 'S DEGAN TO mCREASE STEADILY. A6TIVITIES LIKE ACID_THRO~lnm m THE GOLI..ID.ffi 
AliD HOSTiJ.,S S'lUPPED. GIRL S'IUDENTS TAKnm THE LEAD AND OFFERING :l mLES To MALE 
STUDEiJTS AS A MEANS OF SHAMn-m TrIEJJ INTO JOmnm THE STRIKES STOPPED, MAD'li.Y ~ 
A .t.GSU 'r OF A MEETnm ORGANISED DY OUR COMRADES WHERE 40 OF TEES"", GL~ STU'Il1. T'l'S 
ATTENDl!J) 'ro KHO\1 OUR LINE. IN SOUE COLLEGES LIKE THE S~ IENCE COLLLGE ~ ill TIlE 
N~~iJm COLlEGE, VIE VIEI'{E ABLE TO P~c)UADE TIft; MDJIDE.'lS OF THE STR:J:KE COMM IT1~E 
(§;L~WOll Ll!1\DING PB6_STRUGGLl. BOYS) THiUSELVES TO CALL OFF T~ STrtlKE. 

TiIE 1'REK )jACK TO THE COLLIDES OF THE STUDENTS STARTED AS A • ~'SULT OF OUR 
CA:.iPAIGN AGAINST SABOTAGE AND THE SUCCESS OF 'rHIS CA\l:PAIGN AMONG Ttlli STUDENT 
MASSES. 

AMONG 'I'Hl!; _~ORKING CLASS 

Among the TEXTILE WORKERS, immediately after Augu st 9, the Forward Blocist 
Labour leader, Ru~kar, go~ busy with preparations to eall the vrorkers out. QN TF~ 
11m RU lKAR GAVE iliE aALL liOR A STRIKE, BUT OUR COMRADES ' #ERE ABLE lb HOLD THE 
jORY0!!dS AND PRll."'V'ENT ~1OPPAGE OF PRODUCTION. A week after, ON THE 18m, taking 
adv~lt&ge of certain just pressing ~ grievances the workers n8d, Uuikar incited 
them to a strike. This time, Ruik~ did not call for direct political action as 
he did on the 11th, he knew that the workers under opr lead ~;ould reject that. 
His -tric]£"wa~ to get the workers out under cover of their preasine griovances (dis
contont--l\tM!c~Ohad been accumulating for a considezthble time) and through this . end, 
dr'tg them into stoppage of production. :iinmediately, we ·went into action to expo 00 

Rui~ar' s game. We held at least 6 to 8 big moholla meetings and many more groop 
meetings (average at tendanoe betvleen 200 and 300). Ruika.r started maltinG plans 
for satyagraha as a way of forcing the ~/orkero to keep out. OUR t>J~PAG.ANj)A FO. Gill 
HlM '1'0 ABANOON K ~IS PLAN. RUlKAR'S PLAN JAS TO KEEP THE DJ!l[Alm& F THE \10~S 
VAGUia..Y PITCHED HIGH, EVADi SETrrL~,$NT AND THUS P LONG THE STRn\.u INDEFJNITZLY. 
TrlttUU(1 _ UUlt .ORK, ~m BLE..'VJ UP 'rHIS PLAN mo. We succeeded in making the v/oIk era 
come to the Union Office in large nUII!bers (10 t,00n to 15,000) at each ~eeting 0 f 
the Repre:3entative Oouncil and demand settlement. Our conracles through their 
apeeches and through their handbills forced Ruikar to reduce the deMands to re aso n-
able ones and to clearly put them in a definite form. A Representative Committee 
for a.:Ll mohollas jointly consisting 0 f Mahars, Hindus and Mualims went and hel-d . 
mootings in all mohallas demmldirig of the Union leadership to determine the wor k
ers' demands de finitely and settle the issue. Ruikar's men got . it hot from the 
workera. themselves... ITHJN 2 DAYS, 2,000 _ 2, 500 S IGN A'l\l RES 'ru5 (;uLLECTBD :&):I.OM 
'£tIB iOl\l'J.:"LiS FOil A D~AND CALLlHG UPON r£HE UNION LEAD.I!il SHJP 'fO Fa VLA'lE 'M, 
.:u.~lli 1 Dlij~lANDS D t:rnI'l'b.'LY AND SE!f.K SETrLU~T.' 

Bv the 25th, the strike smashed • 

On the 25th Septombor" VIe issued -a handbill warning the \lorkero against 
s abotuge and hooli ganism and, explainine; to· them that all this would lead not to 
freodom but F/;~scist ol~very. Vie oucceeded in,proventing a striko 'on tha.t day. 

. On the 30t'h Octobor, th All-India. Trade Union Congress Day, we distributed 
a handbill en masse to the workors, where we explained the production policy of 
the p (lrty, that it was the Jatriotic duty or the working-class to keep produotu>n 
going and to get their just demand a satiofied through th? path of unity and 
neeotiations. 

, 
On 7th November, uasian Revolution Da.y, once again we issued handbills in 

l!aruthi WId Urdu a~ainst sabotage and for unity. In all our spe eches, on; mee tings 
that day, our main stress once again was for unity and against sabotage. 

Qn 12th, Dalwaik I the pro-Conr;resa Labour leader, precipitated a. strike. 
sBizin~ upon Borne just demands .tctk~ of the workers. We, while supporting the 
YlOr"f'lrfl' deme,nds'z ~arned them agf:\inat Bnlwaik's r:we. Simila,rlv, our Berar 
Unions too condemned this game of provocation. 
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~ong the Beedi workers. we had to 
draw strike to facilitate settLement. 
owner~ and their failure to implement 
upon the worke rs at all. 

advise the workers several times 
It is only the ytter callousness 

the terms agreed upon that forced 

SOd I!iX&WLES OF OUR SUOCESSES 

An idea of the extent to which the influence of our Party's policy had gro~ 
after the crisis is shown by the fact that '!HE SALES OF PEOPLE'S iru (OUR PARTY' 
o GAN) INCREASED Ff()M 180 IN SEPmmER TO NEARLY 600 ~ NOVl!lfBER. 

e are selling 35 to 40 copies of the People's War in Itwari itself. whicj 
is a strong Congress pro-struggle area. 

AKOLA 

III THE wemcnm CLASS 

limnediately after August 9, our leading comrades, OOMS. PARANlPD, B. N. 
MUKHERJEE AND BUKHARI FROM BOMBAY called a meeting of the worker militants (a 
ance 150) and explained our Party. policy to them. The workers w~re clearly warn
ed of the dangers of provocation, acts of sabotage and hold-up of production. AI 
a direct result of our taking the initiative in this respect. we were able to 
prevent strikes in both the mills at !kola. the game of pro-Struggle and Fifth 
Column elements was nipped in the bud. 

After a few days the provocateurs spread the rumour in Savatram Mills that 
if the workers remain away from work, they will receive wages. The management of 
the Mills too took a hand, in making the workers keep out and get PrQvoked. 

Againa~ such odds, our comrades got going among the workers and explained to 
the trap into which they were being led. 
ion and agitation against sabotage and against stoppage 9f production. we 
the Savatrem Mills to open after 18 days and were able to get the workers 
resume work. ~ . 

. --
Trouble did not stop here. After a few days, some people once again tried 

to provoke the work.~s ta 1.1irijs.'L aDd acts of sabotage by spreading the mischiev
ous rumour that i'ukdoji ~flV('Very well known amo~ the wOrkers) was going 
to be hanged. Our comrades ipppeciiatelx came out with a handbill exposing the 
game and saved the situation. 

More recently a statement exposing the provocateurs' game of Balwaik ( 
pro-Congress Labour leader who was trying to brin'g the workers out on a strike 
taking advantage of oertain pressing gri9'Vanoes of theirs) was issued. Nearly 
S.OQQ copies of it were printed and wer, Dry well receind by the workers. 

Iaong the students on the nry rirst day our Oomrade Mangle exhorted 
students not to fall a prey to provocation and indulge in sabotage. .The 
ment c~e down upon Oom. Mangle despite the fact tbat he was standing 
the student masses and 8~botage and arrested him. The students we~. 
and wanted to amash windows, .tc. The leaders of the pro-riNggIt ."+'II'~r~ 
frantically trying to inoite them to it. 
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Immediately after the arreots of the Congress leaders, our cOJIrados caDle out 
clearly among the vlOrkars and ':'larned them u.gainst s·abotage and hold-up of produc t 
ion. Through this explanatQry !'lork and through our sale~ Qf "People's iar,H ~ 
Vlere abLe to prevent acto of sabotage at those centreG very effectively. 

Any number of strikes vnuld have broken out at these centres but for our 
promy.?t intervention. re prevented settled the issues every time throu/ili 
negotiations. 

Besides ~ll this , it was due entirefy to ou I.'" work Fopd iots ,Iere prnv-
en ted at these centres. At Ellichpur, some 2 . months baok, the food situation be
C8J!l9 vory rave, even j OVlar was not av~lilaole • . 'The all Canteen shop re funeel to 
giv~ 'ltock. The workers were being driven to dangerouG desperation and anything 
mio;ht have happened. It i 6 only Clue to our prompt iuitie.ti ve that public nressure 
was mobilised and floms hoarded grains vlere unearthed. .. Thi s lIlt"ti:::tlsci. eliabled us to 
prevent tood riots w'rtich Vlere actually iPlpending, with all the disastrous conse
guencesthat would follow in t~eir wake. 

The 
vention. 

saved in 3adnera too in exactly the same ,{lay by our inter:-

AHRAOTI 

e issted a political state'neut immediately after i.ugust 9, explainin to 
people the disastrous con equel1ces of t1e "stru:;;le" and of :Jabotage. This state
"lent -oroduced considerable affect among the local Congress circles. . s a rosul tt 
tho Editor 0 f the well-known paper "'Gdava" actually co.1;le ou t and opposed so.botu.~e. 
in a speech. All this had a considerable e ffoct on local public opinion. 

Soon we were able to fOrql a Nagarik Sumiti (Citizen'a Committe()) in which 
we Here even able to cnli at the c o- nperation 0 f sono Con gre Bsmcn for nat ional de f-. 
enco propao;anda. Public neetings '.'lere not allowed; so we had to do our caInpai gn 
against sabot tge and for unity from house to house. '.Al,''!lost every mohalla was 
viai ted. Through this campaign, we were able to check sabotage very effectively. 

AT'1ong the students, in spi teof our intense campa.ign of explanation, in 
the initial stages we were unable to prevent strike, but we were able to prevent 
cl'18he6 with the police und per-suude the students to remain peaceful. H4d such 
clashes co~e about , then as in other citie~ , it ~ould have in!l~led· the student 
massea more and the situation would have gone out of hand , leading to sabotage · 
and what not . After a week or so, we were able to carry home our point of .view 
againot indefinite strikes to larger and larger sections of·students. As a result , 
the schools and colleges start3d r unning without even a single incident • 

. 
'1\,:'0 or three study circles were held by U13 (attendance 20 to 25 of the 

student leaders) where we stre3aed the suicidal consequencos that \/Ould follow 
sabotage. 

" l~e agarik Sruniti arganised a set of meetinBs against sabotage and to» 
unity. These meetingo had very viai b]a effect on public opinion in keeping peo
ple away from ~ct3 of sabotage and incendiariam. 

JUBBULPORE 

Hero too , in apite of the fuct that in the initial staGes wexa ware not 
aba to prevent students from coming out on 3~ikC' as a result of ou r persistent 
e xplanatory campaign, Vie succeeded gradually persuading the studento to come back 
to the institutions. As a re13ult , normal in titution life was rOatorcdafter t he 
fi r st hectic spe l l . 

III KAWL 8: CHAlIDUR 

Pie conduct ed a big cl3mpaip:n of meetings amol!Z,. t he Kisana (peasantry) a t 
~different centres ( Katol , Chundur, Ti ws u z Shcndurjana, Par Pingtuai and so on) 
Everyv/here ~e expl ained t o the Kisana that sabotage will not lead to freedom, but 
t o F "ciat slave ry. 
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SOM...:. ~XA1JPLES OF OUR PRACTICAL ACTIVrrIES IN 
PREVENTmG A1IA.c-qCT{Y 4ND SABOTAGE : 

Here we give a few examples where at very explosive moments our intervention 
alone Judd: saved the situation. 

NAGPUR 

1. On the 11th August, the pro-struggle elements wanted to lead the students to · 
the district court and thug incite them ou. Our comrades succeeding in diverting 
the!!! to Mond~y · Park where after a peace ful meeting" they dispersed. 

2. On the 12th, at the district court when. firing was being threatened, our com- , 
radea hced the danger, l(1m}!ksliXrl walked stra.ight to the ' police and tried to pre
vent firing and at the same tried to persuade the students to di~perse peacefully. 
They partially succeeded in spite of the extremely provocative attitude of the 
District Commissioner. 

3. OUF comrades received infonnation that the National College wal? going to be burnt. 
We mobilised the students against this plan, kept watoh and isolated the saboteurs. 
The result was that the plan miscarried; only the saboteurs concerned increased thmr 
venom against our comrades. 

4. In the Science College, the using 0 f Hydrogen Sulphide by students to get the 
classe s emptied was discontinued as a result of our campa.ign against such act! vi ties. 

5. In the Morris College, as a result of our discussions with them, 'jjhe girl stud
.uts gRve up the practice of forcing bangles on to the hands of the male students 
as a means of shaming them into coming out on strike. 

6. On Gandhi Jayanti Day, a national flag was hoisted on the Medical School Hoste 1. 
The Superintendent asked the studEmts to -remove it. ·The students refused. ' He thre ... 
atened to call the police. A very explosive situation was the result. Our comrades 
intervened and explained to the students: "It is our nag, Vie don't want to get- it 
insulted. Let us sing the national song, salute our flag and then remove. it our-
selves. After a lot of explanation, the studen~s agreed xux:ai and the situation 
was sav~d. 

7. In a Girl 's School (Bharat Mahila Vidyalaya), some Hlale studentsfosed to go and 
throw stones in order to force . the seho 1 to close. The situation would have led 
to the calling of the police and 'dangerous clashes. Our comrades intervened, asked 
the girls to remain inspite of the stones and thus completely isolated the saboteur. 

, and shamed him into packin'g off. Thu·s the situation was saved. 

Many more instances like this coulSl be given. 
other centres too. 

51milar things happened at 

At AKOLA we prevented a dangerous outburst of the students aftar Com. ·M&1g1e's 
, arrest, as XIII alrea.dy mentioned previously. 

At JUBBULPORE, on the 10th a procession wa.s taken out and a. me .~ting was call
ed in the evening. One of our oomrades Was addressing the meeting. The Police 
wanted to disperse the meeting. They arrested our comrade, even though he ViaS try
ing to combat sabotage and anarohy. The situation would have led to a clash had 
not our comrade kept his presence of ~b.d despite the police provocation and advis-
ed the people to disperse peacefully. > • 

ON '1'HB -WORKERS' FRONT, THE ACHlE'J'].MENTS OF '!HE PARTY HAVE BEEN .I1"VEN MORE 
coNSIDEL1.'\l3LE AND HAVE ALnF:A.l)Y BEEN GIVEN ABOVE. 

--..... ---........ --



RE: OUR RELATIONS \'iITH T.t:lE GOVERN !.1E.l\T L J 
THE CENTRAL PROVINCES 

I~iemo from the C.P. Committee of the Communist X'arty of India 

The relations between our Party and the Government in the ~entral Provinces 
can be best presentea by classifying it under the heads: i) General ii) 3peci
fic iii) List of arrests and Detentions and iV) Our Demands. 

GENERAL 

Under this head come all those features of the relations between our Party 
and the Provincial Government which the Central Provinces .share in common ~ith 
other provinces. They can be further subdivided i.ltO:-

1 • FORulAL LEG.ALITY; BUT REAL ILLEGALITY 

Though under the orders of the Central Government, the ban on the C.P.I. 
has been lifted, the Provincial Governments do not allow the Party members to 

I 
y 

e 

t 

implement our political line. The result is that every kind of agitation is • 
banned, even anti-Jap conferences and anti-Jap propaganda ~ot parmitted. This 
makes Party functioning almost impossible, prevents our Party, the only patriot-
ic Party, from mobilising the people for national defence and a National Govern
ment • 

.tiixamples: 

(i) The District Magistrate banned the Unity 'jeek Campaign by the Party in 
Amraoti. 

(ii) At l\lagpur, our Unity Week posters were removed and the sympathiser in 
whos e shop it was exhibited was arrested. He was let off later. 

':' (iii) Arrests of Comrades Sudam Deshrnukh, Raghoji Dabake, \Yu. DespPande, Trade 
Union workers of Elichpur and Sawarkar, of Badnera. They have been doing vigor
ous work calling upon workers not to fall a prey to provocation and but for 
Comrades Sudam and Savarkar there would have been food riots in Elichpur and 
Badnera. 

2. CHANGE OF REASONS ,NOT CHANGE OF PRACTICE 

The C.P. Government in common with other provincial governments interprets 
the order of the Central Government legalising the C.P.I. as calling for only 
a change of reasons for the old practice, not as necessitating a ~hange in 
practice. This can be further subdivided into. 

a) Arrests of Party members on mere suspicion 

Several Party Members are arrested and detained. No reasons are assigned. 
The Provincial authorities say that these comrades have been arrested as I~DIVID

UALS not as MEMBERS Oll' THE C.P.I. As you will s ee, t his di s tinction is without 
a difference. This results out of a failure on the part of the provinoial autho
rities to politioally eva luate things. They oarry on in the same old manner, 
the faot that the C.P.I. has ohanged its line . that the Centt-al Government has 
chang~ its attitude, etc. means nothing to them. They arr est Communists as 
they used to do in the ~mperialist War days, they assign no redsons, do not 
state what grounds of suspicio~ there are if any, and thus prevent even organi
sational functioning. 

The arrests of Comrades P. D. Maratlle, Seoretary lof the Nagpur District 
Committee of the C.P.I. and C. P. ehta are cases .in point. 

b) Detention of Party Comrades because of their past histories_ 

Several Party ~mbers have been arrested, on no other ground except that in 

tho distant past, they have,b'een associated with terrorist aotivitie~ or that 

they were members of sa. Congress Uommitteea. 

One of the most important . results of our Party funot.iOJ11.ng has been to 
wean away several of our patriots froa other paths to the C~.1 ~ 

27 
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obvious~ means that terrorists, Gandhites and several suc~ persons ,come over 
to the Communist Party as the result of their experience, .w~th tn~ f~rm con
viction that only the C.P.I. has the most patriotic pract~cal pol~cy. 

1) Terrorist associations 
t refuses to evaluate things on this uasis. It 

The Provincial Goverllluen t accept the Party 
detains persons because of their terrorist past and refuses 0 

th n could enter the Party, the 
guarantee, refuses to believe that before e perso 
break with the old must already have taken place. 

_ . "t f this in the Central Provinces are that The two most glar~ng ~ns ances 0 • . 

of Coms. B. N. Mukherji and Kundanlal Gupta. As you will see+ from tne l~st 
annexed hereto they have broken with their past long ago, have been taKen ~nto 

, . t ddt . d and have been working for several years 
the C.P.I. after be~ng tes e an rle 

He was associated before 1932 with terro~ist acti-
Com. B. N. Mukherji: t f 

. . . t d in the Nagpur Conspiracy Case and sentenced 0 ~ve years. 

as members of the C.P.I. 

v~t~es, was conv~c e all terrorist 
In jail he thoDOUghly re-educ~ted hi~self, came out, gaae up _ . . 
connections made a complete br eak with the_past, and came to Commun~sm ~n 1939· 

,- ' • d t th t' e of arrest was SecretB.ry 
He is a trusted and loyal Party liiember an a e m 
of the iwmm Provincial Committee of the C.P.I • 

He has been arrested for alleged connection with what is kno~n as the 
Ralpur Conspiracy Case. The evidenc~ against him is: 

a) he had written a letter to Sudhir Mukherjee, one of tne accused in the 

b) ~~S~~e letter, the following are objected to: K i) Lal,salams.(wh~ch 
means, Red Salute and (ii) "yours is a new experience ~n work~ng ~n 
a revolutionary and " organised maIlUer." (This is a portion from a 
Provincial Committee's ~ircular calling upon Suqhir Mukherjee to 
shoulder his responsibility when the motherlandtin danger. This 
had reference to the fact that an auxiliary committee of the Party 
had been formed in Raipur). 

The whole case of conspiracy rests on nothing more than a confess ibn. In 
spite of this the case is being dfagged on. Bail has been rejecteQ. He is not 
even allowed to corr espond with his friends and relations. 

Com. Kundanlal Gupta: The only reason for his arrest and detention is 
that in the past he was connected with the Lahore Conspiracy Case. He became 
a Party Member in 1938, after effecting a complete break with his old ideas. 
He was wholeheartedly implementing the Party line when he was arrested. 

2. ~K%xm Congress Connections 

There are some other Party Members who have been arrested merely because 
they held some office in the District or Provincial Congress Committees. Of 
such kind were the arrests of Balwantrao Deshpande, Secretary, Tal~a Congress 
Committee ruld Punje. 

Cbill. D. G. Desnpande was appealing to a crowd of students who had come 
face to face with a posse of police. A riot w~s averted through Com. Desh

panders intervention,~till he was arrested. 

CoDl. P. D. Mnrathe's house was searched on the ground that the police 
was looking for Congress bulletinl3. An old tried member of the Party and 
Secretary of the District Gommittee of the i'arty, Be was treated in this manner. 

,SPECD'Ie 

The relations in the Central Provinces between Government and" the Party 
have been further complicated due to a pvvuliar circumstrulce. 

Mr. P. Y. Deshpande, a professor and a fairly well-~own Marathi writer, 
professed radical sympathies. He was for quite sometime a sympathie.r of the 
c.p.n. He was, of course, never a Party .ember, had no sound ideologioal 
training nor had been subject to Party discipline. 

But under conditions of illegality, and with all our important Party 
Members either in jailor in hiding, he was the only person who oould s~ak 

, to the Provincial Government on the Party's behalf, much as Mr. N. M. Joshi 
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did with respect to the Central Gove~ent. But unfortunately, ~. P. Y. Desh
pande turned out to be a personm of very little personal integrity and less 
political clarity. 

It appears that at the time of the Anti-Fascist Conference, he, on his own, 
and without consulting or informing the pa:~:bout it, received financial ... 
aid from the C.P. Provincial Government. ) after going to this extreme, he 
swung to the exact oppos ite as soon as the Working Committee Resolution fore
shadowed a struggle. He became all at once a struggle-walla. 

1lhis action of Mr. P. Y. Deshpande resulted in creating suspicion on the 
whole Provincial Party. No amount of explanation nas inuuced the Provincial 
Government to see things as tney are and understand the peculiar situation.You 
will realise that the C.P.I. could not have foreseen tniti unfortunate circum
stance. 

It appears that the Gove:cnor of the Central Provinces was also carried away 
by -the prejudice that this action of Mr. p. Y. Deshpande has created and it 
seems that he, the Governor, directly interfered in the matter of C6m. B. t. 

Mukherji to see that bail was rejected. 

I may assure you, that no Party Member, no Provincial or District Committee • 
could possibly say one thing and do another. As you are aware, the Communist 
Party disdains to conceal its views. 

But the Provincial Government refuses to understand this with the result 
that it does not allow the Party to function at all. No meetingswhatsoever W&X 

are allowed, the Party press was seized from the house of Com. Gulab Chandra 
Agrawal and ha~not been returned. 

OUR DEl,lANDS 

Vie reCluest you to concea.e the following demands so that the C.P.I . in 
the Central Provinces may carryon its political and practical jobs to fight 
sab0tage and Fifth Columnism and so that it may work to establish unity of 
all sections of the people so as to strengthen the defe!lCe of the country and 
usher in a National Government by such Deans as bO to strengthen national def
ence. Ours is the only patriotic party doing this job and that is why we hope 
you will arrange to see that the C. P. Government is persuaded to do the follow
ing things: 

a) Release all those Party Members who are detained on mere suspicion . 
b) Try those Party Members against whom the £rovincial Government profess

es to have eviuence • 
c) Allow under-trial Party Members to be on bail so that they may continue 

their Party work uninterrupted . 
d) Give permission for holding meetings at Nagpur, Amzaoti, Akola, Jubbul

pore,- Katol, i.e . wherever the Party carries on work or desires to 
carryon work . -

e) Permission for moholla meetings in all these centres, especially in the 
working-class districts . 

f) Return of the Party handpress . 
g) Permission for "People's War" and other Party literature to be sent to 

those in jail, not only to Party Members but also to others, so that 
we might succeed in weaning away the patriots who are in jail . 

I hope that after this clear statement of our relations with the C. P • • 
Governl'lent, you will kindly endeavour to establish better relations between the 
C. P. Government and xm. our Provincial Party there, so that the C. P . I . may 
continue ~o implement its political line by practical activity of mobilising 
and rousing our people to defend the country against the Japs , to fight Fifth 
Column and work for patriotic unity of all the people . 



List 0 f 60"'r'.!.des Arrested &: Deta i ned 

N . J'pur, 
1 • 2 . 4~ 

I cun givin~ names of only those comrades who are still und...,r arrost 
or under- trial. Sometimes comrao es were were relea sed so ,eda' s arteL' t: eir 
arrest; their 119ll19S I am not ,-,living. If you need their na'lles too ple~.ne ·'lri tv 
to us. 

* * "* * 

1. B. N. blUKH3..l.JEE 

--"' 

Arrested on 21st August und'r what is knovJn as "R.a.ipur Conspira cy Case" ~ 
He is oeing tried at f:l.ipur . l;3ail was r ) fused . 

2. o. P. EE:HTA 

rrested on 18th ugust. D3 t~ined at present. 

3. P. D. HAl\! THE 

n'ested on 19th Au ust. Det ined at present. 

4 . IQTD_ ~LAL GUPTA 

Arrested on 8th September. Detrtined at present . 

'l'he bove are Bein~ det".ined under suspicion. Govern'1lent does not ..Jive 
any reason · fax or justification for their arrest. 

5. SUD t· DESHMUKH 

Arrested on 20th .lovern ere Being tried. 

6. 

Arrested on 22nd Novemb r . Being tried. 

7. v. N. DZSHP mE 

rrested sometime in DecGmber. Being t ded . 

Tn9.!\bove three hav13 been arrested under the charoe of a dacoity cuse. They 
are being tried at Ellichpur . CaDe will sttrt on thio 16th. 

8. GULAE C:1AFJ AI ... 

Arrented on 11th AU,ust. Det:-dned. Police contend that he took part in 
cutting ·wire . 

9. Dr. DIIIANJI (qal1did·~·te Bomber) 

Arrested in Uovember. Released on bail. Sentenced for 6 months for a 
opee ch. At first the police tr-ied hilll for- 3peech in which he hac"i rer~d out and 
explained the editorial "Lin1ithgow must 0" .fron t~le P. I . But .lhen ;1e was set 
fr-ee in that caoe they put mot er case on the ':>as ia of one of his previous 
"'peaches. Ultimately he 'las sentenced for- n months and is now in Jail (oinc0 
19th of J ' 11uary) 
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l ! '0 OI l OU.t POLrnCAL_p.U\: ;>rfIGAL ACTIVlfIE 5n~CE J T ~GUST 9 
sum ITl'::.ID BY TIE nOI''3 Y COW~ ITTi~E OF THE am~ UNIS I P.t 'lY 

_,:£l1e main strength of th'9 Communist P'~rty in Bonbay i 'J a,"-1011>'; t he 70rkin! class, 
sp~ ci ~ lly, the Textile " and Rail',JaY workin(; clasl'1. For years, t he I;trt7 and the 
Girni Karwar Union (under Pa rty influence) have through thick and by 
the 1:Jol'king class and se rved them f aithfully and Vlell. The Party t o-day has -:ot 
n6 ftrly 2,000 morking-class mili t ants working; under its banner. 

Tao Text He and 'dh7ay workinq; clasG to gether hold the key )osit i on in the 
§ity. There are ne a rly 225,000 textile ';lorkers and 30,000 Railway worker 8. To
ge ther t hey const itute over 5010 0 f the Bombay workin; class and about 15/0 of the 
city' s population. The.8e are the t wO' sections of the VJorking class too -'/ho are 
Qost or~anised and politically conscious. To hold them is to hold the Bombay 
working class and to get a firm base from which one can work up cUl".JlX to vlards 
other sections of the city's population. 

Important war work is being carried out in the Railway Vlork3hops of Bombay. 
The workin~; class here, there fore, occupies a key role in t '18 coun'try's \7ar-6 fiort. 

Bomb ay ,is one of the cities in India to which the whole of the rest of the 
country looks. It is one of the Key centres of the National ~10vement. If the 
,.Iorking class in Bombay t akes to sabota ge and stoppage of production, t :len it 
becomes a big call to the ent,ire country. 

PPODUC'l'ION SAVED 

The 'ork of the Party in hoding the Bombay working class from sabotar~e and 
in keeping production going is one 0 f the Party's outstandino; achievc~lents in 
savin g t he entire nation from disaster, No other Pa rty or group could have done 
.lli.i~. Minus the Com',llunist Party, Bombay Vlould have gone up in smo. e. 

1\I110n;; the students, the Pa rty has been able to check sabota!;e and intie finite 
strikes to a considerable ext ent in South Bombay, .,here most of the Collep;es are 
situattid. Due to our. work, almost all the ,colleges in South Bombay are ruining 
regularly. The Forward Bloc and Congress Soc i alist boys have been isolated from 
the honest Congress boys. III fact, we have made a section of the latter them
selves come out sharply against sabotage and Fifth Column activity. ihile the , 
For'la rd Bloc and the g~ Congress Socialist Party would welcome food riots, some 
2..f the Ie ld infi honest Congreos boys in South Bombay are Vlorkin~ " ith our own boys 
in maintaining order at food queues, ,.allillUK assistinr; dis .J.. ributiun, etc. 

All t is has been achieved despite the fact that in the beciruling at the out
break 0 f the crisis our Party's strength 8111 Jng the students Vias compara tively oeak . 
Also denpite the vigorously hostile attitude of the Principals al~ Staff of cert 
ain coll eFes (like St. Xavier Colleo;e) who have expelled our Party boys, and -who 
have taken drastic measures ar:ainat any kind of anti-Faocist ac,/:;ivi ty we earn 
on inside the inotitutions. Our boys are not even allowed to sell the "Student" 
(Or ;1U1 of the All-Indi'i Student:'.!' Federation, Which st nds for Nutional Defence 
<trtd a gainst ,sabotage) inside the St. Xaviers Colle8e. 

TIle remarkable work wh ich the Red Guards formed by the Party ha .. done and ~ 
doinrj among the food «11eueo and at Gove rnment p;rain shops has been rece ,nised 
by the Government ~tnelf. But for this work of the Party, food riots '7ould 
have broken out in Bombay City long a 0, with d leaatrous consequences. 

aJ~01ID OF OUR ACTIVITn~S 

On the very eve 0 f the Donbay Session of the Al'.- India Con,;ress Committe", 
und even befor~, we had warned the people that to launch the II struggle" when 
the Faocist enemy was knocking at the gates 0 f our country would only lead our 
people to Fas ciot slavery. e pointed out that the only path to freedom is ~ 
uni'ty of our pebple for National De fence and National Government. 

li!lmediately after the arrest 0 f the Con ~rese leaders , we gave 
PIt. ; ~FUL protest maetin~ and no strikes or hartals. ~O~n~t~he~l~04:tl'.l;h&,...l~ ... ,;;:.=.r=-::oM:. 
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he~d 2 rallies attended by over 7,000 workers each. Street-comer-me 
agitation and chawl meetings for explanation ,.acodiipanied tnese raLlies. 
produotion going" and "no olashes with the police" were the two slogans 
the time. 

But the attack on the Congress had worked up feelings to white-heat 
the working class. Influential pro-struggle elements were frantically at 
them. Sevoral of the nation':llist millowners were, of course, pro-Congre 
result was that directly after August 9, with a few exceptions, all the 
closed. 

It was a most dangerous situation. 

COMBATtING FIFTH COLUMH AMONG WORKING-CCASS 

In a meeting attended by about a,OOO-workers, through a hanubill (12, 
copies of "ihich were distributed) t we exhorted the workers to remain peace 
not to fall victims to provooation"and to the exhortations of the Fifth C 
and misguided patriots and to resume work as soon as the mill.gates were nn •• 1"UII 

of the workers all the time, smashing the of the pro-struggle elements. 

As a result of our agitation and work, the textile and 
mained en masse aloof trom aots of sabotage. 

ithin a week, almost all the mills began to work, over 50 of them having 
resumed work within 4 days. 

The Railway workers dn the Parel wprkshop did Dot strike at all. Tblae 
It l.atunga carne out with only a half-day's protest action, The wanton firing U 
the troops outBide the shop, fgrqed the workers to hold up work for ano$her dar. 
In the B,B, Ii O. L Railway, there !'M only one-day's pretest strike in the Lo!!r 
Parel workshops. 

Contrast Bombay with Jamshedpllr to see what mi aht have happened to BQJDbay, 
but for the C.uiist Party. In Jamshe~, production came to a standstill . 
for 2 monthe, in Bombay the tale would hav~ 100 times more disaetrous. The 
Bombay working CJlass is one of the most adv~oed .and politically-conscious in the 
UbrXII whole of India and once stoppage of production starts in Bombay, the flElDe 
wo~1.d spread allover India and there would be DO stopping it. 

~d ~Y8n theee at ikee, !t must be noted, were invariably 
All the otf1cialft combined to send the workers out. 

It 1. very uaefu1 to "&-xamine the- first round of slol{ans under. hich 
workers were being aeked to st~p produotion completely. Here are those 81 
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the (,-,overn"lent, COZ11rFUie Dange did not and so he is in jail. 

~ :1J~~ 
T'ne Govarmlent is keeping behind ~e:el&. aur~ .. ? ".' Til!! in jail ithru t 

any justification 'Whatsoever, And the pro-struggle nd Fifth Column element3 uoo 
this v.ry fa ct to discredit the Communist P&.rty among the varkers and provoke th en 
to ';0 on strike. 

Hu~e funds were ~ spent on the popularisation of these slo~ann among the 
YlOrkers. Handbills ·were distributed in lacs, The entire nationalist press with i't-
t i1'3 lone exception of th:) "Bombay Chronicler! poured venom on the Communists. Patr
iotic ]I[ pro-struggle elements, Fifth Columnists, notorious strike-oreakers of 
former days, all' these joined together -prthe task of crushing the Communist:::, 
Never before in the history of the Bombay working-class movement !lad re to deal 
with such a united opposition. 

~e counterad these fr'mtic efforts by our ovm non-stop agitation. :le refusal 
to b03 silenced, On Septenb.er 6, certain adventurist elements made bold to break 
UP "ur I!1eetin.... The result was grievous for them. It was the laGt time they ever 
tr;ed to break up a \:ork~ng-class meeting held by the ConmlUnist Party i~ Bombay. 

-
Having f'liled ill their direct politicala. appeal, the Fifth ColUMn and the 

mi~.Fuided patriots reoorted to a new slor.:an; The millowners are exploitinr; you.; 
strike and secure adequate dearness allowance, wa~e-increase and bonus. 

Discontent among the "lorkers on all these g~ounds was risin dzmgerously 
fast and pro-struggle elements were only lighting the fuse. The Girni Ka~;ar 
Union nder the le9.d of the Part had to intervene in this si tUl::!.iion and see 
thA.t !Iv easonable demands of the workerfl vere settled in a peac'3ful manner by ner:o-
thttions ''Ii thout hold-up 0 f production. The Union promptly took up these reason-
able demands and ran intensive campair,n calling upon the '7orkers to unite for 
thoir demands under the fla~ of the Union and not to resort to hasty ill-connidere d 
strikes ."{hich would mean stoppage 0 f production. 4 mas s rallies e :l.ch att ->nded bv 
hetween 2,000 and 6.000 workers; 70 sectional muidl-tn meetinp;s each attended by bet
YIa n 300 and 600 "orkers; 300 street-corner and chaYJl I'1eetings each attended by 
bet ·leon 100 and 150 workers; this is how· ie condu~ted the campaip;n. 

Through this hl.<rricune cl:Ullpaign of agitation, we rallied the ,;7orkers for the 
path of uni te.d negotiations against the path of strike and hold-up 0 f production. 
But diE!.content among the worke rs was so great and the attitude 0 f the employers 
and the Government so unsatisfactory that spontaneous strikes be6~m to break out 
h3re am' there. In every one of these casas, wa intervened, localised the strike 
and tried to get the matter settled quickly and amicably. Such strikes took ,1 ~ e 
in 13 mills. _lith the exception of 3, in every other case, ·we succeeded in ioo1::l:t-

. inp; the Dro-strugde elements. In two of them, ~oyo Poddar and ,H,stern India, Fl6 

succeeded in winning the demands ~artia11y. 

In the first week of November, we led a vi ~o('ous campaign for national. unity. 
All throughout this c$Ilpaign, we explained to people how disastrOlls this II stru~g 
le" is, how strengthening of national defence alone CLm tt:lke us to National Govern-
ment. puriM; this campaisn,"16 held 13 sectional maidan meetill'!;s and 250 street -
cotner IlJeetings, issued 40,000 copie'i of leaflet:3. Durin\!: this callmair:n, we 
:m cceeded in making the middle-classes 0 f toe city to us and think, 

PRE ~TION OF roOD RIOTS AND STRIKES 

Over a month ago, the food situation in the city became acute . The pro
struO;t~le eloPlert s saw in it new life cominl'; to sustain the ebbint:; stru~gle. The 
Con !Vesa Socialist Party and Forward Bloc le~fleta ber;an to apoear talkin~ of the 
li col1linr; second revolution·." The Fifth Column were giving the slogan of food 

. dots and looting. The ' gueues were r;etting longer and lonp;,er, people angrier and 
more desperate . Reports of food riots began to appeal in _the newspapers. 

Had food riots be n to spread, the situation would have one out of hand 
and toe Fi fth Column would have run away with it . '.Phe 'flames would have spreud 
from Bombay City b and enveloped the 'vhole coun'!iry. 

It was the intervention of our Party NOlle which sayed Bombay \iity in a 
very exptosiv9 situa.tion. Vie ran M inten~iye cWll'laie;n a~ainst biotin" a:nd loot-
inl's . e pointed out hovi this course would help nobody but the Fifth Oolumn 
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and ·~neir foreiP:!l lasters. We calJ.ed upon citizens of a l l 6 0r.IDlUnitien and poli
ti cal parties to CO"le to ether , un~to and seek a peaceful way out 0 f the food 
c r~~~n . e ap?roached al l politic tl organisations and various trad in~ or"'a.nisat_ 
ionG. Every lhere , we explained to people what rood" riots mem to our country in 
to_day ' '3 si tuution • 

• e distributed 32 , 000 copies of leaflets , held about 400 street- corner meet 
n(~A ,lith an avorage attendance of 1 50 eac h , 12 se ctional maidan meetin!~3 each at t 

ended bv between 500 and 5, 000 workers . The c ump1"d:;n culminated in a hUf:;e Food 
ally attended by nearl y 30 , 000 people . 

To nome .extent as a consequenc e of out' agitation , the grains Gupplied -ro 
the Government Grain Shops and the shops managed by the mills was increased by 
about 401°. But the problem 0 f distribution perflisted . The workers mre gettin" 
far less than ·",hat they were promised . Spontaneous strikes :)egan "GO break out. 

~ In everyone of these s~rikes (in 7 mills suc h strikes brok'3 out) our comrades 
intorvened, foiled tae Fifth Column and pro- strul?;,le elements and got the stdkes 
nettled anliCitbly and 91. i ckl.1.. 

Among the Railway workers too, a very exploGive s~tuati0n \J(;!.S Hris':'ng due 
to food short'lge . This c'.:me on the top of the already existin;> ncuie d :!;pcontent 
due to their de!land for additional dearness ' allowance not being gran~Ii'3d . ~ 
our timely inte rvent iOll once agHin cut the p;roum' from under the f,Jet !} f the Fifth 

Column 8l1c1 pro-ntrur,;;.1e elements . Ie united the workers., led de ut::ttiono to the 
<idninistl'at~on}l , ,ot as:Juranc_en from then r garding the vlorker;:; ' del unCls and on 
.i!lifl anis made the v/orkers resume '.-mrk . "The result \118 that the mischief- makers 
\1ho nacl come forward at the beginnin . were utte 'ly routed. 

er") \laS 

engaged 
f or thn 

HO\l important O~lr Party ' s in"terventiol1 in these C'tscs of 
can be [;aur;sd 3 frOIl-] the fact th,tt the Ilailway \'10 rkohops 
in producing valuable war nateriu.ls. Strikes here "l.7ou.ld· 
COlmtry ' 0 nU.r-o ffort . " 

tlle ·~v.ilwa r JOl'k-., 
in Bombay R~ a 1 6 

. e dinastrous 

. 
So nuch UOOl.t one point of r' iotdbution. Anot er vel" i·'1tJ0rt'l:1t one Yl:l.S 

t~1G GOVS1'J1'11311t Grain Shops. This waD the 30fteot spo-~ for t· e ;)enetratiol1 of t'1C 

lore our . int'H'vantiol1 c <uno out '.it the nick of timc. 0 just 
od fltixctx G 'rdo to 

Durin!,,; the..]) f iod un·dtH~_L.~.y"ievl , 19 distributod in al l OV0r 200 , 000 copies 
of lejletl3; \·Ie_J!B..14-~t 1, 500 stre'it- cornar J)Uloc:i;xKKJI und chawl moetilw::J wit.h 
fm uv )ny;o attendal1~...Q.Ltbout 1?~; we hel (-tbout 1 !=)0 sectionul OJ idau meetinpl 
Hit ~~l~age attelldncc of aoout J zOOQ.t .... Je holo 12 1'1 so r~llieo~iith ~IU a ve r=. 
~v,e ..lli.;.S attond£mce of "bout 6 , 000, The extent of flhown bL 

"the.,!;) fi~;ureo . 

An idea of the extent to \"lhi ch the inEuence o f -the Pa.rty ~l1d its n t ional 
defanca policy hue eaT. grown Mlong tho lorking cl as:3 since the c rioia c 1.11 be Got 
frOPl the f act that the union collee tion.!3. ofehe GirniK~npar Union (from the 
·vo l'kertl.. lhich f e l l from 9. 2AO i n Auf}lst to .t~ . 70 in S ptembe r (di r e ctly after 
the ulruot 9 Cdt1io ) .1uve been otertdily rising l3ino(3 t' en and have r ene t g. the 
peak figu r e o f ovar ~OOO i n J·l1u'ry . 

P. 

is s o 
in .. 2 

Both i n the Ho. Ul1"a. and Parel workshops of the G.I,P. Railway, our 
PtlI' ty cOMr ades had to be ever on the' alert. Fift h Oolwnnist leaflets used ~ 

J~ 
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flo ad t he shops. There were men . who were all the while pro vokin<; Jehe worker s 
into arson and other kinds of s-abotage , But for the ceasaless ' .lork of our c omrad eo 
there Vlould have been disasters 0 f the first order~ wi thwd~ serious consequences 
for the country's wur ·effort. 

In the Chola 'Povmr House, some fellows had put dust and ot ller rub .)ish in the 
en~inesal1d attempted a. huge bre ak-down of the plant. It 1.'nw , nouever, detect~ 
in time. On of our comr ades han happened to COl:1e across a bunch of norkers v.ho 
lJere planning to do SOm~ing. . It was he who ' brou ght home to the "lorKers the 
si :~nificance of their c plated crime. He read to them flLoke.yuddhal

', the 1Jarll'thi 
edition of the "People's War," and cQnvi.nced them that these are not pa triotic but 
treacherous acts. . 

The Fifth Columnist elements ~ !:l.gain, ha.ve been all the while e gging on the ' 
workers to strike. But it is our coDtl'ades who are holding the line firm. Come 
\'lhat may, they are det9rmined not to allow the . workers to be c aught in the snares 
of the ·Fifth Columnists. ' . 

An incident wh ich took place at the~arel Workshops is worth~ mentioni~; . 
One sweetmeat seller, it seems, had supplied bad stuff, as a result (.) f which ne3r l y 
a dozen workers were laid in bed': The next day the cry went round the 1varkers that 
the hawker ill question must qe punishe~. Some provoca:tive elements 1nanhahdled him 

. and looted his shop. Lo <)t i ng did not stop there. It went 011 s preading. The poli ee 
appeared on the scene and lath i-charged the crowds of workers . Our comrades intB P 
vened, asked. the police to stop tnd er$uaCl.ed the workers to return home. 

The Standard Mill (popularly known as the Akhandbari Mill) has always boon 
the stronghold of the Red Flag. The workers of this .mill, w.hen the crisis of 
Au!1;ust 9, overtook ~the country , got carried away by the mass indignation. CCH.5 -

ional strikes too used to t ake place. Our comrad.es , however, stuck ~o the workers 
(t ll 'the time and argued with them patiently a.nd incessantly. After months of 
such explanation, we have won over the vast majority of the workers entirely to 
our line. When tRs. a bomb was thro"J'm on the Party Pressz . a good number of ;.vorkers 
'croue forward themselves with the pro) osal that they would . bring out a lelrtflet 0 vel' 
their O\ID sip;natures condemning this bomb attack and appealing to their brothers 
of all other mills to rise in defence .0 f the Party. There is one whole section 0 f 
the weaving department manned almost fully by Hindu Mahao'lbhites , pro-struggle 
elemanto and Fifth Columnists. But for the dogged work .of our comrades, the 'ie 
lello"li'ls would defini t131y have put the entire mill .out 0 f commission and spraro au t 
to other mill s • 

.'~!oN1i THE SWDENrffi 

The orisis of August 9 affected the students of Bombay most deelJly beOCQ.1se 
the influence 0 f the .congress over the student masses here is very high. Almost 
all the COlleges and High School s emptied out a.nd the slogan ' ~iven by the . pro 
.§.truggle elements -was fo r inde fini te str'ike. There is an active ii.f ]'orward Blo c,# 

, and Congress Socialist Par ty , Fi fth Columnist group which was busy working up the 
student masses for sabotap;e • 

Our CODl'l1Unist students from .the very first day stuck to the student masses, 
br·l.Ving unpopularity , persollal inoults and slander , arguing with them patiently 
against st~botage and inde:f.'inite strikes • . 1'he attitude .of the police and of the 
,educa;t.iynal a.uthori~ies waa I1U)st unhelpful . Police entering school ahd college 
compounds arbitrarily, latn,i-char~ing the students; the collegeauthoritj:es vieti 
- miaing masses of active :Jtudent workers; such actions invariably were taken full 
advantH..ge of by the pro-strugs;le and by the Forward Bloc and COl1g~'ess SOCialist 
PRrjr,y boys to incite the student masses . And on the top of this all , ca~e the. 
aotion 0 f certain oollag!) authorities a,;~dl1st Oomm-uniet 6tuden~s . In St. Xavier ' 6 

College such action ronched fantastic proportiona , <Nt' stl1d.~nt boys were not 
,even allowed. to sell "Studen.t" (organ of •• the lUI-India StUd~11'lt6 ' Feder a:t i on irI 

. which stande for theE.olic¥ of nationa.l derence} inside the Co.llst1je , ,The ~rinci
pH.l of the St. Xavier's C9lJ.ar.;~ even went to the e"tel'lt of ela.ndering o,ur studen t 
comrudeo as. Go vet'nment aRents wlloneat " n;,UiotlaIisj:lt'ltudents ! Our a ctive student, 
.}'lgrke.x.:.3 t whQ}vere th&! onJ.y~roup \V.9'l"ldn~ amon~the fltudtint maas&!:;! ap:tiu§t st\bot' •. ~e 
f.!.nd indefinite strikes a~ainst overwhelming odds , wecepicked out and . expelled from 
_the instituti ons, ( In St. Xa.vier ' ::I College and' in the ROycll Institu t e of Science ) . 

No t hing could suit the pro- struggle' and the Fifth Co~umn el~nlentl3 
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llNN1HG OVER coimitEss BOYS 

the achievements of our student 
are situated) are remarkable. 

The most ~portant achievement of our student comrades 
been that the have been abl~ to cause a e lit in the ·ranks of the ro-etru e 
elaman s themgalva~. An influential group has coma to be formed among them Wh1gh 
is vigorously fighting aJ.l disruptive attempts to throw 'Out our comrades from 
the Bombay Students' Union. This group is also co-operating with our comrades on 
such important work as the food jrOblern. working along with our volunteer boya in 
the food queues, combatting theifth Column slogan of tood riots and looting. 
Tbis group is vigorousl" combatting all nro-Jap propaganda of the Forward Bloc 
and CongressSonialist Party boys. After the failure of tne slQgan of permanent 
strike, the Fifth Column sought to oatch in their snares individual students for 
preaching the gospel of the bomb and terrorism. Planting bombs inside the insti
tut.i01'l8 was the new job set by the Fifth Column. Here too, .ur comradesJ finnly 
supported by the group mentioned above, succeeded in oonvincing the student masses 
how d.espioable and criminal such acts were. 

To win OVST an influential ~ection of honest Congress student leaders tunaly 
away from sabotage and permanent strike, ~o get tneir cooperation in combatting 
Fifth Oolumn propaganda and.in constructive work on the food issue. is an achiave
men~ of t~eme'ildous importance in South Bombay. The Communist Party alone, on the 
basis of its pattiotid policy, can achieve this. On what basis 0$9 deluded pa~~t
~mn be countered exgeut on that of genUine patriotism! 

.--------.---
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MEMO ON OUR RELATIONS WITH THE GOVERN11ENT OF BOMBAY 
---------------

:l. BOMBAY 

J3EFORE AUGUST 9 

When the Central Government lifted the ban on the Communist Party of 
India, the Bombay Government released all the Communist detenus in the province. 
No restrictions or internments were imposed. Only 2 comrades, Comrades Dange 
and Batliwala continued and still continue, under detention, but they are 
Central Government detenus and to the best of our knowledge, the Bombay Govern
ment does not object to their reJ-ease. ~~ B--J..t.~~ /.::; ~~ ~ 

'-~. 
There was no interference on the part of the Government with the ~ 

o~ "People's War", our Central Organ, upto August 9. 

AFTER AUGUST 9 

a) BOMBAY CITY 

There were no arrests of Communists in Bombay City. Permission for meet.., 
ings in working-class areas was granted on August 9 kxi itself, BUT NO PERMIss

ION HAS STILL BEEN GRANTED FOR MEETINGS IN NON-WORKING-CLASS AREAS. 

The strong criticism of Government· s repressive policy in "People's War" 
as one which drives honest embittered patriots into the arms of the Fifth 
Column and weakens the cause of nationAl defence was resented by the Bombay 
Government and warnings have been given to the People' ·s War tori "tone down" 
its articles. 

BUT THOUGH THERE HAVE BEEN NO ARRESTS OF COlAMl)1USTS IN BCMBAY CITY, 
THE GOVERNMENTXS BY ITS DiDIFFERENT POLICY TOWARDS URGENT AND PRESSING WORKING-
C~SS DEMANDS AND TOWARDS THEIR TRADE UNIONS CREATES A SITUATION mEN SPOHTMiEOUS 

STRIKES BREAK OUT IN TEE FACTORIES, CAUSING INTERRUPTION m' PRODUCTION. A. 
number of such strikes have broken out in Bombay City recently. The lower offi
cials are entirely unmindful of the serious consequences such accumulated 
grievances of the working class may produce. The Bombay working class is one 
of the politically most advanced and most strongly organised sections in the 
whole country. To consistently ignore the working-class organisations, to 
refuse to interfere under the powers vested inthe Government under the Defence 
of India Act and satisfy the most reasonable demands of the working-class 
is to play with production. 

Especially to-day when the cloth shortage has become so acute in the. 
country, the Bombay working class has to playa key role in increasing product
ion. They can and are prepared to play this key role. What stands in the 

,~ way is the consistent way in which their Trade Union organisation is ignored 
in settling such issues and their pressing and urgent demands go unheeded for 

- months together. 

THE SITUATION URGENTLY CALLS FOR A POSITIVE ATTITUDE ON THE PART OF THE 
GOVERNMENT TO~VARDS ViORKING CLASS m!:MANDS AND TO. ARDS THEIR TRADE UNION ORGANI
SATIONS. 

b) MAHARASIITRA 

1. Arrests 

Ind~scriminate arrests of Party Members and s.YIDpathisers have been carr- l 
ied out in the districts of Maharashtra. The grounds alleged for such arrests f 
are (i) the terrorist political past of some of our comrades; (ii) past { 
association with the COngress and the holding of offices in the local Congress ! 
Committees and (3) Trade Union activity. 

COMRADE MAHAJAN was arrested because of his past terroris~7connections, ; 
connections which he has avowedly given up when he joined our Party. 

COMRADES ~{ADE AND SOMAN were arrested in Satara District, the first 
for organising the workers of the Cooper Workshops ~w~en the workshop super
intendent eveD began employing hooligans to smash the Union office furniture 
and snatch away the Union signboard) and the seoond for organising the G.I.~. 
Railway workers ~ Dhond. 
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2. Political hDlanato1'7 Qempa1gn 

PEmaSSIOll FOR DEi'IllG8 IS rM GIVEB ~ ~ so . that a mass poli v ... v ..... " 

~gD ~y the Part7 aga1Da~ sabottge i~rendered impossible. 

Even ,ales of "People's War" are tntedeNd with.. CqIU'ade.801D&tl 
118.25 for selli.J:lg "People's War" in what is called a "prohibited area". 
pamphlets published by the Party's official PubliShing House were seize~ 
him an4 DOt returned. 

Byen the P. V .:B. (Civil Defence Bripde) in Poolla, 
formed for the purpose of s~ren8th~ag Civil Getenoe, 
cult1 in obtainin6 pera~ssion for its aeetiDga. 

3. Police )(ethods in Satara Dist. 

All the known Parly Members exce.pt Com~ade Cbitale have been arreste. ill 
Satara. The police use the crudest and most intolerable methods agaias~ :.",g""t 

rade Chitale. They go to the extent of threatening bua drivers and forci4g 
them not to allow Comrade Chi tale to travel in. their bUSH. 

t- C~sor,h1p of our correspondence 

~ d},trict dak is betns .~steaa~io~~·taapered wit~ We have instance .,; 

Qf letters not be~ de~~ed to us at all &ad ot other letters taking 8 dala 
to reach Amalner from Poona. . 

80me of the District Magistrates have . adopted the practice of deaanding 
~itten statemente in the nature of an undertaking from our comrades. It 
cannot be too strong17 .. pbasised that suoh methods are ~parmissible in 4881-
1lig with a responsible P~ty whoae PQli<v is known Ula., whioh enjoins the 
.tr~ctest discipline QB ~1~ its .e~rs • 

• The Pt.:r'ty. cannot al.law individual 4_~ingJI • batween the local &U~rit;.. 
i •• and '&1'107 Keabers. · Slloh practioe leacls to tile pollcy and. fuaotioning -or 
the '&J'ty beins reduoecl to 11.u~V. ~h. ,olicy. of the hrty i. well-kDewa 
tOr :the ;OTernment. The tact that this policy ia bincl.iDB on all Party K.mbeft 
is eq~lll well~kDown to the GoverQaent. 

fD PUCTI.c. OF DISTRICT JUGIST.UTES IB 4SKDG:roIl SUO I1DIVIWAL S!ATB-
lID'" PAIltr JIlIlBOS .QlOUHS TO J. RDus,u, !O DUL WI!! !U PARTY .AS .l. 
RlSPODDLr POLIHO OllGAIIUflOB. n cannot allow thtl practice. !o a..JIlAllL&·~ 
sah 1m4ertaJt1itcs tantamount to refusal to release the Part7 
••• ber ~ •• r.ae4. 

.. 
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An appendix is added at the end of this Memo ~v~ng the list of names of 
comrades who have been arrested or on whom bans have been imposed. 

COMRADES JASWANT CHAWHAN AND THAKHOREBHAI PATEL have sent to the Government, 
on the instructions of the Gujerat Provincial Committee of the Communist Part, 
of India, a written statement reaffirming the poli¥y of the Party. Comrade 
Dinke~Mehta, the Secretary of the Gujerat Provincial Committee, has seen the 
District Magistrate of Surat about these 2 comrades, but the comrades have not 
been released yet. 

The arrest of COMRADE PRITHVI SINGH is a glar~g instance of ~ Government 
reliance on absurd police reports. THIS COMRADE WAS ARRESrrsD '~LE HE J.AS 
ENGAGED m A PROPAGANDA TOUR CAMPAIGNING FOR NATIONAL DEFENCE. PRIOR TO AUGUS! 
C(liliW)E PRI'rHVI SINGH HAD TOURED. ALL OVER GUJERAT, DOING PROPAGANDA FOR NATION1t 
DEFENCE AND HIS WORK HAD B:b"'N VERY EFFECTIVE IN TillS PROVIN CE . HICH IS A CONGRI
SS STRONGHOLD. AND YET SOME ¥EllY DISTANT n CONNECTIONS lIE HAD -nTTH TERRORISlt 
YEARS AGO ARE RAKED UP AND IE IS ARRESTED. 

All the comrades who have been arrested and have not been released are 
very popular mass leaders in their localities and by their continued incarcerat
ion the Government is only removing from Gujerat comrades who can most effect
ively counter sabotage and anarchy and rally the people for defence. 

Political Explanatory Campaign 

Meetings are banned allover Gujerat. EXCEPT AT THASRA AND DAKORE, NO 
PERMISSIONS HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO THE PARTY FOR MEETTI{GS. 

The Party, however, holds chawl meetings among the Ahmedabad working class 
and inspite of the utmost difficulties carries on its work of rallying the 
working class for national defence and against hold-up of production. 

Gover.nment Policy .. 

In Bombay City, wher~ the P~ty is strongest, there have been no arrests, 
but in Gujerat and in Maharashtra Districts where we are weaker, arrests have 
been many and permission to hold meetings are invariably refused. 

In Gujerat, a stronghold of the Congress, the local authorities work in 
a constant state of panic and in their paniC they arrest everybody willy-nilly, 
totally oblivious to the needs of defence and of seeking the co. operation of 
the people. 

In Gujerat and Maharashtra, the local authorities seem to be working on the 
basis that to-day there are only two parties in the country, namel~, the 
Government and the Fifth Column anu. that anyone who is not with the g overnmellt 
is with the Fifth Column. They expect us to modify our policy and cease 
critiCising the .. Government. 

The Provincial Government refuses to interfere as a general rule and 
leaves things to the local authorities. 

Such a %~ policy would not make us change our line. The Communist 
Party is an independent party with its independent patriotic policy, on the 
strength 'of which it won its legality. It CmL~ot allow its policy to be 
influenced by the attitude of the Government. The only thing Government woull 
achieve by this policy would be to hamstring the work of the only Party in 
the Province which on the basis of its own past patriotic work among the Plo
ple and its independent influence, rallies the people against sabotage and 
anarchy and for strengthening national defence. 

OUR WORK 

In spite of all these dif iculties, the unhelpful and often obstruotive 
attitude of the local off'icials, the Party has carried on its policy on tl:e 
three frontSI 

1. PRODUCTIOI: . Here the Party has awakened masses of workers to the n.ed 
to produce .. for the defenoe of the oountr,J and the needs of the peopla. 
The profiteering spirit that aniaates the owners and the reluctanoe of the 
PrOVincial Government to interfere in these .atters has bowever .&de this 
task extremelY difficult • . ~r . 
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Powers which . were in the Provincial Government under the Defence of 
India Act are not used in order to satisfy the urgent demands of the workers. 
HOWEVER THE WORK OF THE PARTY HAS KEPT PRODUCTION GOING, WITHOUT INTERRUPTION, 
in spite of the most frantic attempts ma e by several elements to bring about 

a deadlock. 

2. F 0 0 D 

On the food front, the Party bas achieved remarkable results. IN BOMBAY 
ON THE 5TH AND 8TH JANUARY, FOOD RIOTS WEHE AVERTED. IN NANroAON", SERIOUS 
RIOTS WE?..E PREVENTED by the courageous lead given by some Party sympathisere 
who implemented the Party line. But while in Bombay, the authorities in 
charge of law and order recognise this achievement and co-operate with us ( 
to some extent), IN TEE DISTRICTS THE LOCAL OFFICIALS ARE .db.RASS~NG THE PARn 
MEMBERS AND SYMPA'l'HISERS, REFUSE ALL CO-OPERATION Al'ID THUS CONTRIBU11E TO THE 
BREAKING OUT OF FOOD RIOTS. 

3. GENERAL POLITiCAL EXPLANATORY CAMPAIG.N 

The Party has carried on its political explanatory campaign. Through 
sales of "People t s War", in five editions (Gujerati, Marathi, Hindi, Urdu 
and English) it is carr,ying conviction to people whose number is ever-increas
ing, that the "struggle lt is suicidal. It weans them away from such activities 
to patriotic unity as the only way to secure a National Government. This 
work has been particularly fruitful in Gujerat and among the students. THE 
GUJERATI EDITIOn OF "PEOPLE'S WARIt HAS INCREASED ITS SALES F'{OM A FE~1 Htj'NDREDS 
IN OCTOBER TO 2,500 TODAY. FURTHER INCREASE HAS BE.t!;N S'rOPPED Dti'E ONLY TO 
LACK OF P AI'ER. 

STUDE.N~S: 

Amongst the students of Bombay, this explanatory campaign has been very 
effective. 

In the first phase, the Eommunist students by working among the mass of 
students kept groups of them away from rioting. In the second phase, it 
struggled to keep them off from sabotage and thus saw that the actual Fifth 
Column groups did not get ~l the patriotic youth to become its dupes. 
In the third phase, the work ..rH-,tgone on to fighting the Fifth Column both 
politically and practically. An incident that happened only the other day 
illustrates this vividly. The students with "struggle" sJmpathies were 
mobilised by our Communist students to jointly work on the food front. 
BUT ON 25TH JANuArl.Y, KBOUT A 100 sr.runENTS UNDER THE INFLUEJ.~CE OF THE UNDER
GROUND FIFTH COLU.r.rn BOSSES P .uANl~ED TO RAID A BANK IN BOMBAY. THESE STUDENTS 

MET SOME OF OUR COMMUlHST STUDENT LEADERS. OUR STUDENT LEADERS A.l:lGUED PAT
IENTLY WI'Eli 'EHnt, MADE THEM CLEARLY SEE THAT THE FIFTH COLUMN AS ONLY PLAY
ING WITH PEOPLE'S LIVES IN ORDER TO CREATE CONDITION S OF ANARCHY, WHICH 
WOULD NOT HELP ANYBODY EXCEPT THE J.AP INVADERS. .THE EXPLANA!l!ORY CAMPAIGN 
SUCCEEDED IN CONVINCING THE STUDENTS AND THE FIFTH COLUMN PLAN OF BANK RAID 
WAS FOILED. 

PRESENT POSITION 

The present position can be summed up thus. We are tolerated in Bomb., 
City because we are strong and some of the officials have been political 
enough to see that we cannot be intimidated into modifying our policy and 
that our line is the onlY line that a serious patriotic political party can 
take to-day. 

But the situation in the districts is worsening. The local officials 
act on the reports of ignorant ~d prejudic~ police officials and the 
Government does not want to interfere. 

We plac~ the following demands before the Government in the interests 
of our being able to carryon our work more effectively aaong the people. 
These demands are urged purely on the strength of the poliq of our Party 
to-dq 5 which, the Government know., is to rally the people tor u:t1cmal 
defence and to fight sabotage and anarcbT on every front. 

'1c 
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1. Permission for meetings to be given in general, particularly, in non
working-class areas; -

2. Permission for processions of workers and citizens. This would have a 
-devastating effect on the Fifth Column and enthuse the vast mass of people 
against it. 

3. Release of all party members and sympathisers of the Party mentioned in 
the lists ~nnexed. 

4. Paper facilities for the People's War, to further increase its circulation, 
particularly, in view of the Gujerati edition that we have added; 

5. In general, a greater political interference by the Provincial Government 
in the decisions of the local authorities. 



APPENDIX I 

GUJERAT 

Bans and arrests of comrades, 

1. Jashwant Chawhan 
2. Thakorebhai patel 
3. Laxmishankar Pandya 
4. Nanubhai Desai 
5 • Sardar Pri thvi Singh ' 
6. Warrant against Ismail Hirani within 

10 d_ays of withdrawal of previous 
warrant 

7. Externment order on Hariprasad 
Desai for 1 year 

8. Externment order» on Rajani 

Surat (10th August) 
Balsar " 
Dakore II 

Surat (10th Hovr. ) 
( August)' 

RajlCot (12th August) 

Rajkot state ( It ) 

Patel from Ahmedabad August 

--

(Efforts were made by Ahmedabad police to stop Chandrabhai Bhatt from 
going to Rajkot for Mahagai Conference, 13th January. Rajani Patel arrested 
and released after 2 hours - Thasra (Kaira District) 26th January. 

1. 

2. 

Sympathisers in Jail 

Babu Patel 
Ramesh Bhaga. t 

Ahmedabad (September) 
Surat (August) 

Four comrades arrested in Jamnagar state in September. 

4 
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' APPENDIX II 

MAHARASHTRA 

A list of comrades detained under the Defence of India RUles • 

1 • Vasant Gopal Kulkarni Arrested at Ambi Jalgaon 
2. Ramchandra Nagare Sangamner 
3. Bajirao Patil Belapur Road 
4. R. M. Devere Koregaon 
5. Dinkarrao N ikam Indoli 
6. Baburao NarewadiKar II 

7. Vishnu Balwant Purandare Purander 
8. A. A. Patil Kolhapur 
9. Madhllkar Ranade Satara. Road 
10. Snankar Soman Dhond l1J 

















ON AN AVERAGE B HlLD 75 SMALL GROUP MaTINGS Pm WDIC. ONLY ONE IotASS 
WAS HELD, 'ntAT IN »HUBRl •• BOTH IN DlBmJGARH AND 1ORHA'l', U SOUGHT 

,.""'''.&' .... _- 'llmLJ 'In HOLD MASS lDBTINGS, BUT DIe REWSED EV.IRr TDm. 



lffi.lO on OlJH 3ELATIOf S .ITH Tn";; GOV R1'M8IiT TIr AS.J_:w... V LLDY 

The attitude of the Assam Government has been unhelpful in the extreme towards 
our work. No change in their policy haS been observed correspondin~ to the declared 
policy of the Cantral Government in legalising our Farty. 

G~3.R..u.L ATTITUDE 0 " 

TlIE ATTITUDE OF 'llH~ C..tiI i ::>,,;,C.L..JT.l.i..RY, ill. DENT EHY, 10 Ol'.,J 0 ' VD'itY BLU T DI=:> RUsr!' 

AND HO..>rILI'l'Y. On our part, recognising the extreme gravity of the danger to our 
Province, we have tried our best to put fo~vard minimum concrete practical proposals 
which will enable us to rally t?e people against sabotage and benind defence. "The 
Chief Secretary, whenever our deputation interviewed him, gave the invariable evasive 
answer that he "would see the files and do the needful". But we regret to have to 
point out that till to-day not a single case brought forward by us has been disposed 

~ of nor have we been given co4Wete criticisms or counter-proposals. 

~he policy of our Party - that it is the sta~~chest anti-Fascist Party going in 
the country - is well-kno,\ID to all. BAR3.ING US AN.J THE TROTSKYI:;)rr FIFTH ;::OLt.JMNISTS 
GHvUP, THE...rtE I~ ... '0 OTlCR PARTY .. ORKING m-DAY AMONG THE P30PIE OF TTIS PROVDiC.J. Y::!~ 

TiL: CHI.3:B' SEC.tETArlY, IN ANSVrER TO ONE OF OUR DEPUTliTIOliiS, MADB _4. STfuillG.>:J ru::I.:JuUC: 

"EVt!RYBODY IS GOING IDID"SR THE NA1lE O.b' .A.NTI.!..FASCISM.lthO KJw':m .Jrtz'l1f!.ER SO FlU 

GOEBELLSES .ARE KOT MOVllW I N THIS ·.IAY .w.m IT IS V ~RY DIFFICULl' rro .JISTD GUISH it 

FASCIST FRO!': AN AllTI-F.d.SCIST!" 

It is difficult to square such an attitude' with the policy of the Centrat" Govern· 
mente The Central Government lifted the B-ye~r old ban on our Party only because 
it recognised our anti-Fascist credentials. Our work allover the country since 
August 9 is the b~st proof of our genuine anti-Fascism. I e have been the only farty 
in the country which had "to carry out, its policy facing fire from both sides (froln 
the Government and from our fellow patriots); and yet we stuck to our posts and 
rallied our people against sabotage and for defenceo We have been called Government 
agents by our fellow-patriots; one of our own well-known leaders in ~sam, Comrade 
Dhiren Dutta, was sever~y assaulted by the Fifth-Clumnists (and he was afterwards 
arrested by the Government!) as their most dangerous enemy. 

YET THE CHIEF SECRETARY SAYS HE CAN NOT DISTINGUISH BETW""EEN US AND THE FOR.7ARD 
BLOCISTS ! 

In October last, when Comrade Prosanta Sanyal had an interview with ~he Chief 
Secretary on~his question, he evaded the issue altogether. The only thing the 
Chief Secretary could say was to give Comrade Sanyal a warning - not to have anything. 
to do with the problems of the tea-labourers, ~vho, according to him, were quite 
peaceful and well-off. 

The same spirit of curt hostility was shown by the Chief Secretary when a 
deputation of the All-Assam Students' Federation under the lead of our comrades met 
him to discuss the policy of the .D.P.I. towards the students . We pointed O)lt how 
this policy of threatening]s:tudents en mnBs~ with dire punishment if they took any 
part in politics - and this at a time when we had succeeded in winning back the 
students away from strike into the institutions - would only drive the students 
further into the arms of the Fifth Columnist. We pointed out how the masses of 
stUdents would find very little to choose between such a policy and the Fascist 
policy of regimenting educati6:>n and culture in their countries. TO THIS THE CHIEF 
SECRETARY POINT-BLANK REPLIED" "THEN I AM A FASCIST". 

~ ( 
Three months ago the Premier told our representative that he would call for the 

files regarding arrests, bans, etc., on our qomrades"and consider the individual 
cases separately. Comrade Prosanta Sanyal has seen him several times, but nothing 

has been done yet. What ~ has happened i~ that matters have been left in the 
hands of the local Police who have arrested still more of our co~ade8, without . . l ~ 

the' slightest vestige of justification. ~l 
FAa ]IJiO' RELEASING THE ALREADY-1!PRISONED COMRAJ)ES Oil WITlID:aA'IING RBST.RICHO'HI"'<V 

ON OTH8RS, THE GOVERNMENT HA~ Alli-..ES~J OF OUR )lOST IMPORTANT .AND USEFUL PARTY 
COMRADES, JAGAT BHATTACHARJEE, DHIREN DUTTA. ~J) BRADB'JCRISBlU. GaSW'BI, AlI'r! WA1U ED 
CO¥iADES J3ISmW BASU AND DADHI )(0 N T m 



- 2 -

I.pHEY ViERE DOING. 

SUCH A POLICY CARRIED OUT ON A YOUNG PARTY LrEE OURS aOULD ONLY MEAN Tfu T APART 

FRO~.i THE GOVERNMENT AND THE FIFTH-COLUMNISTS (A STRONGLY ORGANISED G}(OUP ASSAIl), 

THERE WOULD BE NO OTHER PARTY LEFT IN THE PROVINCE. ONE CAN D!AGINE WHICH 0 THESE 

~UO COULD WIN THE PEOPLE IN TO-DAY'S POLITICAL SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY AND WHAT THE ( 
RESULTS WOULD BE. 

REFUSAL OF ALLF ACILITIES 

Not the slightest facilities have been given to us to carryon our work, even 
~he most elementary and most urgent jobs of civil defence. MEETINGS MiD PROC~SSIONS ~ 

. ~. 

ARE Bal'l.. ED IN ALL PLACES. EllEN WHE.R.E WE SOUGHT PEHhlI:::>~.!.()n TO MOLi) .wJ.~bTnfGS FOR • 

OPPOSING SABOTAGE, IT liAS NEVER BEEN GR.ANTED. IN DI~RUGARH, 17E RAV"'5 BE ..... N CONTD_ 

UALLY REFUSED PERMISSION TO HOLD MEETINGS TO IJi.AKE T.H3 PEOPLE A. R.P.-MDiDED AUD 

KEEPING UP THEIR MORALE. THE ~'IER GIVEN TO US raS TrlAT IF ',,"E SUBMITTED A COpy 

01!' THE PROPOSED SPEECHES , OUR C1>.SE MIGl:rrr BE C01~SIDERED. As A Party with an indep.. 

~ endent policy (on the basis of which we seoured our legality) we cannot do this. 

We can no more allow our policy to be modified by the G.overnment than Vve can allow 

it to be changed by our own fellow-patriots. And in any case for us to comply with 
this demand would be frustrating our own purpose of convincing the people. IN 
JORRAT, PE1"iMISSION TO FORM A CITIZENS' DEF..I!iNCE COMMITTEE lLJ) BEEN rlZFUSED . PER-
MISSION i1AS LIlmNISE REFuSED TO OUR PROPAGANDA SQ,UADS '1'0 ,])0 'flIEI.£{ .JORK OJ!' ANTI

FASCIST ~ND Ju.lTI-SABOTJ.tGE PROPAGANDA. 

The consequence of all this has been that a clear field is being left to the 
• active Fifth-Column ~ to work upon the people's sullen anger and demoralisation. 

The Government policy of mass collective fines, arrests and appointment of special 

constables on a mass scale to guard ~ specified areas and Railway lines produces 

this anger and demoralisation, the j!'ifth Columnist works upon it, we are hamstrung 

and paralysed. 

RELE.iL::>ES AFTER LEG1 .. LITY 

AFTER 'PRE P.aRTY lL.J3 BEEN LEG.w.LISED', NOT A SDlGLE C SE OF RELEASE Ort .REMOVAL OF 
. ORDERS Rh,S OCCURRED AS REGARDS OU'R COJ.VfR.ADES, WHEN C01IR.A.DE NIU4.ANI B...RTHAKUR IN A 

STATEMENT DELiJ.iillDED HIS RELEASE AS A....GOMl\iUNIST A~I T.H.8 SAl,;E TI.M:J DECL,illING THAT HE 

WOULD SlfRICTLY FOLLOW THE POLICY Oit' 'lIRE COMMUNIST P.-iliTY OF INDIA , HE i~;.S GIV~N TEE 

ANSWER THAT THE GOV"£R~Ml!lNT DO NOT KNOVl TlLl..T .l:lE IS A C(WI.I.UlfL:;,T. HEI.~ COMfulDE 

RAMESH SARMA, A M.l!avllib.R O.l!' Tfu} \WRKING COMllI'f'fEE O.c' 'r.tL.!; ALL INIDA :::>'l'UD.uN'l'S t FED~RATI 

DElV'l.liNDED T.H:1. V;I'l'HlJRAWAL O}' INTE.l.{N'11El T ORD.l!..L{i:i, HE vv.a3 IN.v'urlMED 'l'fui.T HIS CASE J.V1AY BE 

CONSIDEill1'D ONLY v/HEN & GAVE 1u'l U.NDERTAKllW TH..J1 HE ~IOULD OPPOSE; THB CONGRES~ STRUG
GLE. This despite the fact tb4t the policy o~ the ALL India Students' Federation 
is well-known to all the Provincial Gover~ents and on the strength of this policy 
stUdents adhering to it ha~e been released in every other Province. 

ARREST;;) Ol!' OUn. COMRADii}S M'TER J~UGUST9 

Our best and most useful comrades, those who had been doing most active cam
paigning against sabotage, have been arrested ~ after August 9. 

1. COMRADE DIIIIlliN DU'rTA WAS ARRESTED ON THE CHARGE OF INCENDIARISM 'mILE IN FACT 

HE WAS ON A TOUR IN 'l'ILE HO'l'BEDS DE' STHUGGLE IN GOLAGHAT CARRYING ON ANTI-SABOTAGE 
AGITATION. HE ll1~D PERSONALLY BEEN .ASSJULTED BY THE SABOTEURS' j!'Orl HIS !JORK . HE IS 

NOW DZT~iINED AS A SBCURI~Y PRISONER . 

2. COlliRADE J G T BI-IATTACRARJEE, A mMBEH OF THE AS' 1 VALLEY PAR',ilY UOMMITTEE, 

ruWu'll·D IN DIBHUGARH. HIS OHLY C .. {Dlli I 'fRAT lIE ,~A8 C UL.{YING .IITH HIM SO E 

PAPERS _ m LEIJl'LBTS OF 1HE S'1IUDENTS ' FEDE t'l'ION . UN W ..... ;3 AF'J!ER .1J.l..RD.3 If.ELE ~..:JIm 011 
BAIL . OBVIOUSLY NO EVID .hCE AGaIN~T HTh COuLD Bt:: HOCVrt'D, .AND TtG~ POLICE COULD 
liAKE OCT NO C • I' ..aGAINST HIM. aJ T1 ;Y Allit I iJ1l' ... D TIIE \J u1v..dlD.:.; o. C..!l GAIN , ill D TlIIS I 

TIME n ,,'I' lNED H 1..J .J~CUHI~'Y ·P~U.:>O!JER I JO T JAIL - i'OO") O.dVI..1.TIr Gfl~ UNCOJ,4FORT- i 
.ABLE NEC "S I'fY O}' B~ I mING 11' ALL! 

3. C()dR.t~1DE BHhDRAKRISIDla GOS , RESIDENT Ob' I tIE SI&$AGAR DISTRICT STUDENTS' 

FEDERATION, AS A:ttRESTED tlllILE C OLL:.!;C111 G SIGNATUi{ES .I!'OR .ti. :M:ELiORANDUM :REGARDING J 
TilE D ND 10~{ Id.I01{AL GOV ' Ill, Ah"D Co VICTED. T18 PLEA O~l 'lIHE POLICE WASfHAf l 
HE SUPPOHTB TlIE STRUGGLE!. If to ask for National Goverrunent is to bJ construed as 
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supporting sabotage , then even the . Viceroy's Executive Councillors can be called 
"saboteurs" ! 

ATTITUDE OF POLICE AND DIS TRICT .M'.l GISTRATES 

The 3 cases above show the manner in which the local police deal with our com
rades . From the Appendix submitted at the end/ one can see the Party standing of 
these 3 comra«es and the entirely inexplicable attitude of the police in charg ing 
them with supporting sabotage . 

The fact that as a Party w e st.and for National Def-ence and against sabotage 
has not ma de t h e s lightest diff erence in their attitude. 

IN GAUBATI , THE P OLICE RlliDED THE PARTY OFF ICE , SEIZED ALL TrlE ~OSTERS AND 

ARRESTED COMRil.DE GOURI SRANKER liBilTTACHARJEE AND N.£iNDES \'iiill TALDKDlI,R . I N Tl-iIS CA::iE , 

HOw~VE...q , THE P I.. LICE COliLD PI1II1) 5 0 '_ I 'l'TLE EVIDENCE THAT THEY HAD TO RELE. I.SE THESE 2 

COMRADES liFTER 5 DAYS • 
. 

THE ATTITUDE o:B1 rHE DISTRI CT ~,LAG IS TRATES Hr TEE DI STRICTS I S THAT lll .Mo slr eASES 

,]}IIEY GO ENTIRE LY Bj THE ... iliPORTS OJi'THE LOCAL P OLICE . . I n LAKSEMI PUR , THE DIsrrRIC T 

Ivl.AGISrrRATE I S V-IOLENTLY .A.N'r AGONI S'l'IC rrO'.i.A.RDS US . REFUSALS OF P ·iRMIS SION FOR MB:ErrIN 

GS , SEARCHES OJ? STUDENT FEDERAIJ.' ION OFE'ICE , AliRESTS OF STUDENT FEDIDR.I~TION WOP.KERS -

THIS I S ALL THAT wE GErr . 

Further details will be sent i n a supplementary report . 
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APPENDIX 'A I 

QQ]L DEMaNDS 

~e are submitting the following concrete practical demands on the basis 
of which we shall be able to rally the people far more effectively for def
ence and combat the Fifth-Columnist than we are able to do to-day. The 
task of rallying the people's morale in this Province becomes extremely .1 
important when we bear in mind that the people of this Province are the most 
threatened and the most exposed to air-raids and Fifth-Column i~'iltration 
and propaganda. It is in this Provilce too that the maximum amount of good 
feeling w1d co-operation should be there between the army and the people. 

We are prepared to discuss these demands with Government representative~ 
with a view to further clarification. 

1. RELEASE 0:&' ALL IMPRISO.NED COMR.uD~S INCLUDING COMR.aDES JAGAT BHA.TTACRAR-
~ JEE, DHlREN DUTTA, AND B.GOSVIAMI AND VITHDRAWAL O.i!' RESTRICTION ORDERS :B'ROM 

ALL CONCERNED PARTICULARLY FROM RAMESH SAEU. NIlHAI B.n.RTHAKUR, P.8.BI' ... RA ROY, 
BENOY CHAKRAVARTY, SREElvlaN PRAFULLA GOSW I, SADHU SINGH (Nb.LBURI). A 
full list is given in Appendix 'B'. 

All these are comrades who are responsible Party members. The first 3 
comrades are particularly influential among the people and their arrest has 
crippled our young Party and its work considerably. Their arrests have 
only meant that the biggest enemies of the Fifth Columnists in this Province 
h~een removed from the midst of the people. 

2. Total cancellation of all special measures imposed upon our comrades 
for alleged complicity in sabotage. 

3. THE: RIGHT TO 1l0LD PUBLIC MEBTINGS GUARDED BY S'lUDENT ]'EIJERll..l.IOn aD 
PARTY VOLUN'fEERS FOH POPULAl: ISmG OuR P",";'-(TY POLICY. 

Our Party in Assam Valley is comparatively young and it is difficult 
for us to reach out to the people effevtively without the right to hold 
public meetings. We have won enough influence amoIle; the people to-Jay to 
be able to guurantee that our public meetings will not be broken up or lead 
to disorders. As it is to-day, our cadres have to do all their agitation 
from house to house which is a tremendous ~ndicap to us. 

4. HIGHT fro b"ORbll DBb'1!4 H,;E CO.Ml:4ITTEES UNHAMPr.;llliD FOrt 'lACKJiIliG Ir& PliOBw\lS 
OF FOOD, A.R.P., FIRS~ AID, ETC. 

The most effective w~ to-day to rally the people for defence and com-
., 

.1 t 

bat the Fifth-Colufn is through enlisting people's co-operation in matters ' 
l 

like .1.P. and First Aid. If we make the people of Assam .Valley A.R.P.- ' 
minded and enlist their co-operation (which they are prepared to give to-d~y 
since the Jap bombings began), the Fifth Column loses its biggest battle. 
IIJ.I liS 0.1: BOMBINGS aND ON FOOD 8.1iOrl.TAGE r:J.1ID T TIm FIF1rH COLUMN JOULD"'BANK MO..,T 
n~ CllliATING PAN! .AND DISAF'ECTION AMO'~G THE tf PEOPLE. THE DZFENCE COM
MIllI1~ES W 1JLD DEAL 'lITH ALL PROBLl'J S 01<' P OPLE'S D:.DFENCE. I'f I~Y B.c.. NorlED 

t 
IffiRE THAT SUCH PEOPLE'S DEFLNCE CO ITTEES HAVE B~~N SET UP IN lj ~Y DISTRICTS 
o 1 BENGAL AND ARE DOING VERY USEl!'UL 'ORK I!~ RALLYIr G 11 ~ P;OPLE IliOn D1!..!FENCE. 

5. FREEDOl" 110 WltK IN 111m: 1'EA GAIill N AREAJ TO KEEP UP ~I.lH,!.o MOhALE OF rrilE 
P1ANTA~J!ION 1lJ30U.d. 

We raise this noint because the problems of food. and panic due to 
bombings, etc., have become acute among the garden labourers. No·t; even the 
most elementary anti-Fascist propaganda is being done among them. Should 
Jap bombings increase. and 9anic and disaffection get into their ranks, then 
it would be a disaster for our Province. Panic and discontent among the 
garden labourers could etsily lead under such Kwxt* conditions to riots and 
the effect of these on the other sections of the people woulc1.: be serious. 
Cordo~ing off the tea-garden labourers from all outside contact would a180 

s! 

\ . 
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give a free hand to the Fifth Column panic mongers and rumoJr- mongers . The 
Labour Member of the Central Government has announced that legislation is 
being planned for the plantation labourers . Such legislation is coming for 
the first time in the history of plantation labour. ?his is a recognition 
of the importance to-clay to the cause of defence of the morale of the Assam 
plantation labour. 

GRANT TO U~ TrlE MOST ELEMENTAliY RIGHTS O~' DOING ~iTI-FASCSST PROPaGAND~ 
AMONG THE LABOU-.rtERS i OULD IN ITSEU' COnSTITUTE A -VERY VALU.ABLE S~IJ.!;P. 

6. RIGHT OF MOVEMENT AM0.NGST THE RAILWAY WORKERS 

In the other Memo on Political- Practical activity, we have drawn attent
ion to the serious strike situation which was about to b:reak out among the 
Railway workers on account of certain grievances of t heirs . Our inter-

~ • vention alone averted this disaster . Keeping up the morale of the Railw~ 
workers is of first rate importance . ' They are the backbone of the A:rmy a t 
the Front . Such situations as the one me~ioned above will recur again and 
again unless the Railway workers are tackled seriously and rallied to

4
stick 

firmly to their posts. This job can be done only by leaders in whom the 

.... 

workers have confidence. Should Jap bombings i n crease , that would once 
again give an oPlortunity to the Fifth Columnist to spread panic and dis
content among the Railway workers . The Railway workers are just the section 
on which the Fifth Columnist would try to concentrate in this Province . 

THE FAC'l'ORS CAUSI1~G PANIC aND DISC01~TENT ARE A11GADY THERE . 
D~~~fDING NOTHING MORE THAN FACILITIES TO COUNTERACT THESE. 

7. RIGHT OF MEE'rrUG WITHIN THE INSTITU'lIIONS . 

Without this it is imppssible for us to combat the Fifth Column. 
effectively among the student masses • 



APPENDIX 'B' 

LIST OF COIi.RADES IN JAIL OR KEPT UNDER RESTRICrrIONS 
..... 

IN JAIL: 

1. JAGAT BHATTACBARJEE (Sibsagar). Arrested under Seotion 129 in October 
1942. He is one of the import~~t 

members of the Assam Valley Conmit t ee of the party and a very good organiser. 

2. DHIREN DUTTA (Golaghat) Arrested under Section 129 in November, 1942. 
He is our best agitator in the Party. Very 

po~ular among the peasants. The places where he toured and forme d Kisan 
Samities are jus t the Pla~~~1where sabotage was completely kept off. 

3. BHlillRAKRISHNA GOSW~JI. Convicted under Defence of India Rules ~ for 
alleged possession of prejudiCial li~erat~e. 

He is President of th~ Sibsagar District Student Federation. He, single
handed kept a considerable section of the students away from sabotage. The 
Fifth Columnist influence (Trotskyists) is very strong in Sibsagar and this ' 
comrade was our leading worker in the Studen~ Federation. 

lUEENDRA HAZARIKA 
KAMAL GOGA! 

UNDER TRIAL: 

) Detained under Defence of India Rules in Dec
) ember 1942 

6. R..A1rIESH SARMA. For alleged possession of prejudicial literature. 

.1 

Member, Working Committee of the All Assam Students' . I 
Federation. He was interned in June in his village home in Tejpur while he. 
was ~ouring the whole valley propagandising the National Defence policy of 
the All India Students' Federation just after the Delhi Con~erence of the 

~~ A.I.S.F. Arrested in Jabuary 1943 • .,.. 

C', , 

He is a very popular leader among the students. It is due to his 
i nability to move among the people that sabotage in the dis t rict of Tejpur 
was so acute. Even from his place of internment, he was able to influence 
Congress leaders so much that when one of the Tagorite leaders (Trotskyist 
group) tried to use the Congress name for his Fifth Column work, a Congress 
leader over whom Comrade Ramesh Sarma had iruluence kicked out the Tagorite 
and burned all the Fifth ColumnxBxfiEf leafletso If this comrade is rel
eased and all restriotions removed, b could, single-handed, rally the 
entire people of Tejpur actively behind defence. 

! . 

i 

TARA B.A.RTHnUR. For alleged com'Plicity in sabotage. He-arrested in I 
h I 

Janw;u-y 1943 while being release after finishing his ... I 
Cl 

previous term of imprisonmento 

8. SarMAN PRAFULLA GOSWAMI. 

EXTERNMENT: - 9. DR. BENOY CB.A.KRAV.a.R'l'Y 
P .t..BITl:t.A ROY ~ 

Interned in 1940. Passed one year's , impris-, 
onment in the meanwhile. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 

.AMIYA DAS GUPTA 
SUdIUL DAS GUP' 'A 

lUl1 ... .AlH B.u.RTllAh'UR ) 

GADhU SINGH ) 

) 
) 

Externed from the Province under Defence of 
India Rules in 1940 

Externed from all Districts of Assam Valley except 
Goalpura. 
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r MEMO ON OUR RELATIONS !!!!!_!!¥.2_~~~ERNlv'iENT IN ASSAM VALLEY 

(Supplementary) 
ATTITUDE O.l!' POLICE AND DISTRICT MAGISTRATES 

It has already been made clear that the attitude of the local Police 
towards our comrades is most unjustifiable and does not bear any relation 
to our policy or to our activities. One more example of this bas come to 
hand. In the case of Comrade Mahendra Hazarika of Sibsagar, the polic~ 
tried to put him up for conviction in the court, but they could produce no 
evidence whatsoever. When they' failed in getting him convicted legally, ~ 
they put him into detention under Section 26 of the Defence of India Rules! ... 

A more blatant case of abuse of. authority could hardly be imagined. 

,So far has this policy ~ against Communists gone that a special levy 
A has been imposed on our comrades (for example Comrade Bishnu Ba,su, J.Saikia 

and others) for alleged sabotage activi ty( And, not only this, as punish
ment for alleged complicity in sabotage work, Comrades Sarat Datta of Jorhat, 
Robi Roy of Dhubri, and Tara Barthakur of Sibsagar have been asked to 
function as special Police officers. 

To round this up, "People's War", our Central Party organ, and "Jana
yuddhau , the organ of the Bengal provincial Committee, have been ref used 
entry into Jorhat Jail while other nationalist journals are allowed entrance! 

Everybody in A~sam knows the policy and activities of the Communists. I 
It is well-known to everybody that in Golaghat where our comrades were most I 

successful in checking sabotage activities, pro-struggle elements incited by i 
the Fifth Column attacked our comrades while in study class with dangerous 

l!eapons and wounded 4 comrades including our Secretary and Comrade Prasanta 
San al. In Jorhat too they threatened Comrade Bishnu Basu D.Mahanta, • 
and others with aSSault for prQpagatin our Party li~. 

And yet after all this, o,ur comrades are singled out for "special" 
treatment for alleged complicity in sabotage activities! Which is truer 
evidence of our comrades I activitiesl the word of the Police or t he actual i 

fury of the pro-str~ggle and Fifth Column elements against us? 

Why is it that the local Police take up such an attitude towards our 
comrades? We think 3 reasons can be adduced. Firstly, we suspect that 
.in the Police Department, itself, there is some Fifth Column influenceo - I 

~ fact, in one of his interviews with the Premier saadullah' during Assembly f 
,3ession, our comrade Misra put this forward and gave all his arguments. ..., ! 
~he Premier in the end had to agree with our contention that there are Fifth I 

t e Police De artment. The second reason is t h1:1. t in J 
most places there is a EHJIm.U concealed sympathy for the "struggle" in the 
~fficersf ranks which c l d easil be turned into connivance at repres s io; 
against u.!!; ~nd thirdly, there ~eems to be a t endency' w:i, t hin the police 
r anks to save themselves the bother of following 0 UI' comr ades ~nd watChing 
t heir activities by arresting them and removing' them f rom the field altoget-
~ On no other ground can we expla in Comrade Jaga

l
t Bhattacharjee t s first 

al 'rest in Dilbrugarh for oarrying ..... blank: receipt books of' the Students' 
Federation and some legal printed leaflets. 

_ .... __ .... 

'" 



KDlO ON OU-R REUTIONS ITH TH& GOVERNMENT SUBKITT"ED BY THE 
SURMA VALLEY DISTRICT COdITTEE O.l!' THE C~lMUNIST P..iliTY OF INDIA 

-----
(Upto first week of February) 

In the Kemos submitted by our comrades of Assam Valley the strategic 
importance of Assam from the point of view of national defence as well a s 
the general attitude of the Assam Government towards our Party have been 
described. It has also been pointed out that there is a relatively strong 
Fifth Column group working in .... saa, namely, the Tagorites (Trotskyites). 
In fact, Assam Valley is the Headquarters of the Tagorite Group. 

IN SURMA. VALLEY, PARTICULARLY IN THE DISTRICTS OF SYLHET AND CAClU.R, 
OUR PARTY HAS VERY STRONG INFLUENCE .wONG THE CONGRESS lIASSES. OUR 
STRENGTH INSIDE THE CONGRESS OHGANISATIOi ITSELF WAS VERY GREAT ArnD IT WAS 
ON THE BASIS OF THIS STRENGTH THAT ME MOVED INTO ACTION VERY SUCCESSFULLY 
AG .... INSt,r SABOTaGE AUD ANARCHY AMONG CO.c 9-BESS PATRIOTS AND Tllli MASSES. 

Our Party is far stronger in Surma Valley than it is in ABsam Valley. 
Our ~ strength inside the congress organisation too is far stronger. 
Paradoxically enough, it is this latter fact which has made the Government 
come down upon us in Surma Val~ey even more heavily than in Assam Valley. 
Overlooking the fact that we work among congressmen and among the people as 
an independent Party with an independent policy, that we -alone , on the basis 
of our past patriotic work inside the congress organisation, can to-day 
successfully wean away Congress patriots from the path of "struggle" and 
lead them on to the path of national defence - THE GOVEltNMENT HAS Ti>XEN UP 
!BE ATTITUDE Ob' LUMPING EVJ£RY POLITICAL 'ORKER IN ONE CATEGORY, .NAMELY
PHO-STRUGGLE COx GRESSl4EN. 

What the result of such a policy would be for the country in general 
and for Assam in particular has been indicated in the Kemos su'-itted by our 
Assam Valley comrades. IN THIll CASE OF SUBIlA VALLEY, HOWEVElUJ. WHERE CONGRES~ 
IlfFLUENCE IS PARTICULARLY STRONG, REPRESSIOlf DlBEC'l'lID AGAIN::iT OUR COMRADES 
WOULD O.r LY DB, GmNG A JRD JlIILD TO PRO-STRUGGLE AND FIFTH COLUJO ELEIIENl'S 
The Fifth Column trades on Congress influence and it works on Congress 
patriotism. Our Party alone, on the basis of our own iDfluence and pres
tige aoquired .. ong congressmen in the past by our work inside the Congress 
organis4tion. can effectively fight the Fifth ColUlUl and rally the COngres8 
patriots to the p~th of national defenee. Repression against us only 
means leaving the Congre8s-m1nded .asses face to face with the Fifth Column, 
with no one to intervene effectivelY. THE SOIL IS ThERE, RIPE FOR FIFTH 
COlDlN JlISCHIEF - CONGDSS INFLUENCE .AND PEOPU'S dGER, ro HABUS AND 
RAKSTRING THOOli: WHO ALONE CAN CBOX: THE FIFTH COLlDllf FBOIl ORKING ON THIS 
SOIL BY COUlfTERIBG MISGUIDED PATRIOTISM nTH GD'IIlII PA'l'BIOTISll, MEAB'S Ilf 
BPDC!f LlAV G A llD IU'I J'IELD TO THE FIFTH COLUKN TBAITORS. 

BKHUSE~, BTl" .Ar@ LEG LISATION 

The legalisation of the Puty by the GOTerDllant of India has not ch.aD.gII. 
tke attitude of the ~s .. Goverument towards the C~ist8. THBRE AS 
OlILY ONB D TO Pl\OVDICB LY, THAT OJ' CQlRADJI BIRESH 
lU _ rBOll n.m: JAIL. 

Atter the PatDa S.ssion of the All India Students' Federation Conter
ace (_.re the aesolution on the changed attitude towards the .~JWaa 

pt ). and 'b. fore the Delh1 la tional Defence Convention, ew1aI 
.t ....a,. • 
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ALL THESE WEHR ALLO'ffi]) TO ATTEND T.fIE DELHI CONVENTION. SINCE THEN 

HOWEVER THE DETENTION OrtDERS, ETC., HAVE NOT BEEN REVIVED. 

Some relaxation of permission to hold student meetings was visible. No 
other poli tical or~anisation would generally get any permission to hold meet
ings. but the Students' Federation would get one or two chances to hold them 
only in urban areas. 

GOVERNMENT P01IC~ ell 

But these cases have been only a few rare exceptions. The policy 
of the Government towards the Communists, as stated in the replies given 
by the Chief Secretary to a Press Conference just after the legalisation of 
the Party, seems to be something entirely different. To a query and some 
supplementary questions if the Government of Assam vouldr elease Communist 1-

prisoners, and withdraw restrictions on Communist internees and externees, 
THE CHIEF SECHETAcl.Y TOLD rrHE PRESS REPRESENTATIVES THA THERE WERI!: POSSIBLY 
NO COMMUNISTS IN ASSAM BEFO.rl.E LEGALISA1ION; AND ']hOSE WHO CALLED Tl:i.ii.:M-
SELVES COMMUNISTS AFTER LWA.LI~.A. ION COuLD NOIJ.' BE TAKEN AT THEIR WORDI. 

THE LIST OF COMRADES AR.."RESTED, INTERNED .. EXTERNED .. OR GAGGED SINCE THE 
WAR BROKE OUT UPTO THE FIRS',r WEEK OF FEBRUARY IS GIVEN IN THE APPENDIX TO 
THIS MEMO. A BRIEF DESCRIPTION O1i' THE WOJ:\K iE BAVE DO E IN SURMA VALLEY 
SINCE THE CRISIS 01" AUGUSTp BROKE OUT IS LIKEWISE GIllEN IN THIS MEMO. FROM 
THESE TWO ITEMS ALONE ONE CAN JUDGE WHETHEli THERE ARE COMMUNISTS IN ASSliM OR 
NOT. THE CHIEF.SECRETAHY'S STATEMENT AMOUlfTS CLEARLY TO A REFUSAL TO 
APPLY THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT I S CHANGE OJ? POLICY TO"'A..illS T~::J COMMUNIST ~ 
PARTY TO THE COMMUNISTS IN THIS PROVINCE. 

REPRESENTATIONS MADE . TO GOVERl~NT AFTER LEGaLISATION 

We have. on our Side, made several representatio~s to Government . on the 
subject and shown our willingness to discuss things concretely. 

1. On 4.9.42, Comrade Prasanta Sanyal met Mr. Dennehy, the Chief 
Secretary to the Government of Assam. The attitude of the Chief Secretary 
was frankly hostile. An account of this interview is given in the Memo 
of our Assam Valley comrades. 

2. On 13.9.42, Comrade Biresh Misra met Sir. M. Saadullah, Premier 
of Assam, with a Memorandum. This was formally endorsed by the Secretary, 
Surma Valley District Committee on 15.9.42 

A copy of the relevant parts of this Memo is attached herewith as an 
Appendix. 

3. On 26.11.42, Comrades Karuna Sindhu Roy and Biresh Misra met the 
Government representative with another Memorandum wherein alone with other 
demands, withdrawal of restriotions on Communist internees and externees, 
of cases against Communists and unconditional release of CommIDlist Security 
Prisoners, were made. No direct reply to this has been given as yet. 

CHIEF SECRETARY'S ANSWER TO 0 R REPRESENTATIVES - - -- ---
Despite all these representations, the at~itude of the Government rem

ained unchanged. On 25.9.42, the Chief Seoretary to the Government gave 
the following answer to the Surma Valley Committee (as a reply to our rep
resentation of 1509.42), 

1. REGARDING RELEASE 010' CO.M..M:UNIST PHltiONERS AND RELAXATION Ol!' ru:S
~'RICTIO~S, THE GOV.i.!:RN}lEN',r HAVE BEEN '''ICKDW TO THEIR LETTER DATED 1.9.42 

HEREIN TID.. GOI/Ert!fMENI! Ir~STRUCTED f HI:. D.I.G. Ol' POLIClll, AS~AM, '1'0 DEId.AIm 
UNDERTAKI GS J!'ROM THEM, T}lAIl' 'l'H.tilY " ILL OPPOSE ANY Acr,HVITY IN PURSU.ANC~ OF I 
'l'HE CIVIL DISOBEDIElfCE PROGRAlvU<AE". THE GOVl:: N'r ARE "NOT PliEPARED TO 
RELAX THE RESTHICTIONS P~~CED ON PERSONS HO DO NO~ BLLO~G TO THIS PROVINGi 
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AGAINST THEIR ENTRY INTO IT SINCE Tl:IEY ARE SATSIFIED THAT THE LE~DEBS D 
PEOPLE OF ASSAll ARE WELL ABLE TO CONDUCT THEIR AFFAIRS 'WITHOUT ASSISTANCJ: 

FROK OUTSIDE" . 

2. Ban on "Sanghati" (our Party organ) withdrawn. 

3. Regarding relaxation of regulations of meetings and processions, 
the District authorities were already empowered to "pass such general as 
as special orders as they find satisfactory .and sufficient to ensure their 
control" . Government "do not find it possible to interfere with the 
disoretion" of the District authorities. 

4. Regarding freedom at movement in the Tea Gardens the Government 

could not I1com-pel the Management to abandon their right to regulate" 
ion in tea-gardens AS GARDENS WERE NOll! "PUBLIC PROP.i!.oltTY" . 

5. Regarding Irawat Singh, "he is an inhabitant of the state of 
Jlanipur and the Government of Aasam oannot intervene on his behalf". 

6. "The question of release or relaxation of restrictions on the 
Communists mentioned in your letter of 15. 9. 42 will be re-examined on the 
basis of reports which are being called for" . 

DDlAND FOR INDIVIDUAL UNlmRTAKINGS 

d ('ll ABOTBt THE GOVLlOOlENT ' S DEMAND FOR UNDERTAKINGS FROM OUR 
COMRADES AKOUNTS TO A REFUSAL TO TREAT OUR PARTY AS A SERIOUS AND RESPONS
IBLE POLITICAL PARTY. We are an independent politioal Party with our own 
independent policy and with the strictest discipline . IT WAS ON THE BASIS 
OF THIS POLICY AND THIS DISCIPLINE THAT THE GOVE~NT OJ INDIA LEGALISED 
OUR P.iUlTY. The policy of our Party towards this "struggle", and towards 
National.Defence is well-known to the Government . Our work allover the 
country and in this Province since the crisis has amply made this clear. 
The Government also knows that this policy is binding on all our Party 
members ~d that the degree of centralisation and discipline enforced 
within our Party is stronger than in any other political Party. AS A 
SERIOUS POLITICAL PARTY, WE C.A.NNO~ ALLO OUR COVRAIJItS TO DEAL li DIVIDUALLY 
WITH THE GOVElOOWfT OR nTH .ANY OTliEli PARTY. TO DEMAND SUCR UNDERTAi:INGS 
FRaIl OUR COMRADES MEANS THiBVOBE , II D' CT, RD"USDlG TO CO~ S~R ~IR 

CASES ON THE SftEBGTH OF THE POLICY D THI ORX OF THE PARfi. 

Our tntemee oo..,rad •• iJl S7lhet .eat the followiq replJ' to the Deputy 
Commissioner 1D &newer to the d .. aDd for an undertaking. 

liThe pctli07 ot the Co_unist Part7 of India which 1. be1Dg .7st .. &t1o
al~v ventilated thro~h ~ »re •• and platiora, i8 quite well-kDoWD to the 
GoverDIDent . J.a & a.ber of the said 'Pv'tJ' I have be .. })ursuing and shall 
p~ue the •• e pol107 and procraaae and .hall alwqa abide by the deoision 
of 111' Part,.. Be7ol'ld tpt I .. not prepared to give any undertaking to 
bo4..v on a.ny particular point of our programae detaohed from the whole" . 

Thia answ.r ,houl4 have aade it. cl.ar to the GoverDllent that theae 
oomrade. are 107al aDd tea4fast .e.bera of the Co_uniet Party and abide 
b:r its pol1q ~Q • ~ ~B.lT ~HING HAPPENED AFTER THIS ANS HO 
GOVJ!llUilIDT'S ]]!XAI']):&'O D1J) VIDUAL tnmERTilXINGS DANS IN EFFEOT BEFUSIIG TO 
CO SID& THEIR d.ASls. 

R8fUtinl (JOT rae. I. refwaal torelax restrictions placed on P.:reon 
"wl:lo b.lon~ to thi Province" , this 1. hichl7 unjus 
are nuaber. of o.ur~. al OQC'ade. wbo are v rl influential 

-one t })eO» iD jJJ • _d who oa.n do ~ abl. work 111 ...... 

&W&7 t c1 &11&1"Clq. In »1&0 •• "heft Part 
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atively weak and our comrades young and not having much experience (like 
Assam Valley), such experienced comrades are a valuable asset in helping 
us to work out our policy among the people. Our Assam Valley comrades in 
their Memo have drawn Government's attention to the fact that they brought 
Comrade Prasanta Sanyal from Calcutta to assist them immediately after 
August 9 and that Comrade Sanyal's assistance was very valuable. No other 
Provincial Government has taken up the attitude that outside Communists 
cannot be allowed to KmX*.x enter their Province, such a policy means cutting 
across the Central Government's declared change of policy towards the Com
munist Party. Such a policy only means weakening the forces that can work 
most effectively to stop sabotage and anarchy and rally the people towards 
national defence. 

Besides, the distinction Government draws between persons "belonging 
to this Province" and "outsiders" is meaningless and artificial. Our 
Party units in Surma Valley and Assam Valley have all along been working 
under the close guidance of the Bengal Provincial Committee and with the 
help of Bengal comrades. For the Government to draw such a distinction 
only shows the Government's eagerness to hamstring and restrict effective 
Communist work to the greatosi degree possible. Whom such a ~olicy would 
help in the present situation, we have indicated at the beginning of this 
Memo. 

,COMRADE IRAWAT SnWH 

Re. Comrade Irawat Singh, Government's answer is unsatisfactory. 
Manipur State is strategically the most vulnerable part even of our Province. 
The Jap army is entrenched some t ens of miles east of Im'Phal. Jap agents 
are busy at work among the Manipuris. Comrade Irawat Singh, the accredited i 

leader of the Manipuris has clearly expressed his views supporting the war 
and his readiness to mobilise the people's forces for resisting Jap agg
ression. 

To refuse totake steps for the release of this comrade, under pleas of 
t.chnical formalities, is to gravely endanger the safety of the Province. 

RE. FACILITIES ~"'OR NORK 

Re. meetings and processions, how the present position seriously 

'f 

hampers our work is indicated in the Memorandum of the Surma Valley Districtt 
Committee of 15.9.42 to the Assam Government. Government's answer evades 
the point altogether. 

. 
Regarding the Tea Gardens, the Government's plea that the Gardens are ~ 

not "public property" is clearly unteaable. Factories and mills are not 
"public property" either, still the Government has po"ers to interfere to 
enforce reasonable xx.~ legislation to safegUard the reasonable interests 
of the workers and the safety and defence of the land. Our demands in this ,D. 
respect of the Tea Gardens are only minimum demands whereby we can check 
Fifth Column disruption among the Tea Garden labourers and rally them 
against ~anic and for strengthening production and national defence. 

1~ GOVERNMENT'S P OMISE TO EXAMIN THE CASES o.Y ARrlESTED AND RESTRICT
ED Co.MMUNISTS REMAINS LARGELY UNFUU'ILL~m. IN THh; APP.b)NDIX. ~iE GrvE A 
CWPL~T~ LIST 0.]' ALL SUCH CASES. THI · LIS'I' IS AN INDICaTION Of f£mi l!-'AR THE 

Go.VE.WiMENT HAS .h"UU'ILLED ITS P- OMISE D ~1iAT ITS REAL ATTrrUDE 'l:O·,iAlt])S 
COMMUNISTS IS. 

1lAN ON lIIEBTn~GS. DEMQNSTRA'l:IONS. 'ETC .. AND DSn.I:CTIONS .Allil§! 

CIVIL PROTECTION COumrrpS 

REP~SS10N AGAINST CIVIL PROTECTION COMMITTEES IN THE DISTRICTS OF 
CACHAR AND SYLHET IS Il~G THEIR 'UlWTIONING DIFFICULT. 

G, 
Such Committees 
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have been formed of all representative parties and citizens in order to 
rally the people behind Civil Defence. For a short period just after the 
bombings near Silchar Town, the authorities of Sylhet and Cachar lifted 
the ban on Civil Defence meetings .· But after August 9, despite the fact 
that the need for the functioning of such committees has increased hundred
fold, the same bas has again been promulgated. To-day it is almost imp-
ossible to get any permission for meetings in Cacha~ District. In Sylhet 

. , 
District, generally meetings are allowed to be held only in to~ns, not in 

villages. ~ven Civil Defence rallies and demonstrations cannot be held -
not to speak of mass rallies on other political issues. IN SYLHET TawN, 
THE DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF THE Ca~IST PARTY SOUGHT PEIDvUSSION TO HOLD AN 

A.R.P . DEMONSTRATION IN AUGUST 1942, BUT WAS REFUSED WITHOUT EVEll BEL"TG 
GIVEN .ANY REASON FOR T~ REFUSAL. 

~? On January 21, Lenin Day, the Surma Valley District Committee sought 
permi.ssion to hold meetings and demonstrations in 14 areas. Permission 
was given only in 4 towns in Sylhet District. 

The CachaI' authorities did not even reply to our application for hold
ing a meeting at Silchar Town on January 30 on the Food Problem. 

Refusal to permit meetings of the Civil Protection Committees, and 
A.R.P. meetings shows the extent to which the Government measures hamper the 
work of Civil Defence. Such refusals can have no justification whatsoever. ~ 

I 

THE PROPER FUNCTIONING OF THE CIVIL PROTECTION COMMITTEES WOU-LD BE THE 
BIGGEST BLOW TO 'rIIE FIFTH C0LOMN. ON WHAT GROUNDS CAN THE GOVERNi,';ENT 
HAMSTRCfNG THE WORK OF THESE COMMITTEES? 

OUR POLITICAL-PRA.C r.rICAL ACTIVITY _ ...... _ -..-. . "",., - -. 
·s 

Despite all this repression and opposition from the Government side, : 
our Party in Surma Valley has considerable achievements to its credit during 
this crisis period. Without the political intervention of our ~arty, the f 

face of Assam would have been far different from what it is today. Even ~ 
the man in the street knows this, particularly in Sylhet and Cachar . 

Ask the supporters of the present"struggle" themselves. THEY THEM
SELVES ARE NOW SAYIN~ TH.A~ THEIR WHOLE PROGRAMME FAILED IN SURMA VALLEY 
BECAUSE THE COMMUNISTS KEPT AWAY - NAY, THEY EXERTED THEIR POLITICAL 
INFLUENCE TO KEEP PATRIOTS AWAY FROM SABOTAGE AND ANARCHY. 

1. Communists predominated in the Sylhet and eachar District Congress rx. 
Committees. THEY BOLDLY FACED DISCIPLINARY MEASURES FROM CONGRESS AUTHOR- I 

ITIES by accepting the resolution on "National Unity" in the teeth of a 
bitter ridiCUle and slander campaign from the supporters of the "struggle". 
IT IS AN lillMITTED FACT THA'I' ACTS OJ!' SABOTAGE WERE COMP ABArrlVELY RARE IN 
SURMA VALLEY, DESPITE 'l'llil Fii.OT THAT THIS J IS REL.A',nVELY AN ADVANCED OONGRESS I I 

AREA l~ THIS PROVINCE. This is due entirely to the work of our comrades 
who on the basis of their own hard-won influence and strength inside the 
Congress organisation, braved disciplinary measures ' and put forwa.rd the 
independent policy of the Party among Congressmen and the people. 

2. Surma Valley Oommunists organised a.n emergency group of comrades 

'jt 

who stood between the enraged people and the Fi~th Column in the hectic , 
days following August 9. COiViliADBS SATYABfu.!llJ. DATTA AND SHY.AMDllAN SEN GUPTA I 
J30LDLY STOOD .BEFORE AN nn'URlaTED C.t{OWD Ol~AUGUST 31 while some saboteurs . \. 
were burning the records of the Income Tax ·OUice in sylhet Town and incitine 
the people to go furlther. Wheir political appeals and a;l\:planf;il.tions held l: 
'back the people because the p,eople knew them to be p:Q. genuine patriots. 
The crowd dispersed to their homes and a disaster was averted. 
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3. In Cachar District, no group could stage a single act of sabotage 
because of the vigilance m£ and alertness of our comrades against the For
ward Bloc and R.S.P.(Trotskyists) agents of the Fifth Column. 

4. Our work was so effective that the Fifth Column got enraged and 
began to attack our comrades physically. THE DtAY BEIWBE TEE INCIDENT 
MEN'nONED IN (2) ABOVE, CO}J~RA.DE SASHIPROVA DEB WAS STABBED BY A FIFTH COLUMN 
AGE1'iT AT NIGHTFALL. IN ASSAM VALLEY, THE TROTSllYISTS FELL UPON CO:MJ:LillE 
PRaSaNTA SAlfYAL AT GOLAGRAT LAST OCTOB~. 

5. The effeetiveness of our work in surma Valley can be seen from the 
following figures: we collected NEARLY 10,000 SIGNATURES to our National 
Unity pledge (against sabotage and anarchy for the strengthening of national 
defence and national unity) in Surma Valley alone. ~EARLY 60% OF THESE 
SIGNATURES COMPRISES VErtY STAUNCH SUPPORTERS OF CONGRESS ~lD TE~ PRES~~T 
"STRUGGLE" IV.liOM IE HAD ON OV,B.d ~'.rl.OM STRUGGLB TO OuR Ln~.rl;. ON T.I:lb ISSlJ.!!.S 
OF :B'OOD ANn A.R.P. WE lidVE RALLIED P.b.TRIOTS OF .aLL OrlGaNISA£IONS Alro ~ aHE 

TO-DAY GETTING SUPPOR~ E'l{OlA CO.!: GRESS, MUSLIM LEAGUE Ai.~D HnmU 1l.AH.ASABRA 
ELEMENTS. THROuGH 0 CIVIL PrlO~~CTION COMMITTEES iE lihVE MOBILISED 
A VAST VOLUME O.r' XX PUELIC OPINION Ol!' ALL PARTIES aND ORG.A£ISATIONS BEHIND 
CIVIL DEFENCE. 

In Surma Valley alone,we have enrolled 12,000 KISANS (peasants) in the 
KISAN SABRA directly on the political ~ policy of our Party. This rep
resents a mighty force in the countryside against sabotage and anarchy 
and for strengthening defence. Among the students we have organised no 
less than 1,500 STUDENTS IN THE STUDENTS' FEDERATION directly under the 
banner of our Party. 'I{e have more than 2,000 VIORKE RS O:'GANISED IN SEVER.~L I 

TRAD~ UNIONS, the policy of which is to strengthen production and safeguard 
national defence. 

The Party has MORE THAN 100 MEMBERS AND NEARLY 300 MILITArITS (those 
who work actively and consistently under the lead of the Party), besides we 
have SEVERAL HUNDREDS OF CLOSE SYMPATHISERS ArtOHG WELL-PLACED CITIZENS TIl 
ALL WALKS OF LIFE. 

OUR DEMANDS 

It is on the basis of the strength of our policy and our achievements 
that we place the following demands before the Government. These demands 
will enable us to carry our policy to the people and to rally them a,gainst 
sabotage and anarchy and towards strengthening national defence, far more 
effectively than we are able to do to-day. \~ 

Our demands are$-

1. UNCONDITIONAL RELEASE 0:1" ALL COMMUNI.jT PRISONERS - SECURITY PIU
SONERS AND COl~ICTED COlAMUNISTS IN ASSAM. WITHDRA..,OF ALL CASES AGAINST 
COMMUNISTS. 

2. UNCONDITIONAL WITHDRAWAL OF RESTRICTION ORDE~S ON ALL COMMUNIST 
I.l.~rl'.E..iNEES· AND EX.TERNEES M.J!!N~'IONED nr THE LIST GIVEN 1fT THB i!.l'l'ENDIX. 

3. RELAXaTION OF BANS ON MEETD~GS ~D P:aOCESBIONS ORGANISED BY 
COM1ruNISTS AND ALLIED ORGANISATIONS. 

4. WITHDRAWAL OF BANS ON MEJ:;'fINGS ON CIVIL DEFENCE AND lJ.EErl'LNGS OF 

CIVIL PROTECTION COMMITTEES THROUGHOUT ASSAM. 

5. UNCONDITIONAL RELEASE OF IRAWAT SINGH; THE ACCREDItED LEADER 
OF THE MANIPUR P~OP~ AND A STAUBCH ANTI-FASCIST. 

" , , t 

G~ 

/ 



QQPY_ Surma Valley District co~ttee 

From, 
Chittaranjan Das, 

Communist Party of India, 
Sylhet 

Secretary. Surma Valley District Committee, 
Communist Party of India, 
Sylhet 

To, 
The Hon 'ble Home inister, Government of Assam, Shillong. 

Dated. Sylhet, tne 15th se;tember,~4£ 
Sir, 

Comrade Biresh Chandra isra, representative of our Party met you on t e 
13th •• Sept., 1942, at shillong and discussed the following items:-

1. Release of Communist prisoners, lifting the ban on internees and 
externees and withdrawing of the pending orders on our Party members in the 
Province of Assam without demanding any assurance - verbal or written. 

2. Unconditional release of those party members who have been arrested 
on the plea of complicity with the so-called Congress 'Struggle' . 

3. Unconditional ~thdrawal of orders demanding secur~ty from our 
Party Organ ' Naya-Duhia' and Sanghati, specially the latter. 

4. Releaxation of rules regarding the permit for meetings and process
ions to be organised on behalf of our Party. 

5. In view of the unsteady condition of the tea-garden labour, freedom 
of movement of the workers of the Sylhet Cachar-Cha-Bagan Mazdur Union, a 
registered Trade Union, among the tea-garden labourers on the basis of the 
appeal issued by the aforesaid organisation to all the Garden Managers of 
the Surma valley. 

6. To faci~itate the release of Sj. Irawat Singh, the anipuri Leader 
of the anipur State, now undergoing imprisonment in the Sylhet Jail. 

As for the items No. 1,2,3, Comrade isra left all the necessary papers 
with you, including the line of action to be followed by our Party .mnder 
the present situation. 

As for item No.4, the present practice is that, we are to apply at 
least three days earlier to the Deputy Commissioner for a permit to hold any 
meeting or procession. In many cases, specially in rural areas, permission 
for holding meetings has been refused to us. And in many cases where per-

':....- .... mission was ~iven, the permit for some unknown reasons, reached us just bef
ore the nour of holding .the meeting, thereby giving us no time tcFrganise 
it. To remove this difficulty, Comrade Misra suggested to you that meetings 
and processions might be held on behalf of our Party by notifying t ne time 
and place of the meetings and the processions to the Deputy Commissioner and 
Thana Officer concerned. 

As for the item No.5, the appeal issued by the Sylhet Cachar-Cha-Bagan 

Mazdur Union and some of the replies thereon from some Tea Garden anagers 
have be~n left by Comrade Misra with Ron'ble A.Matin Choudhuri, the Finance 
Minister, a perusal of which will reveal the real state of affairs. 

As for item No.6, be it noted that Sj. Irawat Singh has applied throug~ 
His Excellency to His Highness the Maharaja of Manipur, in which he has 
clearly stated his views rega.ding the war and his readiness to mobilise 
people's forces for resisting Jap aggression. The Party ~pe8~that if. 
there is anything which you can do to facilitate his release, it will sprely· 
be done. 

Yours faithfull etc. 



APPENDIX 'E' _ LIST OF COIvlMUNIS'lSGAGGED 

INTERNEES: (Since the outbreak of war): 

1. PROBODANANDA KAR, Becretary, Sylhet District Congress Committee, Party 
member since 1939. Interned in Sylhet town. 

2. NIKHIL MITRA, prominent Kisan and Congress worker. Party member since 
1939. Interned in Habiganj Town. 

3. DIGEN DAS GUPTA, Vice-President, sylhet-Cachar Cha-Bagan Vazdoor Union. 
Party member since 1936. Member of the Surma Valley District Committee 
Interned in Balaganj Thana. 

4. NIBARAN DUTTA, Assistant Secretary. sylhet District Congress Committee. 
Party member since 1939. Interned in his native village in Jag~annathpur 
P.S. (Security prisoner after August 9 crisis). 

5. RAJENDRA NANDY, Kisan leader. Party member since 1938. 
native village Sholaghar. in Sunamganj P.S. 

Interned in 

INTERNMENT ORDERS NOT SERVED! (Since the outbreak of war): - --- - - - -

1. BARIN DUTTA, Genral Secretary, Sylhet cachar Cha-Bagan r~zdoor Union. 
Party member since 1938. 
2. MANIK CHOUDHURY. Trade Union leader. Party member since 1938~ (The 
order has beens erved on him in January, 1943). 

3. SASHINDRA DUTTA. prominent student leader of Maulvibazar. Party member 
since 1939. 
4. AJOY BHATTACHARJEE, renowned student leader of Surma Valley. Party 
member since 1931. 

5. ASHUTOSH SEN, previous Student Federation leader, then Kisan worker. 
Party member since 1939. (The order has been 6 erved in October 1942). 

6. SUDHANSHU GHOSE: Trade Union worker of' cacbar. 
1939 • . 

Party member since 

INT.c;RNNES IN ASSAI: VJiLLillY, 

RAMESH SHARMA, stUdent leader. Interned in Tezpur Town. Party member. 1. 

2. PRAFULLA GOSWAMI. student leader. Joined the Party in 1940. Interned 
in Nalbari, Assam. 

EXTERNEESz (Since the ou~break of war). Orders not withdrawn yet. 

a) Railroad Union Organisers of ) 
Chittagong. Party members ) 
attached to Surma Valley Dis- ) 
trict Committee of the Com- ) 
munist Party of India 

b) Representatives sent to Assam 
by the Bengal Provincial 
Committee of the Communist 
Party of India 

) 

) 
) 
) 
) 

c) Trade Union workers of Assam, ) 
attach~d to the Assam valley ) 
District Organising Committee) 
of the Communist Party of Indi~) 

BAN ON WEEKLY ORGAN I --- -

1. KAMANIYA DASGUPTA - Externed from 
Assam 

2. KALPATARU SENGUPTA - - do _ 

1. .A.hIYA D SGUPTA - Externed from Assam. 
2. SUSHIL DASGUPT -do-
3. P ABlTRA ROY -do-

1. NlIMANI BA.H.THAKUi:t - Externed from 
'" Assam. 

2 .BENOY CBAXRAB.aR1'Y - - do -

"Sanghati", the weekly organ of the Party was banned during the People's 
War period, and before the legalisation of the Party. The ban, however, ha 
now been waived. 

INTERNMENTS AFTER TH LEGALISATION 011' THE PARTY I .. 
1. ASHUTOSH SEN, Interned in Sylhet Town. 
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2. 1WHK CHOUl)HlJln, Interned in Sylhet Town. 

DDTENTION (After legalisation and in connection with the 'struggle'): 

1. CHANCRAL SHARMA. Party Member since 1936. 
District Committee. Security Prisoner. 

Member of t he Surma Valley 

2. ACHINTYA BHATTACHARJEE, Party member since 1939, Secretary~cachar 

District Congress Committee. Secretary, Caohar Local Committee 01 the 
Party. Security Prisoner. 

3. NIBARAN DUTTA, Security Prisoner. 

RADHA RANJAN D.Jj,""/, Party member since 1940. Security Prisoner. 

6. 
7. 

JITEN S&.RMA, A Party activist since 1940, Security Prisoner. 

JAGAT BHATTACHARJEE of Assam Valley 
DHIREN DUTT~ of Assam Valley 

) Party Members - Security 
) Prisoners. 

DETEl'ltl'ION ORDERS NOT SERVED (After legalisation in connection with the 
'struggle')t 

1. MATlLAL JAIGIRDER, Party member since 1939. Secretary, Silchar Sub
~imxM&X Divisional Congress Committee. A leader of the Surma Valley 
District Committee. • 

PROS.J!:CUTION AFT.fijB. L::'GALISTION IN COlLECTION '.nTH THE I STRUGGLE I : 

1. HARIDAS BHATTACHARJE~. Party member since 1939. 
Charged under Section 109 Cr. P.C. Orders passed 

Trade Union worker. 
1 Year's R.I. 

2. ~rnmNAL K~iTI DAS, Party member since 1939. Renowned Kisan leader of 
I). 

Patharkandi. Charge - exciting people agai nst t he pro j ected tlLanding Growid 
at Parthakandi area. convicted to 6 months I R.I. Appea l filed before the 
Sessions Judge, Sylhet. 

3. fuU~~~DRA NAG, A party activist since 1940. Student leader of 
Habi~anj. Prosecuted and convicted to 3 months' R.I. 

DOLGOBn~DA DEV, a Party sympathiser since 1938. Charge - alleged to 
have organised an ille~al meeting in connection with the "struggle" at 
Srimangal. Orders not yet passed. 

5. MAHITOSH PU~STHA, alleged to have joined a procession of "struggle-
wallas" Orders not passed as yet. 

EXTE Li.NMENTS .AJ!'TER IE GALISAtllION: - -- .. - - - --- . - -
1. TARAPADA BHATTACHARJEE, Railroad Union worker. Chittagong comrade 
attached to Surma Valley District Comm~ttee. E~terned from Assam. 

2. 1 rnr HOY, Trade Union worker of Cachar. 
Exferned from Cachar District. 

Party member since 1940. 

3. UHIrl'OSH PURKAYASTHA, stlldent leader of Surma Valley; working centre, 
Silchar. Party membGr since 1938. Exserned from Cachar District. 

4. TARAPAD.LI. BHAT':raCHARJEE. student leader of urma Valley. 
centre Silchar. Externed from cachar Di8trict. 

ARRESTS ON 'INDEPEJ,;D&~CE DAY', - . - ---

,Norking 

1 • PRABHASH BHA11t.J:ACHARJE.I!l, 2. PRA UN .dO Y ; 3. Mil.,HESHV1AR SEN; 4. RANENDR4 

DEV; 5. APURBA D iV. 

All Student :6lederation Da workers of iylhet Town. Party militants 
since 1940 - 41. Arreated while carrying on squad work for students' unity 
and National Unity Campaign. Rlleased on personal bail. No prosecution 

as yet. 

6. EENODE BANDHU SEN, Party member of 1943- Trade Union worker. 

t7 
Arr-
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ested while explaining Nationa l Unity jobs to workers and ent~using workers 
who had been goi~ to some labour jobs in a military project . Re~eased 

on personal bail Not yet prosecuted. 

1. KHIRODE DAS, Party member of 1942 
,8 . SUKESH ROYal ~as T.almohan Roy. Party member of 1939 
9. AMRITA BHATTACHARJEE_ Party member of 1942. 
10. NlRENDRA DEV. Party memb er of 1939. These four were arrested from the 
office of Dhakadakshin Cell of the Party for hoisting #lag op. the premises 
of the Office . Still rotting in Hazat . Bail not yet granted. 

11 . TRAILOKYA DUTTA, Party member since 1939. 
12 . SURJY.AM.ANI DEY , Party member since 1942. Arl'esteci at Kulaura for 
hoisting National Flag in the premises of a private house . Still rotting 
in Maulvibazar hazat . 



UE:tW ON OnR 1tLATIONS \lITH TIIE GOVERNMJ]'NT sum~ ITTED 
BY THE ANDH'l.l\ PROVnICIAL COMi .• ITTZE: OF lI'lIE COIl.1UNIS'l' 

PAIlTY OF Il1)IA 
. ----------------

~he Central Government lifted the 8-year old ban on our Party on the basis of 
t'1e strength 0 f the PHrty' 8 policy. The' fact that a new situation had arisen in 
our coun-l~ry as tbe result of the Japanese menace and that in thi~s new situation, 
the Conmmni5t Partv is the staunchest anti-Fascist Party in the country, .with 
influence among the people, was' alone 'responsible for the legalisation of our 
Party. 

AS FAR AS THE P~ OVINC'..:: OF ANDHRA IS CONCE...'iNED, TI-rn; POLICY OF 'l'HE HADRAS GOV£i:uJ
MENT VOl£S NOT CORRESPONDENT IN 'mE LEAST TO THE CHANGED ATTI'IUDE 0_' 'l'Iill'~ C!':;NTRAL 
'GOVtl~.tlNENT. TtL. P &'11'1 '.lORKS lliGALLY TOD.d.Y, IT IS TltU8- BtrT MO..B CG/1HU1uSTs IN 

i*IDHRA ARE BEH..1-l D palSON m BARS TODAY THAN ... EllE THERE' PRIOR TO LEGALISATION OF Tim 
PARTY. LEGALITY HAS NOT MEANT ANY EX'IENSION OF FACILITIES FOR T.hl ?.ARTY 'ro C .. RY. 
eUT ITS POI,ICY OF STRENGTHENING NATIONAL DEFENCE. 

The age-old prejudices of the Provincial Government are still there operating 
to the full. In to-day's situation, such P1{JJUDICES AND THE CONS.I!>ijD'..!JJT Lk:::K OF 
CONTACT lITH i:m:AL POLITICAL LIFE AND ITS CU .. "" eN S RAVE LED TO "iiIPING OUT T"IfE VJ.:Ry 
FORCh-;, THE~ ONE FORCE IN FACT, THAT IS I\;:OST UNITED A.-rm CONSIST NT AG INST SABo'r.tGE. 
The logic 0 f such a policy, carried over from the past, into to-day's new 5i tuat
ion10uld Ulean the Goverl11'Jent wiping out the Communists. 'l'IlIS JOtJLD LEAVE IN T'rI 
FIZLD ONLY T:\O PAH.TIES -- THE GOVErun'XNT AND THE FIFTH COLUMN. Tne FIJ.t~'.l.'H COLU,iN 
\ JO!) S ON PATnioTIs,f AND ON THE PATitIOTIC BAS.c. CnEATED BY T'rIE COllO. SS- mE GOVi :HN-, , 
M}t-;Nlf OP1!:RA'rnS BY HEANS OF lriliAR. WHICH OF T'rIESE TviO RlRCES COULD \1m OVER ~HE 
PEOPLE IN THE PRESENT SI'IUATION CAN EASILY BE JMAGINEi). 

Congress leaders like Mr. Rajagopalach '1ri who never used to look upon the 
Communists with favour' formerly to-day look upon us as the most valuable fighters 
for defjence. But not so the Madras ~oVernDlel1t. 

THE PrlOVJN IAt GO ~'1NMENT TRUSTS THE DISTllICT blAGIS'fRATE AND LEAV1<.S THINGS TO 
HJM; II'ID~ DIS'rI1ICT HAGISTRATE TRUSTS 'rHE LOC,AL POLICL ANv C~I.D. AND LEAV",l:j S THJNGS 
TO HJM. For local police Wld the locctl C. I.D., the world has stood still. The 
job which they have been taue:ht is to hunt, track down and arrest the "Reds". For 
2 yenrs.J si"nce the be0inning 0 f the Wl.U', the Communists success fully evaded than. 
Now, they have come out and the local police see in this their golden chance. THEY 
,CA'ret! US AND PAY OFF OLD SCORES. THEY SEE IN THE LEGALISATION OF THE PAhTY GREATEll 
F CILITIES FeR 'lllEMSELVE8. 

'Ie get arrested en mal3se; whenever we can, on the strength 0 four anti-Fasc irrt 
t policy, Vie take the case s to court and IN A HOST OF CASES IN ANDHi \iE: HAVE Bl!EN 
I ACQUIT'rED BY THE COURTS, the police could produce no shred 0 f evidence against us. 

But what happens to the chain by which Government gets «~axiIXii~HXKH~xi~~ 
infonnation and formulates its policy! What happens to the District Ma.gistrates 
and the loccil police where actions are squashed by the Courts! H~Y S~ILL CON1~-
NUE 1'HEIR JOB AND T'rIE GOVF.RNHEN'r CONlfWUES '1'0 BASE ITS POLICY ON 'l'H· JJ~. 0 TS. 

But in Andh~omething more happens. PAl TY MElroJi: S AI ~ ArUU<;S'W AlID DE'rAIN!1D , 
UNDE:t THE m;rn.,wCE: OF nIDIA RtrL :.S. Thio is a new and very clever trick 0 f the 
police. If the courts v/ill acquit them, well then, detain them, so argues the 
police. Any number of leading comradeo hav-e been detained in this manner in the 
ptovince. After the firot wave of acquittals by the CourtA, this wave of detent-
ion ha.s sturted. IT IS THE CLE .. ST PROOF OIi' THE . FACT THAT THE PO~ICll! CANNOT 
PhODlJ' . A SH TID 'OF EVIDENCE AGATIlS'r OU CO' lADES AND "l'HAT 1ilEIH ONLY OBJECT IN 

~STING 'TIID1 IS TO PAY 0],1<' OJ..]) SCORES. 

GO!'lrades ha.ve bean arrosted right while they were c· rryinp; on open anti-
o botaO'e Jork (often a.t the cost of peroonal dun"'or to themselv80 fl~On1 infuriatErl 
crowds) and then conv niontly sent away to detention, on the 'Plea that they are 
cpnnected with the Congress JJlOVeme11t. Jhy detention! BECAUSE NO SAl'll!.: COURT IN 
TiCS 8IRr.lJMSTANCES ,iOQLD CO VIeT T'riE AN. 

IN ,ANDHRA, OUR PARTY HAS ITSELF HIS.N OUt OF THE CONCro;SS. '£d. HAJO,tr.r.{ OF 
T' ~ CTIVE aONGRESS ;0 U<Ji:R ~ARE IlISIDE Tt PAR'lY" THIS IS IN lACs! CISELJ OUR 
o 7H STR.l!!NG'IH ;m Tflli~ P 'OVINCE and thio is why we ax have been 80 effective in chac k
in .... sabotage here. ~I.lt the police hate the Communists moat and hH.yin~ ordeN to 
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arrest the Conhres~men come and make a clean sweep of the Communists • 
• 

To the police, Communists Vlere the mortal enemies during tha fir s t two ye rs 
of the v'ar. They spent their days and nights trying to track and hunt us dO\'m.j 
in most case~ they failed. To-day, th~ think their chance against the ComrlUnists 
has come; this is all that the Jap threat and lexa] isatiop of the PStrty hus meunt 
to them in tenus 0 f their u nderst<mding. 

It is unfortunately on the reports of such loc~l Dolice officials that the 
Madras Government relies for formulating its policy. 

If the idea of such a policy is to beat us dovm into a Royist pO'Ji ti on, such 
an idea is very s~ort-si~hted indeed. The Central Goveralent knows vAry well uh~ 
little ice Royists have cut amonG the people. Thefr work everywhere has been a 
mioerable fiasco. The effectiveness of our work lIIHiii& precisely in the fact that 
"le 5\re a P!~rty 0 f the Deo2le. Slanders and t~reats of our orm fello \7-putriots 
h!2-ve not succeeded in making us alter our policy. Ours is an independent Purii'f 
wit"l1 its independen t policy. Just as the Government has legalised our Party not 
in order to oblige us, in the same way we work for our policy of strengthening 

, national defence not in order to please the Government but bec8uae of the intere::;+s 
of our own people. The only result of the Government policy Vlould be not liU:lkitl( 

us chanp;e our line, but hanroering and hamstringing th9 sim;le considerable forc e 
.;in AlldM!:' today standino; bet,leen the people and the Fifth ColuPJll. 

G~.cillAL (1l{)VE..'1N!1ENT ATTIT"ulJJE TO' .ARDS US 

, Our sta.tement that little change has come over the policy of the Mndraa 
GovernPlent corre spondentine; to th') declared change in the policy 0 f the' Central 
Go vern1'1ent in legalising our Ptlrty, is borne out by the follovling facts: 

1. i:!ass arrests of our cOtlrade s have tnk.en place after August 9 under the plea 
that "they are connected wi th the Congress movement. II The entire leading Purty 
.Q..adre· of West Godavary District (about 25 comrades) have been ')ut in jail. llore 
CO'11'1nmists a re in j ail today in Andhra than were there ocJ)!x:i:m;:xfia Mio!' to 18f:?1-
is "tt ion of our P'Tty : 

2. The Chie f Secret·-t.ry to the Madras Gove rnment, in reply to our I\'emoranduDls 
regl-l,I'o in<; the question of cOt'lraC1es being detained, curtly decLred that "he saw 
no rel".son to intervene as we \,ere detained in connection with the 0011Gress Civil 
Disobdo il' nce movement. It 

3. 'l.be Government have in f act gone br-'ck on their ovm )rOl~is8s of release of 
c rtnin cOl'lrad es and have re:"arrested them. 

ai v. ArJA~,n:YUIJU of the Madra.s Conspiracy Cr,se 
b) D. SUllYA:JA::lAY;,}TA !lAJU of '.lest God.tv·ry Dis"ict 
c) P. V. SIVfJYA of Guntur .Jistrict 

All theoc 3 comrades had escaped from j ail . The Madras Government remitted 
their sentences and cancelled the detention orders pendinf:; a.;u.inGt them , but later 
'."{hen they c l!'le out openly and sttirtod wo rking, they were arreotad ufter a few 
months. No evidence cou ~d be 'oroug It against them, so the char..:;e that they hoo 
eoc 'tped from j uil was du'" out. It took months fot' the local 0 fUce::; to find this 
out. 

4 . In our intervie ~'IG with local District Ha~istratoa, they make no efro rt to 
COle aul thoir attitude to "lurds us.' 

'l'he D}st;:ict Ya1istr'lte of B~8t Godav9EY tol!:.:d~o::!..,~\:..r~c::::.o~m.:.r~~t:.:::d~e..::s:.:::.--:.,;~...::::..:::..;..=~~~ 
el.'entia.te much betl7een Communiatn and COll '; reS8P1en to-chy. You <·11 fel tots cond
~Uln U fl like anything. .Ie do not propose to do anything until the Civil Disobed i an ce 
is wi th(\rH' ,n. 11 

'fue Uistrict Uu ; istrate 0 f Nellore was equully fLank . 

"'filo GonU1lUniats are 901. tlnti_U ri tish and anti-Government and 10~ anti- Jape 
'rhey are really croutin::r pro-Jr-:tp feeling 9ll1 ')11g the people by carryinp.: on ant i-
Gove t"l'lment propagJmd a . II VJhen our comrades showed Praj aDhakti ~lnd Peopl e ' 5 jar , 

. to ro fu~ him, he c'~ntinuoo: "I do not denend 011 what th~se puper!> ofJ.X"but I 
have got the reporto 0 f my police on the Hctivities of the COtllIllUniot o, 
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'Phe Dis t rict !:agist r ate of East Goduvary thu s ca nnot "d iffe rentia t e muchlt bet_ 
ween t ho se "who c ' rry on ~abotrige activitieG and those who are the only f orce \iork_ 
ino among t he people tod ay against sabot 't":e . The District ~aGistrate o f "lellore 
leRv: s eve ry thine to "hi s pol i ce. II Accord ing to him, we are crea t i ng pro-Jap 
f;el lnc·• By t he swne standar ds, to-day, both Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and .. ' j agopala-

• c aary ( \"/ho ' tl. SO condemn t ne policy of wholes a le repression and want National Govern . 
ment2 are cre·~.tin~ l)ro-Jap feelint'; among t he people and ou r:;ht to be behind prison 
bars l . 

5. Our P~.rty offices have repea teci...be en searc ,led in the most a rbitra ry manner by 
the local police . Not i n one ca se h~s the police found any "e vide nce . " in any of 
our of f ice s, no c har;;e ha s been filed a ::;ainst us in any court as the r esult of any 

. sedrch. Still the police ~o on. 

rl'he Di strict Pa rty 0 f f ices in Kurnool , Nellore, ~ est Goda va ry (twice), East 
Godava ry ( tWice) , and a number of TO,ill Committee of f ices ha ve been se arched. 

6 . Mention has "been made in the beginni ng of t he f a ct that in a large number 0 f 
cases , where our cO'!lrad e s could defend themselves, t he police could ,roduce no 
evidence at all and the courts had to acquit our comrades . In S01'1]e cases , the 

~ court had to COMO ou t ruld declare tha t contra ry to police allegations , evidence 
s hor;ed t hat ou r comrades had in f act been working to prevent sabotage . 

l 

Here are a fe w inst!.ll1ces of such cases: 

1. Nine of our comrades v!ere arrested on the charge of burning Anantpur College 
linxa l aboratory. All we~e ac quitted by the Special J udge trying their case • .,. 
2. il. Sad a sivan and N. Raj a sekhar Reddy of Anantpur district were arrested for 
anti- Fas cist s peeches and acquitted by appella te !!~ courts . 

3. CO~lr ades Rrunayya Sa s t ri a nd Sayanna of Kurnool district were arrested and 
sentenced for s ho uting slogans "Release the Congress Lead ers , " "Unita for National 
Govern 'len t and for na tional res i stance agains -yJ aps! 11 were acquitted by the appel l me 
court. • 

4 . Comr ad es Pulla Re ddy and Bapayya of Kurnool d i stric t 
ession of Comr'1Ul1ist literature of the ea rl ie r pha se 0 f the 
for possess ion of ComrlUnist literlJ.ture re l ating to 1940 ! 
appeal . 

were sentenced fo r poss
war . Sentenced in 194 2 

Sentence redu ced . on 

5. Comrades Sundararaj an and B. Ramanathan of Nelloro , arrest ed for posoess io n 
of "Uni ty }Jani festoftpt" i saued by Andhra Pro vinc ial Committee f or Signat ur e Campaign. 
Acquitted by th'3 trial court itself. 

6. M. PHrandhamayya of Guntur convi c ted f or possess ion o f Te l ugu t r anslation of 
Com. P. C. Joshi ' s statement on Augus t 9. The s t t' t ement had appear ed in al mos t 
all the national ist and An~l ')- Indian papers of Ind i a , i n cludi ng t he "Statesmun" and 
the "'rimes of India" , but in Andhr a it was a crime t o po SS? SS a te l ugu tran slation 
of it : 

7. Six cOJ'llr a.d '3 s o f Tenali wer e char ged with being invol ved in t he arson case . 
Acquit ted by the trial cou r t . 

8 . Ponnepal l i Lakshminarayan o f Re pal le Tal uk , Guntu r Distric t , Vias conv i cted 
for alleged partic ipation i n sabota ge a ctiv i t y on August 11 and 12 though in f act 
he was \'lOrkin3 t o pr event sabot "age ac t i vity . He was acqu i tted by the a ppellat e 
court. 

9. V. An j aneyulu 0 f Madr3.s Communi s t Conapirf.1..cy Case WA.S a rres t ed for an alleg-
ed pro judicial speech but ac quitted. Now ar rested on the old c hfl.r ge o f esca ping 
from jai l . 

10 . Comrad as C. V. K. R'1.O and So.rma 0 fEast Godavary who we re tryin~ to se t t le t he 
• " Sal t orKers ' St r ike a t CocoJfuada \,1ere arr ested on t he preposte rou s c llerge of 

fomenting str i kes . The l owor cour t sentenced them t o 2 years ' R. I. but t he appell
at e court had to reduce it t o 3 mont hs . 

All t hese a c quitt ul s show what l ittle r e liance can be pl aced on the reports 
of the 10c' 1 police of f ici9.la abou t our ac t ivi ties. And ye t t he Madra s Gover~iltgt 
un fortunately ba ses its entire pr actica l policy towa.r d s our Party on such rep \ 
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7. After these acquittals has come the new method of the police, n~ely, mass 
detention of ~ur Party members, This is the clearest proof of the f~ct that 
the police cannot produce a single snred 0 f evidence against i1uli any 0 f these 
comrades . Here is a Party which has been legalised by the Central Government 9!. 
the strength ~f ita policy, If the police have any, real evidence that Party 
Members have participated in sabotage activities, why should they be afraid of 
putting these comrades on trial. This system of detention cominK on top of the 
mass aCquittals which the courts had to concede tells its own tale and bear. out 
oU~ 'c6ntention that the police are only eager to take advantage of the Party's 
legalisation and the present distu~bances to payoff its old scores a;ainst the 
COImllunists. 

Detention without trial of members of a Party whose anti-Fascist credentials 
were recognised by the Central Government i.tself when it lifted the 8-year, old 
ban on the Party is unjustifiable from any point of view, 

It is the clearest refutation of the chavge of the police and the Di strict 
'.;~.?" Magistrhtes against us that we help Congress activities, 

v/heni the police themselves do not have the courage to take their evidence 
ltgainst our comrade s be fore the ord inary courts t how can the Government rely on 
their reports in such an important matter as its policy towards the Communist Party! 

In the Appendix ;;i ven at the end of this Memo "Jill be found a li st 0 f such 
comrades who have been detained since August 9, 

COMRADhlS STILL ±H JAIL FROM FRE-LEGALIT'l PERIOD 

1. COM, ALLURI SATYAN.A.R:AYANA of West Godavary District. He Vias detained in 
June 1940 and from then has been kept in Vellore, Rajaruundry and now in pamoh 
Jail in Central Provinces; 

Governnent refuses to release him on the su.spicion thi:Lt he is connected with 
tne Forward Bloc. Dur i ng the earlier period of the war, M, Annapurnc:tyya was the 
leader 0 f the Forward Bloc in Andhra., Gom. A, Satyanarayana was friendly \"l ith 
him. But when' ~XRmBxtSoviet Union was attacked by Nazis and Bose allied him
self with Berlin, Anm1.purnayya himself completely broke away Yl from the Forward 
Bloc and joined us. Comrade A. Satyanarayan ~as been a member 0 f the Provincial 
Committee 0 four Party;;c since 1936. To link up sucb a comrade with the F. B, on ~he 
ground that he was once friendly with. Annapurniah gannot be justi fied on any grounds 
whatsoeve'r , 

2. CeM. NAMBURI SREENIVASl RAe, 

3, COU. MARIDARA RAMMOHAN RAC. 

Both iil of these comrades are from East Godavary District. The former, a 
very great fOlk-song reciter. Lised to attEact large crOWds , The latter composed 
a large number of anti-fascist songs, even from jail, Which are now being sung 
throughout Apjhra by thousand s, Both of them have been cia in .detention since the 
beginning of 1941, 

the 
aent 

'The Government refuses 'to release them because of their parW l:l.ctivity among 
agricultural labourers in that district and on the basis of the false reports 
by the police that '· It grave consequences" would arise if they were released. 

4. Com. K. SESHAYYA Of Kistna District. Goverrunent re fuses to release him on 

t 
I 

j , 

the baoie of report a of the local police who have got a special grudge a;ainst 
him for the way in which he used to evade thai during the days when the Party f 
was illeg~. I 
5. COl:. K. PATl'ABHIRAMAYYA of East Godavary. Escaped from Vellors Jail. The 
Gove rnmen;;; re fuses to withdraw t.he detention and other warranta against him on 
the ba.sis of 10ct1l police reports about his past activities among agricultural 
labourers. 

Except the'sa five, every other comrade Vlao released. But after August 9 , 
in their croneral represoion they arrested and detained large nU~llbers of our comraJie , 
The worst "affected di.strict is \feot Godavary. Here the local District Magistr ate 
has practically wiped out our Party by ~rresting 25 of our district and taluk 

.' 

I 
" 
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leaders including the district secret~rv, all on the fantastic pleH that they were 
all engaged in the furtherance of the Congress movement. 

The full list 0 f detent ions and comrades no\'] in j ail or undertrial is given 
separ·cltely. 

W!l!;TmGS 

. 
Genera.lly no pub lic meetings are allowed to be held in any 

undor iule 56. ,lhen 'iTe ")roach the local authorities for ermission 
tell us that permission/ t necessary, as the meeting is not in furtherance 
Civil Disobedience movement. But when we actually held meetings, in a number of 
places, m they have arrested our comrades. T'nis has meant that no political meet 
ing is held in any of the towns. . . 

"'xtent 0 f arr Jstin' ftxeven Ill! our P. demon st -
rators as in Narasaraopet, f}untur Districtx, on the plea that "they are goin,; in 
a procession." This, in a province which is actually in the threatened zone to-d ay 
and when Japa bombs have actually fallen: 

In Kistna District, ·where wex are strongest and where there happened least 
sabotage activity; ~J:IUI generally vIe are allowed to hold meetings on 'frade and Kisi:l.n 
questions. 

ATTITUDE TOWA.lU)S THE PARTY PRESS 

So far Government have not interfered with it except for a Warning when we 
·wrote e-xposing the police excesses in beating our comrades who were collecting 
signatures for our Unity Hani festo, in the village of Sreekakulam, » i stna District. 
ThouO'h Pra"as akti was warned the olice official concerned Was transferred fror.l 
that place, egraded not ifKl&: only because of many other ear-lier misdeeds of his 
as ··Tell. Incidentally this is the type of local nolice official ~lhoXlll submits 
"reports" about our activities to the Government . In this instance . of course , his 
conduct VlaS taken cognisance 0 f by the hio.;her authorities , but such a case is one 
in 1000. 

Quota for newspnint was refused. 

OUR D !lANDS 

1 . Release all our detenus, pre-legalisation as well as post-~I.ugust detenus • 

0-... I.elease all our convicted prisoners , especially , .. 
a) ·P. Sr;vJcrYA of Guntu r 
b) D. SURYANARAYANA.'i.AJA of West Godavar y 
c) V. ANJANEYALU of l~adras Conspiracy Case 

(These three are escaped 1 prisoners , re- a r rested afte r t he Government c ancell
ed the warrants against them and remitted thei r old sentences . ) 

d) G. VENKATRAHRAJU of Vest Goctavary, falsely implicated in Bhimava r am . 
Rioting Caoe and convic ted by the local Spejcial. MHgistr ate , who is also the local 
Sub- divisional MagistrHte . Tlere is1'I no appeal against his jud8Il1ent • . Had there 
been provision for appeal , we could have pro ved the innocence of our comr ade. 

3. AlloW us freedom of meetings as the only effective way VIe CU~1 carry on a 
mass campaign against sabotage and r1ally the people for national defence. 

4 . Give newspr i1l.t to our Praj ashakti and publications , 100 rerulls Doubl e Crown 
per month , i . e. a ton per month. Our organ Prajashakti is the only paper in Andh r a 
which a f fe c tive l y carries on propa~rulda against sabotage and wor ks t o r ally the 
people for otrengthoning national defence . It reachea e very villa~e in Andhr a end 
has a circulation of 10, 000. 



" 

• LIST OF DETENUS n~ ANDH A 

PRE-L~ALISATlaN DETENUS 

1. M. RAMHOHAlJ RAO , East Godavary distric t . 
- Ds;ltained from 1941 beginning. Great anti-Fascist sone composer. .low in 

Rajahmundry Central Jail . 

2. N 'mu I S~UVAS ' RAO, East Godavary district. 
etained from 1941 beginning • . Gre at folk- s<lng reciter. Now in Rajahmumr y 

iSJIlxxai: J ai 1. . 

3. ALLURI SATYANARAYANA, Wes-t Godavary district. 
- Detained from June 1940. One of our provincial leaders and very popular 

in his O\ffi district. Now in Damoh Jail , in Central Provinces • 

4 . K. s}~SHAYYA of Ktihhna District. • 

- Detained from 1941. Was one of our district leaders . A member of the Party 
since 1934. 

POST- !.J GUST DETZNUS 

5. GARAPATI SATYANAIlAYANA, Ellore Taltlk, West Godavary District. 
- One of our district leaders. Detained in Palamcottah Jail. 

6. T. V. CHELAPATHI, Bhimavaram, West Godav'try Distric t . 
- One of our district leaders . Detained in Palumcottah or Vellore Jail . 

7. AKULA SU13BA RAO of Ellore , \lest Godavary District. 
- laitnout Vellore and Palflnlcottah Jails. 

8. , G. R.A!'ASHASHI of Ellore Taluk, West Godavary District . 
- Vellors Jail 

/ 

9. P . HRrrYANJAYUDU, \A.c hlll1t a , West Godavary District. 
- One of our district leaders . In Vellore Jail . 

11). K. SR.I!:!~RAH. 'ID:lTHY 0 f Guntur 
- One of our provincial student organisers . In Vellore Central Jail. 

11. KOTTAYYA, Guntur District. 
- One of our District student leaders . In Vellore Central Jail. 

12. P. tt lASUBBAYYA, Guntur 
- Vellore Central Jail. 

13. !\L1~Uln GAYYA, Allur , Nellora Distric t . 
- One of our district leuders . Palumcottah l ail . 

14. K. PATTABHIRA1~AYYA, East Goduvary. 
- One of our district le.adero. Very ereat influence amone agcicultural 

lubo'lr ttnl! Idoana . Esc tped from detention ill 1941. i thdraw all warr'!.l1ts against 
him. He ill 'Would ' be vary usc ful for doin~ anti-Fi 1'th Column vlOrk. 

15. S OOJ J>J.>PA R.AO of ted Goe avary . 
-All \'furl' nta rithdr.awn a~uinst him uftar the le alioation of the Party . But 

ft r Augu:Jt 9 . dotontion warrant YlaS ianued o.g1l. ~nat him. ithJr~w it. 

p m JAn. Nm/ 

16 . G. Vj .NKATIW'RAJU of Yonuag ndi, BhimaVlll'Uln Taluk , Wast God-tv'ry. 
_ lUt Tf10 ye llra ' R. I ., 20 lJtripeo Hnd ito . 500 line. llogod c. urge: parti-

e i'P It ion in him vtr illl rio tine. 

17. P. V. SIVAYYA,' Guntur. 
- On th'3 charr r €) 0 f eocupinr; from j i1. Alipu r am J- i1 in 1941 , though his 

detention JA.rr mt VIIlO c'mcelled and prA vloua. mmtencea \Tar re.r.Jitted 
by the GOV'3rnr lent . 



~ 
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(ii) 

13 . P. PkllJ,illH"J,aYYA, Guntur . 
POGsessiol1 of Telugu tranGlation 0 f Com. P. C. Joshi ' s statoment· on . 
Al gust 9. 

19. V. BAPAYYA, Kurnool District. 
- For possession 0 f pro- legalis<ttion Com'llUnist literatura . 

20. 1 . :ro UL· of Tenuli • 

21 . K. PRAKASH HAO , Zast Godavary 

22. D. SATY ANA.':tAY AllAllAJU " 

23. P. VENKATAt'1ATNA'{, E11 ore , ;/eot Godavary . 
For alle ed.posseGsion of a 5i11;le Con ress 

24. NbKK ~JTI NA.'\AS nIHA 0 From Went GOdR.V 1 
25. I' EKKALAPUDI "A tAO " 
26. ill . it: l:A H.l\O, lfylnv'ram, " 
27. L. JOGA :tAO It 

28. K. L. :r A.'i.AY AN II 

illeg:.tl lea flet. 

lrc-AIIA ~ 
NO 1..1 C c1l-\~ ~ iu# 

1. 0 s Ivi ~ c.A. • 

Ap')e'u by the Govornment in the High Court agl"::J.inst their acquittal by the 
lO'war covrt on the charge of possession of prejudic ial report in 1941 SelptGmber. 

29 . V. ANJANEYULU , Ped'tmndd':l.li, Kri'Jhna District. 
30 . .tJ . SURYANiUJ.AYMJA WU) West Godav(;lt'y District . 

After 6 months of open activity, the r..overn':nent goer:; back on their Dvm pr.:'lviouc 
COltl"l1mic'ltion 0$ ylit"ldr'twing the warcants agcdnst them. It no 'l ch~~r . ·es the:'l1 for 
esc ,lpinS ft'om j ail in 1941. 

31. 
32 . 
33. 
34. 

u. RA1iAl~, 'rhe di::;trict secretary.of our P':trt: • 
BR. L. N}L1.ASJ\.'1AJU, District Kisan Org·J.niser 
P. PATTll1HI::lAPAYYA, lJistr.ict Student OrgHniser. 
CH. S'L'13BA RAO 

All from ~Jef3t '!odavary Party 0 ffice on Jan. 20 . Charge not !mO\~11 . Ke~)t 

under remand for 15 d<J.Ys . 

35. G. C. KONDAYYA of Nollors 

36. 
37. 
38. 
3\) . 
40. 

For un aller,0d :)rejudici'al speech. 

) 
) 

~ 
) 

All from NarH,saraopet , Guntur DiGt r i c t 
rreot9d while go illg in a pr oce oo i on 

demonotrutin8 A. :l. P. neasurOG . 

41 . (l'wlJlve morc comr·tdeG arrestod in Guntu.r Distric t on t e ' Imlependonce Day for 
all ·;ed takin", 0 f demonotrutions . ;\6 "'"Jere firot arrested 0 f WhOPl 24 releaoed OU] 0 

the prenn roport. 

53. 
54. 
55 . 
5ti . 

HtHIllMUAD M!' 0 f Achant , . eat odavar Dintrict . 
10'i'JPALLI J\lIPAN 'A , 'r~Jluku Taluk , Woot Godavury 
fu1l1c Venlce l,hw r fJ.O, ofl1oro , lect ('..oda.v'~ry 
PADAL Stm.1A.1AO of Pulacole, IO ::'l t OdUV" fY. 

. 
H. B. 'l'hio list io not cOllplet9 a:J roportn from Kri3hnu anti has not yet bee n 

r ~ iv ( • 

---------
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AN1)HRA - SUPPLEldENT.-iliY LI3'f OF COMR.riJJS8 D~:[l.l"1INED , GO(iVI~ 11.i:@ AND UNDER TRIAL 
,. 

DETa INED 

1. 

2. 

A. P. Vajr ave l u Chet t y of Kuppam 

N. Sangameswara Reddi of Ummar eddi 
Palli Muddanur , Cuddapah District 

He is a Par ty member . 110r king among 
the Kolar Go l d Fi eld workers. Was 
arrested and detained inor der to make 
the field clear for P . R. K. Sarma 

A Party member where we ar e fighting the 
influenc e of Ranga group with pro
struggle tendencies . 

AFTZR AUGUST 9 CON"vICTED 

G. Lingayya of Elamarru, Krishna Dt . 

P.Madhava Hao of Elamarru 

G. Venkata Reddy of ,Kurnool 

Was ' f irst deta ined , and l a ter on detent- . 
i on was cancelled , but he was convicted ~ 
f or publishing a book entit l ed "Vi piava 
Yugam" conta ining the lives · of Indian 
t errorists and ~ proving that ter
rorism is harmful to t he movement . 

A party sympa thiser and anti- fas cist , 
convicted f or posses sion of Communis t 
literature and of publishi ng "Viplava 

Yugam" . 

District Student or gaJ.liser ., Conv:j..cted 
for distributing l eaf l e ts of the D:i,s
trict Committee of t he Communi s t Party. 

6. Y. Venkat .Rao of Krishna Di s trict . 

ARRESTED ~~D UNDER TRI AL AFTER AUGUST 9 

7. 

8 . 

9. 
10 . 

• 

Syed Salar .. ! Kasi Somasekhara Chari 
party Members 

Y. Jagrumadhachari 

1 N. Subayya 
Party sympat hisers 

All belong to Vissannapet, Krishna District and are charged on a faked- up 
char ge of burning the Travellers ' Bungalow • 



DD""'m • 'ID rr, .0 0 j a~ATIC JS ~ TI'H TrfE GOVEIU .rn:l T 
SUB ITI'ED BY THE ANDHRA PROVING IAL COHM ITTEE 0 F TH E 

CO' lUYIST PARTY OF INDIA 

-------------

,. 

9 le'9rn that thf3 locp.l policf3 from all· over Andhra are bringing pres::mre to 
bear on the Government to close our Provincial Telugu organ, !lPraja3h~kti ." They 
have taken objection to ~ome of our articles \mere we pointed to exampleo of highly 
irre~ular and njustifiable conduct on their part towards our comrwies and to ;vard s 
the people. On this score, they want "Prajashakti" to be closed. 

In our I.-emo ubove , 'Ve !:lave drawn the attention of the f}overllll!ent towards the 
attitude of the local Dolice towards our Pt:trty and our co'!}rades . \{e have given 
any number of examples vmere the Police have arrested our comrades and hauled them 
up before court on entirely false evidenca ruld where the court invariably had to 
apquit our cOMrade ". tfe have also pointed out how, after a number 0 f such cases, 
the police have resorted to a ne v method, det:..l.ining our comrades '1ithout trial it
self. First they contravened the principles and law ;nd justice; when this did not 
succeed, they started getting round tho law itself and the inconvenient necessity 
of giving our comrades a chance for de fence by detaining them. 

HO\1 on the top of it all , for the crime 0 f pointing out such flagrunt contra
ventions of the law, co"Ues the neVI move from them to ban "Praj shakti. n 

THE YORK vr~ICH "PR.V ASHAKTr' DOES 

hat t;'ould be the effect 0 f such actbn! 

"Prajashakti" is the one paper that fights sabotage, in this province, the one 
pauer that puts the policy 0 f national defence before the people as the best oat rio t-

. ism. 'lhene is one and only one effective way in which :nisguided patr':'otism and 
its slogan of strngl3le can be countered and that is by genuine patriotiSM itself. 
This is what "Prajashakti" does week after week. 'J'bether it be r 'l.llyil1:j people ag
ainst anarchy and sabotage or 'vhether it Q6 rallying them for A.R.P. and Civil Def
ence, whether it be rallying people against food riots 0 r whetl}er it be rallying 
them for. national defence, "Prajashakti" is the one paper that succeasfully does 
it in Andhr~t • 

. - How effective"Prajashakti" has been in its work , to-howman! oeoRle its ~ess
a'j9 ac;ainst It strup;;o;le" and for national defence reaches week Rfter :reek, can be 
seen frOM. the follo\nn~ figurec. Its weekly circulation is 9,000, a record in the 
hi~tory of Telugu journalism. It has reacned this record during the verv crisis 
months themoel ves. from 3,000 in AUf'"ust it has reached 9,000 in January. On~ 
absolute pttper shortage checks j ts further rj SA. It reac hes no less than 1,600 
villaq;es, it has ris_~n to this fimre from 900 in Au~st. By Ja.y, our plan -is to 
mak3 "'praj ashakti" re tch no le so than 3,000 villa.ges. 2,700 people are regul.ar 
~b3cribers for it, nearly 4,500 are regular stv.ble readers, The figures <lor Augu st 
are~ane~tively 1,500 and 1.000, 129 A~ents sell it allover the province to-dave 

Ther9 is not a sinde paper anywhere in llJdia to-day run in tilly lunr;uae that 
opposes the " strugr;le" and rallies the people for de,fence ano ,.'hose reach 8..tid cir
yulation has increasod to this extent during the post-August months. This shows 
the effectiveness of the way in whi ch "Pra,janhakti" puts\forward the policy of 
national defence among the people. < • • , 

Gut out "praj ashakti II and you are cutting out the one weapon in Andhra Which 
by it£lelf makes the bigo;est contr ibution towards strengthening the war-effort and 
fighting the Fifth Column in Andhra. -

1AR.~ING 

What are the passages in "Pro.jashakti" to which the police have taken object -
ion! It is highly instructive to look into these. 

The first warninr; from them to us came against an FLiitorial ~/hich "Prajashaktih 

Trote in its issue of 14.10.42 under the title. "Abuse of Po iler". There it drew 
the attention· 0 f the Govornrlent to certain excesses committed by the lQcal w>lice 
and asked it to check this abuse of power Qn the part of the police in the inter
osts of mobilisin~ the poople a~uinst the Fascist menace . 



, 
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Irere are the . incidents mentioned in the arti cle. 

1. T\:.o Communists 0 f .:arasaraopet were kept in custody for 20 days for the ere 
crinle of possessing Comrade Joshi ', s statement regarding t~e arres"li of the Congress 
leadero on AUgust 9. • . . 

This 'las a stateMent ~hich appeared in almost all the nationalist and glo 
Indian newspapers !j.ll over India. The "Times of India" and the "Statesman" too pub
lished, it. For possessing a copy of it, 2 of our comr ade£ are kept in custody for 
20 days bi the police - and at the end of itt they theMael ves find the thin,.,- 50 ,re
posterous that the comrades are quietly left off. 

But 1ho .lill answl}r for the com eguences of the 20 days' unwarr nted detention! 
Nobody will deny that 5UC ~ conduct, if con~inued unchecked, Me~n3 ~educing lawanQ 
ths orderly processes of justice to a mo ckery. 

2. In Kurnool, wo COT'lillunists Vlere arrested by the police and convicted by too 
10"iVsr court, on evidence supplied by them, for shouting slogans of "Release the 
Congress leade:s" and " Establish National governl!l3nt to Fight the Fascists." 

The Appellate Court founo the evidence so absurd that it aCClui tted the c OOlrall3 i, 

3. In this villt;lge of Sreek t'.ku lam , Krishna Di strict, when COIlU'lunistli workers wer e 
going round collecting signatures to a manifesto to the Governor-General-In-Ccuncil 
for the release of the Congress leaders, villagers who signed. this manifeoto were 
b-eaten by the police. 0 >'\ the top of this be.ating, t.hey were threatened with. 000-

cution and money was coll ected from them. 

In this case , the Police Inspector who was responsible for this action was d e
graded to a low&r r~k and transferred. 

Flagrant abuse of aut"l.ority is recognised and punished, but "Prajal3.haktilt 

uhich pointed out this abuse is warned for ftoing so : 

4. A Communist worke r in Jonnapadu village was aKK' taken to the police station 
in Gudivada after his house -had been searched and was abused and the n beaten. 
He vias then let 0 if, there was no charge against him • 

• 
Another case, for pointing which ou t "Praj ashaktill has been uarned. 

Fo'r t'1.is article, the District Magistrate .of Kistna sent us the following 
warning on 10.12.42. 2 months after the . appearance of the article: 

"In the issue of "Prajashakti l1 dated 1.4.10.42, you published an article uwer 
the heading "Abuse of Power by Officials." It contains certain unfounded and friv. 
olous allegations against the police and criticises the policy of the Government 
under D.O. I. A. , which ,when read by the public are prone to cre~te ill-feelings and 
disaffection among the public towards the Government establi shed by law. I, 
ther~ fore, 3ive the jtreliminary warning to you not to publish such matters here
after in your paper. 

THE SECOND WARNmG 

In the issue' of "Prajaflhakti". of 18.11.42, we had to -point out to still more 
' cases of gross abuse of authority by the police. This time, two and a half months 
after the a rticle had k~ppeared, the local Circle Inspector called the Editor of 
the paper on 5th February and demanded of h'im to produce the originals of these 
news as sent by the correspondents. -

Here are the incidents referred to in these reports. 

1. Mere enumeration of the mass arrests and detentions of Counnunists that 
are being carried out by the police in '~est Godavary District. We pointed out in 
addition the case of the Penugonda Police Sub-Inspector and some constables who 
had allused ~d beaten the agri:: ultural labourers of Achanta withQut the_ slightest 
cause or justification. We also referred to the attempted search of Comrade . 
P. Sundara~a by the local Sub .. Insp~ctor without producing any search warrant. 

In this case, when Comrade Sundarayya (who himself knows the law quite we~) 
pointed out to the Sub-Inspector the irregularity of his action and the 
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s3rious consequences that Jould folrow from it, he withdrew. 

2. At Venkatgiri, the Police Sub-Inspe~tor was suspended • .Ie had published 
in t1. previous issue of nPrajashakti" the ne':'lS that he had raped and tortured a 
Harij an woman in the Police Station. The District authorities, aner t:,is report 
appeared emE. in our naper, made enquiries into the matter and su spended the Sub-
Inspector. &Urther inouiries are beint:; made by the aut .lOri ties about the nart 
plaJR~ others p!ayed in this affair. 

3. Reference was "'lade to a Sub Inspector in Guntakkal who when approached 
by labourers with a reauest to take action to procure for them gra in a t cheap rates, 
a.bused them and drove them away from his 0 ffice. 

mTERV!E:\1 WI'lH D. S. P. 

On 6th Februa ry, CO'TIrade Chandrasekhara Rao, Editor of "Prajashakti", was 
called by the D. S.P. and asked to produce the orig -nals of these ne "ls reports. Our 
Cerrtr<tl Party Office gets nevrslettero from lO\ier Party units and on the basis of 
these newsletters the ~ditorial Staff v~ites up the neITS COlU~lS - of the Party 
or3an. We keep these original newsletters only for a reasonable period, during 
which we expect contradictions, etc. to come. After at the "10 st one month, vIe 
natur~ly destroy them, bec~~use they are used up already and we do not want to 
keep our 0 ffice stacked "lith piles 0 f s,-\ch used material for which we have no use 
afte r;'lard s. 

I 

And here, the D.S.P. comes and demands these original reports %- months after 
the nrticle had apnearen! And il"hen Comrade Chandrasekhar Rao explained our 
practice to hL~ as regards such reports, the D.S.P. threatened to prosecute hbl 
for this and told him that he would consider that \7e have publis"hed cock and bull 
sto ries! Comrade Chandrasekhar Rao told him that he took responsibiE ty for the 
reDorte published in "Praj ashakti" and that he was prepared fo f!'lce prosecution 
in ~my court. · 

Accordin g to the D.S.P., the reports in the "Prajashakti" would lower the 
prestige 0 f the Govern!nent 0 f ficials. Comr ad e Chahdrasekhar R.qO told him that 
the$e reports were intended to see that such things w~ do not occur in the 
futurs. All that the D.S.p. could say in reply was that he does not vie~ it in 
-that light and that we ~ere blowing hot and cold with ihe same breath. 

The D.S.p. also referred to another newsbit in the "Prajashaktill issue of 
18.11.42. wherein some soldiers from l.la.labar "lho were in touch with halabar C0'111n
unist leaders were reported to have expressed anti-Fascist and .anti-Jap views arrl ' 

.. supported the Communi st Party line. Thi s, acco rding to the D. S. P., was intendoo 
to show to the people that the sold i9 rs too Vlere against the Govern'llent. 

In conclusion , the D.B. P. ended by a.sking our comrade why our papor should 
not be closed down. 

On his way back, 
who remarked to h:im: 
COlnmunisto yourselves 
police! " 

Ju. P£RIP(; E_DE II) r 
Comrade Chand rasekhar Rao met the Depu ty ~8Ii99;hl" 0 f Polic e 
"We are trying to crush the ::lame Congress movement which you 
have been opposinB. ihy then should you criticise tho 

A very remarkable sta tement. Co~uunists are opposed to the ryresent stru~gle; 
therefore, it sasruo! they must not_speak uP_l:I.ga.~nst abuses of pO\/er by the police t 
The )olico are ;iven the job 0 f preventinf; sabotage activities; therefore , they 
can CODll)lit any wnount of abuse of their poymr in_ the course of discharp;e of their 
duty ! 

come. 

. 
On ·the basis of all tle above , the threat of closing dOVJll IIPrajachu.kti" ha.s 

r 

SUCH REPORTS 

.htd do all the above incidento, referred to by "Prajashukti", boil down to! 
They all diocloae flagrant abusos of power a.nd authority by the police. In some 
C3.se~, the . verdict of the courts themselves haa justified this asnertion. In 
othe ca60s , the higher authorities themselves have taken action against police 
officials after these incidents viera reported in nPraj ashaktilt. It is this 
what is the proof thEtt Itprajashakti' is not publishing "cock and bull stories" 
an the D. S. P; alleges. 

, , 
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The D. S. P. ' 0 a1.1egation;) about the new:Jbit about t he if:11abar ooldiero is very 
strUl1.;,e , to sa.y the lea-ot . To r e )o r t that f reed ore-lo vin; s oldie r s , \1ho fight . n 
-'jhe front-line 'against the 3c i3ts , r eal ise t ha"t sa.bo1;ag3 I:leanS disaster t o our 
n'Liion; t o put this call fro. the sol die r s t o tho people s 'light in our or gan - 
a ccor ding ~o the D. S. P. i :; a c r ime ! 

. 
VA • ~ icts 0 f t he courtn a s \(e1l as a ct i ons t aken by Go verl1"!ent 

the!11f;0lv93 show that "Pr a j f:1shakti" does not publish unfounded r eports . In vie ;] of 
this . if su ch un founded renortf' ap ) ea r acco rdine; t o t he poli ce , that' i s the ordi
nary prDces'", 0 r l a u

/ open t o them against u o. TIli s was exa ct ly :hat our COM rade 
=ditor to~d t1e U. S. P. . 

. 
Instead o f this Q"ID:)le and st~aig.ht cou ~se , vlhy this thr e"-!_t of clos i ng d o Yn 

our p ~per! 

The Police o fficials men they found that t he cou rts we r e di31li ssing the e vi
dence br ought for-':a r d by them aga i nst' our ' a.rres t ed comr adea , ad opted t he cle ver 
met hod o f detention. TOY! t hey lant t he same method applied to ou r. pa-per -- clos ing 
it do".m. In bot h c ases , it is they who are a fr:_dd o f the law and i ts no rmal ,rocess
es , not \fe • 

.. 

" war nin (; s shovl 1. They show t hat no paper ... Jill be a llowOO 
t o its atti tude towards the war be, unless i t a cqu i esces i.1"l 
~l 'caseo of viol t'l tion of law and abuse of pO\/e r by tho se ~ho are pre sumed t o be 
the ~Jard ians of thi s yery l a . • I t mu st keep 9uiet about the tortu r e o f anti
Fascist p~,triots and the r ape o f '!O!llen, even i n ca se s v/he re t he Go verlTIlent has t a ken 
~c t ion ag~ inot dolinauent polico offic ials on the basis of r eports that have ap?ear-
ad i n it. '1< 

The @ar d i ans _ of l~_'.'l and order , str angel y enou@l , cannot toler1:1.te e xposure 0 f 
br9uches o f the l aw· in their own ranks. 

. ! 

Encour 'lgement 0 f su ch an at t itude means t olera tion and enc our agenent of t he 
'I/ors t abuses 0 f power and: authority. No c i vili sed Gover nmen t ca n tolerate such t h:in ge . 

ill t o_day' s s ituation in this province, suca an attiFlde means sheer disaste r . 
At a time when the closest linIe between the Govermnent a.nd the peoule are necesaury 
in or de r to de fend the country from the f a scist enemy, to encoura~e police excesses 
ruld to gag . the mouthiof the only po,rerful and influential anti-fascist» journal in 
t he 0rovince, on the ground that it brings these excesses to light is the surest 
\'lay of Y' idening t he eulf betwee n the Go'vernJ11ent and the peop1.e and 0 f driving the 
la.tt e r into t he ~rms O-f -t he waiting Fi fth Column. 

1'he eJ<p o sure 0 f the ca se of the Vellka t agiri police Sub-Inspector led to promp t _ 
action on the part of the .Government. Ha s "Pra jashaktill strenr;thened the cause of 
the 1.'lar effort t hus or wea kened it! The exposure of the SreekakullW police excesses 
aKXX led likewise -to prompt action on the part of the aut~orities. Has the c~se 
of the war effort _gained or. suffered throu gh this exposure! Unwarranted action 
by the police against anti-Fascist workers, action which was squa shed by the crurts , 
whom doe s such action help except the Fifth Column! If so, a journal which brings 
such cases to -the notice of the Governrllent is doing immense service to the cause of 
the war- effort. 

Acquiescence in this police dem:wd in this pr9~ince \'fould lead to nothing exce'lJt 
maGS arrests and detentions of the staunchest anti-basciets in this province and th e 
driving of dsapera te and infuriated people eil masse a rms of the Fifth 
Column and the sabot eur. 

WH6l{ DOES CLOSURE OF "PRAJ ASHAKTrt HELP! 

What would closure of "Pr!:l.jashakti" mean! It Vlould not. of course , ma.ke us 
bud~e an inch from our patriotic path. The action of the p olice and the GovernuBnt 
can no more make us modify our policy than the slanders a.nd the threa ts of our own 
fellow- patriots. But it would only mean closing down of the one po [erful and infl u 
ential paper that fiehto sabotap;e, incendillrism and hold- up of producti on and Illt a 
forward national defence ao the best pa.triotism before our people . 'It will be r end
ering the biggest single act of service to th~ pro-struggle and the Fi fth Columnist 
elelnents in this province . 

----~------~----



llEM:O ON THE POLITIG1U.-PRACTICAL ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMUNIJT .l.RTY ill ANDHRA 

STIifCE AUGU3T 9 SUBMITTED BY TEE ANDHRA PROVlllCIAL COMMITTEE . 

M.An~ FE~'i.TU.RES OF OUR PARTY IN ANDHRA 

AST SE~T""RAL YEARS \1""" HAV ~ dOli OVER T= IN Al~DEi.A , THROUGH OUii '."tORK }'OR THE P 'I .J!.j , it.l!l ~ 

VAST MAJORITY Ol!' ACTIVE CONGRESS RANKS I NTO OUR PARTY. IN MOST OJi' THE RURA.L .AREAS, 
THE iCTIVE VILLAG~ YOUTH, .. RICH IS THE MAIN CADRE OF TRS COHGHES ~ , ARE TO-DAY INSID.." 
OUR P.ARTY. 

. The Congress leadership of the Province themselves know this. In fact before 
the Bombay A.I.C.C. session (which gave the threat of a movement), when there was a 
discussion inside the Andhra Provincial Cong ress Committee on the question of this 
movement, some of the leading Provincial Congress leaders themselves expressed 
serious doubts as to whether any movement would at all succeed ~n Andhra ag~nst 
the opposition of the Communist Party. The Provincial Congress leaders, even 
before thei!' arrests, knew that we were opposed to "struggle". 

The Forward Blocists and the Fifth Columnists in Andhra too know the tremendous 
strength of the Party among the active Congress cadre. THEY HaVE TR~ ~V~rlY DEV-
ICE I NCL UDI1W CREATION OF ... nVAL STUDENT .aN]) PEASANT ORG.rt.NI8.ATIO .NS, SLium3R, PER

SONAL ASSAULT, ETC., 'fO I NTIMIDATE US AND TO DISCREDIT US IN THE .3YES OF 'I'm. COI{GRESS 
RANKS AS GOVE .i..l lENT GENTS. ) 

FOR TRS ABOVE REASON:, AETER AUGUST9 ·. FOR THE FIRST J.1IME, ALL 'nG OTt Eli G~ OUPS 
(PRO-STRUGGLE PATRIOTIC COHGRESSMEN, DISGRUNTLED ~ISAN SABE). L~ER~ ~~O WERE 
AFR~ OF OUR iU SI NG I NFLUENCE AMO m Ti.E P~SAN'j:' MASSES, A GHOLP OF RE.t.'\fEG.ADE COUl.
].iUNluTS EXPELLZD FR011 T.i:iE P....RTY, lWRWARD BLOCISTS, AND FIF TH COLUMNIST ADVENTURERS) 
UNIT2D .. G.h.L ; S'l' 'l'HE P..=..RTY. 

'J1H3 ..:'~.B.il1Y IS ST.ftUfIG.£S~P I N THE POLITI CALLY MOSlJ.' DV CEl) DISTRICTS LIKE KRIS!L 

lJifD GUN:rUR. I~ I S IN 'l'..JESE DI STRI CTS Ttl. 'J. oua Dn'EH.V I!:i~'l.'Im~ AFT3H bUGUST 9 ' S 
IJ:OS~' EF.t!'EC'J.'IVE. 

THE lUI N STRENGTH OF Till P.ci.RTY,.t1 .!.\:ENTI01~ED ABOve::, IS I1{ :iL RuRAL ~~!.S 
THE VILLAGE YOUTH. When the c r isis overtook our cO'J.ntry, we operGuted mainly f'rom 

the villag es. _ction in the rural areas to prevent sabotage does not look dramatic ; 
• but once sabotage spreads in the villages' the entire Province can go up in smoke. ! 

ONE HAS 01J Ly~IO COl.1.P.h.RE liliDHRli. ·,ID.'E Bl!.H:A.R AND EASTERN U. P. PO GET .Ai\[ ID~ O.b' .i .fIA.P 

MIGH1' HAVE BEEN IN 'rHIS PROVINCE ALSO BUT l"O..:{ 'iRE SUCCESSFUL .tUm EF .. ::JC1'IVE I.N~ER-
VENTION OF T~lE COMMUNIST P ..tillTY ON '.l.'HE B.I SIS OF ITS STRENGTH n~ '.P.tC ilU.rum AREAS. It 

was our Party alone, on the basis of its strength i~ the rural areas, which saved 

Andhra from being another Behar, or Eastern U.P. (in both of whic~ places our Party 
• was comparatively far weaker in the villages). 

IN TR]; FEW T,OWNS IN ANDHRA, LIKE COCANADA, BEZWADA, AND VIZaG.APATAM, IH1!1RE 
SABOTAGE N':IGllT IIAVE GOl' a I"OO'F.l:IOLD, WE .illitE lillL2 TO INTERVENE. V:mRY E}'FE .- TIViLY 
BECAUSE S,'.iGSE II ERE rI'l:IE TOWNS ,iI:IERE OUB. P iiR'l'Y a STRONGEST. 

":1E JON BACK 'IRE Iv1;ASSES OF THE ~TUDENTS IN .MDHRA AWAY FROM DO: SABOTAGE AND 

STRIKES AFTER THE FIRS'l' l!'EI, DAYS OF HECTIC FRENZY. ONLY FEW YOUl'l"GER Oi~'ES ARE 
STIL~STUCK TO TIIl!;IR ~INE Arm TBESE TOO rm BEING RALLIED NOW. 

} 
/I 

t 
In the early .days of the movement, burning of railway stations, and tectring off: j 

of railway tracks, etc., were the main forms of sabotage. '1'1' I" OU.:.1. 1Orl.K ilLOlllE If 
DImI MINll.USED THIS AND SAVED ~ERIOUS S.H.BOTAGE OF TR.liNSPORT IN ANDffitA. ONCE AGUl f 
OiU ..,. S O:;LY 1'0 LOOK A'll BEHAR TO SEE 'i/&1.T MIGlfr RAVE BEEN BUll FOB. lIRE (;OMr:1UIHS'r I f 

PARTY. BESID.JS THIS, l'HROUGH OU.L HOLD IN CER1.'JliN KEY ' Ci..I.'4TRES OF .RAI1t7AY TJ'NIOr S 

(LIlKE GUN'l'AKAL .a.N"D BEZ~/ADA), WE vd~mE ABW 'ro PH ,VEIH SABOTEURS FrtOM GETTTI G . 

THill RAIL,I ~Y vIORKEll~:;) 11l~D 13PREADllW DEMO.R....i..LIS.a.TION AND MISCHIEF AMONG r.t:.HIi}.[. 

OUR POLITICAL aCTIVITIES 

As soon as the Congress Resolution threatening "struggle" came out, our Prov
incial organ "Prajasakthi" carne out with a rticles explaining how disastrous is ~ 
~Qx~~e~~ against national defence. All Party members were called upon to agita~ •. 

~ 
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among the people and among t he Congress ranks against such a course. .e made o~ 
policy clear - that our job was to throw in our all into convincin:; our fellow
patriots and weaning them away from~aabotage and that repression directed abainst 
the Congress far from achieving this aim, would only turn anti-British feeling into 
pro-Jap channels and throw decent patriotic Congressmen right into the arms of the 
Fifth Columnist. There Vias, therefore, no question of our supporting GoverIlInent 
measures of repression as such measures and our support to them would mean the 
Congress masses going away from us and to "ards the Fifth Columnist. 

Everywhere, after August 9, Party member s were right in the midst of the 
infuriated masses of people arguing with them and holding them back from sabotage. 

TE COULD DEFINITELY S Y THAT BUT FOR OU.d n~TERVENTION THE 3 POLITICALLY rOST 
ADVANC.:;n ~ISTRICTS OF KRISHNa, ~,EST GODAVARY, AND GUNTUR, \ OULD HAV"': GOlfE TIB BEHAR 
AND EASTERN U.P. ~AY. It is in these districts that our strength among the congres~ j 

workers is greatest and therefore sabotage could get least foothold. EVEli AMONG 
TnESE 3 DISTRICTS, KRISHNa IS T.H3 DISTRICT WHERE THE LEAST b.1l0UNT OF SaBOTAGE OCC-, 
URRED, AND THAT TOO DONE AT NIGHT BY A FE., STEALTHY GANGS. F.dIS IS BECAUSE lGISHNA 
TOO IS THE DISTRICT 'YHEIG '1E ARZ STRONGEST IN THE W'HOLE OF A.l'lDHRA. 

No clearer proof is needed for our contention that it is due to the interventior.1 
of the Communist Party alone t hat· sabotage was checked in Andhra. • 

EVERYWHERE THE POLICE CONCENTR..-lr:;:;::D rrHE IR FIRE ON US. OUR AGITATORS .lRIL2. IN THE 
V i:RY .t.l.CT OF PACIFYING .ANI) COrTTROLLING A.."l"GRY CROWDS, -:'lERE AR...-lESTED BY THE POLIC::; , 
(THIS REACEED SCANDALOUS PROPORTIONS IN GUNTUR DISTRICT) AND C.dA.RGED ~iITH lLiVDfG 
"PAl.t TICIPATED n~ THE STRUGGLE 111. AL110ST ALL SUCH ~ES 7;ERE ACQ,UIT1'ED BY THE , 
APP3LLAT'; COLriTS - ,lhI Cn: ;:) .riC is ON TliAT FLAGRANTLY UNJUSTIFLiBk. J.I.\.vuJ.~.J;;) T • .w POLIC...:.. 
USED TO LAY lLll~DS Ol~ OUR P..utTY ';'l.Ja\iliERS. 

lUTHODS ':fE USED 

1. First and foremost comes our Provincial Organ, "Prajasakthi". .eek af.er 
week, it ~ame out sharply condemning sabotage activities. It exposed the nefarious 
activities of the Forward Bloc, who got control of the Congress Committees in andhra 
after the first wave of arrests which included all responsible Congress leaders. It 
advocated and popularised various concrete measures of strengthening the war-effort, J 

such as: . 

a) "Grow More Food" Campaign 

1 
b) Amicable settlement between the peasants and the aerodrome constructiOI4j 

authorities, making the peasants understand how the construction of a 
aerodromes is essential if their fields have to be saved fro :n the Jap 
fascists. 

c) A.R.P. and Civil Defence 

THE STEADY G BO I TH IN THE C IRCULNV ION OJ!' "PRAJASAKTHI" FROM 3,000 T THE :B EG
nHUi'ifG OF AUGUST TO 10,000 TO-DAY SHOllS 'rHE nWREASLW SUPPOliT .• nICH OUR C.ALP IGN 
AG11.IAST S~·.BOTAGE i m .tOR NAl'IO , ,,~L Dl!:F l!IfCE liAS BEEN WINNING !ROM :,ilHE P3:0PLE. ' 

2. .fe conducted .an extensive signature campaign during Octo1e~ and November 
'IHIEN ,fE COLLECTED LOR..fl THAN 1 L.AKli OF SIGNATURES GOING FROM HOUflE TO HOUSE. Every 
such signature meant arguing for hours with an individual and convincing him that 
not sabotage but national unity and strengthening of national defence will bring us 
freedom. 

3. FR0iJL .aUGU3T 9 0 ~ ARDS PRAC 'rICALLY NO PUBLIC .I>&TliiGS .w~.I.1. i .J. .. LLO.lED D ANY 
OF THB DIS'lIRICT~ OF .,l1 .. NDHR..I.\.. TLL~J. cUfr Old1 iJ.',dE EASIEsrr &"lD MOST :iilFFECTIVE WAY OF 

APP OAC.tlING T.dE :r.LASSES Ot' THE P:C;O.PLE . The local officials very blaaAl.7 tell us 
that no permission is needed for meetings which do not further Congress movement , 
but in actual practice when we hold meetings they are 1& forcib~ dispe.J.sed by the 
police or own speakers are arrested and chargesheeted. It became a convenient 
method for the police to haul us into jails . 

In villages where there were no police to lathi- charge the meetings we 
them and kept the people from i ointng the struggle. 

, ~J 

t 
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e held :innumerable group meetings i~rivate houses and e~plained our policy of 
strengthening war-efforts of achieving National unity and at~onal Government for 

, waYi of t 
National Defence . This is the next bes~approach to people we had, apar from mass 
meetings. They mean+- that at a time we could meet no more tnan 15 people or so at 
the most. IN CHITTOOR DISTRICT ALONE, WHIC.d IS, HOWEVER, 0 B OF OU,d ~~ST DIS
TRICTS, .~ HELD NO LESS THAN 300 SUCR GROUP MEETINGS AT~EnDED BY 3000 EEOPLE IN ALL. 

4. PAMPHL3~, FO:Q{-SONGS, AND DRAMAS 

We have bl70ught out a booklet of anti-:Jascist songs ,( 2000 copies), another 1 

booklet containing 4 anti-Fascist dramas (1000 copies) and still another anti-FasCis~ . 
I folk-song "Chinese guerillas' strug; le against the Japs". (1000 copies). .All of J 

these have been sold out. 
THE SONG CALLED "PEOPLE' S ;i1~R", III ,mITTEN BY COMRADE K. SATY.d..NJ:l.R.:SANA,· ONE OF 

THE EDITORS OF "PRAJASAKTHI", WAS EVEN RECI'.rED FROi; TIlE ALL-INDIA R.d.DIO. I.'E LSARNT 
THAT SO::E MORE SONGS dRITTEN BY US 'ERE ALSO RECITED FHOM THE .ALL-INDIA RADIO. 

The most effective way in which we ' roused wast masses of the people in a number 

I 
J 

of villages to anti-Fascist consciousness was through our folk-songs (known as Burra.-' 
kathas), through our dramas and through other popular forms of folk art. rhe 
people would listen spell-bound to our anti-Fascist recitals for ho~rs on e.d. 
IDnillREDS OF P OPLE USED TO FLOCK TO rlE-lili. US II VILLhG'£S AND TiiOu~.Alms D~ TOit'N3 . 

~ 

Such forms of popular folk-lorG ~re rooted in the soil of Andhra and o~ use of them 
enabled us to spread anti-Fascist consciousness far and wide in the Province. 

OUR SONGS AND RECITALS 7lERE GOOD ENOUGH FOR THE ALL-n~DIA RADIO TO BROADCAST, 
BUT TIIE WRITERS OF THESE ARE NOT ANTI-FASCIST ENOUGH FOR THE POLICE AND THE GQVERN
MENT. ONE OF OUR BEST FOLK-SONGSTERS LIKE CCMRADE NAMBURI SRIlfIVAS RAO nun AND 
ONE OF OUR BEST ANTI-FASCIST COMPOSERS, M. RAM MOHAN RA.O, (BOTH F OM EAST GODAV Jill I 
DISTRICT), WERE DETAINED IN 1940 AND A~ STILL IN DETENTION. 1GCENTLY, THE LOCAL 
POLICE ARRESTED ONE OF OUR BEST FOLK-SONGSTERS, COMRADE MYLAVARAPUltRAl1A RAO, OF j. 

llEST GODAV ARY DISTRICT, ON A FAKED CHARGE AND HIS TRIAL IS GOING ON . THE DISTRICT \ 
MaGI3TR..l.TE OF GUNTUR ILlS GOl{E 0 ~E BETTER. HE HAS Blu-E'lED THESE RSCITALS ALTOGETHSR. 1 
In ,IHICrl COUNT ... Y FIGHTIlfG :m;J Fll.SCISTS ARE ANTI-FASCIST RECIT~S BANllED? 

OUR PRACTICAL ACTIVITIES 

VIZAGAPATAM DISTRICT 

Chittivalasa is a jute workers ' centre . The Congress .LiL~L . A. who organised 
Union wanted to bring about a strike. we were aule to make him give up the idea 
because ,of our strength. No strike was possible against our oPposition. 

EAST GODAVARY DISTRICT 
i 

This is a big stUdents' centre . Here we were aole to stop indefinite strikes I' 
of students in ~lmost all the schools and colleges . 

WEST GOlldVARY DISTRICT , I· 

1 . In Ellore, some misguided patriots tried to get the labouners to pull up i 
the Railway lines and indulge in other sabotage activities. We were able to preven 
it by getting at the labourers and . convincing them. • J 

20 In a number of villages where lootings were threatened by agricultura~ 1 
labour, we were able to hold them back and bring unity between the peasants and the l 
agricultural labourers . Through our influence , peasants were indUCed to give them ~ 

J 
.I grain free or as loans . 

OUR STRUJGTH MJI01~G AGRICULTUllil.L LABOURERS IN THIS DISTRICT ALOUE 'l.AS RESPONSIBL~\ 
FOR PHEVENTDW SUCH LOOTIl~GS ALL OVER r.J!HE PLACE. IF THE POVERTY- STlUC!aN LABOURERS ' 

HAD TAKEN TO };..ASS LOOTINGS AGAINST 'THE P~S.AN11S , TEE ,SITUATIOn .mULTI Hi V8 B:nCuME 
DISASTROUS . 

3. While rioting was going on in Bhimavaram, one of our comrades P. Somaraju 
, of Yendagandi who happened to be there got up on a parapet wall and a~.ied the 

crowd asking them to stop s abotage o liE ViA::) PULLED DO'IN BY P"::RSO.1' S IN THE AUDIENCE 
AND BE.llrrEN . YET 'lIHhl POLICE ARRESTED HIS OwN LEADEH, COM. G. VillNKATRAl! ~JU, IN 
HIS VILLAGE FaKED UP 11 CIlA.KGB AGAINST HIM , AND GOT HIM SENTENCED I1Il TO 20 STRIPES 
.aND 2 YE~illS r R. 1. S 4 
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4. In Palacole , when the crowd was about to loot the shops our comrades 

snatched away the iron crowbars from the peoples' hands and prevented the looting. 

5. Though students at first joined the ~emonstrations an~ went in for indef
inite stri£es , we w~re able to convince them and brinJ them back to the institutions. 

Y.clT; IT 16 IN THIS DISTRICT, liNEN WHILE rrHIS 'YORK OJ? OURS .J. .. .3 GOING ON , THAT 
T~ POLICE HAVE CAUGHT 25 OF OUR DISTRICT .AND 1'A1UKd .. L~..wE3.S ON TRu PLZ-'i. i'&l.T 'l'BEY 
H":WE CONlTECTIONS WITH THE CONGRESS .:tOVEtiJ..ENT . SOhlE Olf 'rEESE IL..V;-> BEEN D:::TAlli"J.:D .mIL.u 

WARRANTS HAVE" BEEN ISSUED AGAINST orl.'HERS . 

KRISE1~~l.. DISTRICT 

It is here that our Party is strongest . THIS IS .kLSO THOME' DIS'l'RICT OF THE 
:Elom{ARD BLOC LEADERS. Yet, we have been aule in this Dist:iTic t to hold the people 

• 
back from a considerable extent of sabotage activity . KRISHN.A IS ~'..L DLl~'ltICT iHERE 

":'" THE ~:FPRUGGLE WAS ABLE TO GET LEAST lWOTHOLD. 

_ GUNTUR DISTRICT 
, . 

1. In Guntur itself, a big college students' centre, we kept the students 
~ under cOltrol until the police entered a school compound and beat the students. 

infuriated the student masses so much tha~ it led to a mass demonstration and firing. 
As the only way of preventing further deterioration of the situation, we got the 
colleges closed for a week. 

2. Com. K. Balaram Krishnayya, one of our comrades , prevented a b~ crowd of 
people from burning the Railway station at Daggirala and he returned home only when 
the crowd had actually dispersed. The saboteurs, however, led the crowd on to the 
station again in his absence, and they burnt down the Railway station. 

3. At Repalle, we alone prevented the Railway station from being burnt and 
I Railway lines from being removed. Despite this, our Comrade P . Lakshminarayan was 
. arrested by the police and chargesheeted, but the Appellate Court acquitted him 
! I 
with the remark that it was he and his associates who had actually p~evented sabotagE 
activities . 

4. At Tenali , on August 11 and 12 , when the crowds were in a frenzy , our com
rades worked their hardest to hold back the crowd from kxxaiK burning the Railway 
station and from other sabotage activities". Their work in arranging treatment for 
the wounded and boarding and lodging for the stranded passengers prevented the sab-

~ oteurs from extending their activities to widerfieldso 

YE'l' ONCE AGAIN Irilll POLICE CAME IN .aND ARRESTED HALF- A- DOZEN OF OUR COl~ES , 

AND CIIARGESHEETED THEM . ONCE AGAIN 'l'lJE COURT SQUASHED TIlE CASES AND ACQUITTED OUR 
COMRAD3S . 

NELLORE DISTRICT 
• 1. At Naidupet , we were able to prevent the destruction of the Railway Bridge 

over the River Swarna Mukhi . 

2. . e checked a ~lan worked out by the saboteurs for looting in Nellore 
being' carried out in the town. 

3. Ie alone prevented lootings in Vehkatagiri o 
\ . 

CHITTOOR DIS'l'RICT • 
1. In T. Sadum, Vie prevented the villagers from comiilg LltO clash wi th the 

. Police on the day of the arrest of the local Kisan leadero 

2. We huve been able to convince Some youths and stop them from cutting 
egraph wires in Muttukur Firka 

3. In Punganu..J: , tIM Co- operative :Bank was singled out for burning. We 
foiled it. 

4. At Madanapalle , plans to burn the Post Office and the College Laboratory 
were hatched. 1e convinced the would~be saboteurs and made them drop theplan. 

'Ie stopped a *hreatened clash between the police and the people 
....... 
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-and got 

.At Pudi , we stopped some youths from trying to· tea r up the Railway line~ 

the group disbanded . 

. 6. At Tirupati , a£roup was planning murders of police officials • 

our work we got the group disbanded. 

CUDDAPAH DISTRICT 

Through 

At o~e place , when a group of youths were planni ng to remove the ... tailway track , 
we convinced them that it was wrong and made them give up the idea. 

ANANTAPUR DISTRICT 

This i s·a big college students ' c ent r e. 

1 • WE GOT Di TOUCH ',1ITH THE CONGRESS LEA.DER IHO WAS Suppos::m fO BB IN CHARGE 

OF THE MOVEMENT , HERE , AND COl VL'TCED HIM OF THE DLJASTROUS COJ.;SE "'UENCES OF SABOTAGE 
ACTIVITIES . rl'HIS \fORK OF OURS PLAYED A GREAT PART IN SCOTCHING SABOTAGE ACTIVITY. 

2 . At Anantapur , a big College centre , we brought the students away from indef
ini te strikes into the institutions . 

3. DESPITE rYtlJ.!l FACT THAT OUrt STUDENT CO.MRADES ALON .fER!, HOLDING THE ~~:;.SSES 

'rID; 3'J.1UDEITS FRO SasOTAGE lu"'\fD INCENDIARISM , TilE POLIC::!: AriRESrrED 9 OF OUR STUD2NT 

AND OTHER CObRlillES ON THE :E'ANTASTIC CHARGE OI!' BURND'l"G DO,.N THS COLL':'G~ Li..BORATORY. 
ONCE AGAIN , THE POLICE CHARGE 1NAS SO PREPOS /rEROUS TfIAlr THE TRIAL COuRT Hl~ '1'0 DISMISS 
THE VlHOLE C SE ArlD ACQ.UI T OUR COMRADES . 

KURNOOL DISTRICT 

1. We prevented indefinite strikes among the students at Kur noo l and 
=.;;.=~= 

2. In Cumb ham , Kurnoo l , and Nandi Ko tkur Ta l uks , we were a ule to win over 
certain Congressmen who were planning sabotage a c t i vities and make them ",ive up 
these pl ans altogether. 
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ME1':O ON OU , POLITICAL-PRA~l'ICAL ACTIVITIE:S SINCE 
AUGUST 9 n 13~HA:: SLi'DMIT'f,fi]) 13Y T'lE DE:fAR BWVTIiC-

. -IAL COMNITfEE 0:", l'HE Cmn:UNIST PA.i.1.TY OF TI'IDIA. 

----------------- ~ 

GENERAL FEATURES OF THS PARTY 

T'lis is a province where the Congress has n;ot tremeildous stran~th and i!1fluence 
throughout the rural areas. In no other province in India did tne crisis foll.o'lrl-
~ng Au~st 9 bring a bigger mass u?sur~e than in Dehar. All the responsible Con~_ 

, 'eO G leader::;' \'Tere arrested in the days immediately followin!Y. All~aIDL'{5tx. This left 
the field clean to tho FQr '/ard Bloc and t~e Congress Socialist Pu.rty who cUPlbindd 
to ,j'3thor and concentrated on Behar, because there'they had the most · fertile Goil to 
work upon, the huge patriotic baDe created by the Congress in the countryside !!l1d 
besides it is a province of key strategic importance from the point of vie'.'l of trma 
port and war industries. 

p.ur Party here cOl1nists of comparatively younq; student and Kisan cadres. 'Maj or
ity of the important and experienced PaTty leaders and also the "'lOst influential 
mans 1 eaders, have not been released bv the C-overnment till to-d1:tY. T'ney are all 
still ke'Jt under detention uilder the absurd plea that they are not Communista. Th 000 

"~Tho "lare reloaDed after lef)alisation were mJstly raw and young Party Members. The 
Party ' is legal but its ' mo st experienced and influential leaders are otill kept r;s 
de'tonus" 

The main limbs of the Party in our province have thus been cut off and ,:,; are.. 
left to work with comparatively young and inexperienced cadre in an extremely difl1-
.9!.lt situation. 

And on top of this, i:~ nearly 40 of our active \"~orkers, Party l ~erilberg and mili
tr.lnts~r~hrown into j ail after August 9 i taelf on the absurd charge that they are 
connected with sabot'tge activi tiea! This is the measure 0 f the facilitie a \'!9;1l 

Got to take our polic~T of combatting sabotage and the Fifth Column to the peopl e. 

The policy of mass collective fines and police excesses adds fuel to fire. It 
only resulted in mass demoralisation and sullen an~r ~ ... throughout the 
entire country~ide. This was the exact soil the Fifth Column wanted to work upon. 
The only way Behar could be saved was to give full facilities to a real Party 0 f ts 
the people to work a~mong them to combat sabotage and rally them to the cause of 
national defence, tn s~and between the people and the Fifth Column. 

Against such odds we had to work in the province. The student masses got 
cau~ht uIJ"'in the mass frenzy in the earlier months, ]:lut we havo since then won back 
most 0 f the tiC tive otudent workers and bruught the Rtudent masaes almost eveI)[Vlh ere 
back into the insti tutiono and away from aabota~e. 

hiOllO' the kioano, \":e are makina' rapid headway. Moot of the Hctive Kioan work
ers who 10 ft us fo r struggle duri,ng the earlier daY!3 have been \"/Un back. In the 
diotl:"icts of Honf~hvr nnel Chapra, VThere. the locu1 authorities all0 Jed us some ftci
litiAo, tie have beel!; able to do very effective worlt in stoppinp: sabotage nnd 
inc end i ari nm. 

despite 
AIlong the working chlss,/the eavereot 00triction~1l our \'Jo.t'k, ~ .. _v{'s}·2-uble 

hold the 'I/fOrkj,ne; C1fl13lJ ·tt Ciridih, Jharil.1. n.nd JvmAlnore \rhere Vie have comradE/s 
'ywrking. fa were nhle to keep coal production goiflt under vory d.ifficult condi t-
iono tlhen the managoment were denyinlt to the workerD even minimum deurnesa ellow
an~ und the di content of the '/orkera 1aa being franticu.l1.y 'V/orked upon by pro-
trll~ 11) elements • 

_lhat ,,[ould havo ha.ppened ifl.. thane workinFf ... claso COJttr§.Q..but for tha CanITMn-
int Purty c~,n be neon cleHrly from the example of <lamsh ~dpur. Here during the 
earlier period of the war, every s1ngle Communist Wao trtlcked down ,Hl1d exter~ • 
fro .r ~.m\3hcdpur. ~5 Communists in 011 ware oxterned. Not one 0 r tho extermaGnt. 
ordera "iTf.t cuncelled evan after tho Party \'Tao legalioed. Whut happenod at JamshErl
pur ufter lIuguot 9! The short-sightAd policy, 0 f the nOVerl1'llsn'fi meant that not 
a !Jingle Communist nl.s 10 ft there to combat the pro-etruf-~gle elements . and to rally 
the 'orkern of, thio key 10.1" industry to continue yroduction. ,Production in Jam ah 00-

\lA,n blo'im un for nserl:), 2 months. 
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Thl3 differonce bet 7ean Jl1llIGhedpur on the one hand and Jamalpur, Giridih ~ 
Jharia on the other, aolel' due to t he lork of our Party. 

RSCOnD or OUi POL:TICAL-PRACTICAL ACTIVITI~S 

FrotiJ the 9th August., the COfmunists have c1.Tried on an incessant CWllpai:; against 
the civil disobedience mo "ement and tried to t~e the people on to tne path of nat
ional unity for national defence and National Government . 'Ia carried 011 incessant 
group meetings among the students, ki"!ans and ~lOrkers wherever we had a comrade 
working. \';e spoke in mass Meetings nheneve r Vle 50t an opportunity to save our peo
ple fro J rus' ing to mob violence. We were hissed at as Goverrulent ~-t~el ts on the 
one hand and impeded in our patrio tic work by the bureaucracy on the other hand. 
In opite of that we have carried on our patriotic propaganda \"lork by every method 
~ossible and are at the job. 

T ere are the facts: 

SONEPUH.: Just after 9th August, a mob 0 f infuriated kisans rushed to the 
Sonepur . iLIaY Station to burn it do\·m. Our comrades Vlere all along \7i th the pea
ple al'lonG whom they have "forked and conate.ntly aq;ued and 1tr iued wi til "'the'll till the 
Verj end. But the mob fury was at such a high )i tch that Vle could not prevent them 
fro'lJ burning do Ttl tl-J.e station and lOuting the q;odowns. But the masses 0 f risalls 
from t'1e Sonepur village itself did not nurticipate in the station burnin,,;. Our 
COl'llrqrtes t01Jred about a dozen villages and prevented moh violence inJhree or fO'lr 
vi112~'3n >110re . We distributed a larp;e number of copies of t!Je "Open Lette~of the 
Communist Party to the Con<'"ress 'lorking Comilli ttee" (where the Party appealed to t e 
Con r::;ress leaders that any novoment against to.e de fences of tl1e countrv v:ould brinz 
not freedorl but Jap Ftl.8cism) emonr; the Kisans during these da"s and a larp"e nU.nber 
of Kis'~ns s1,ic1 ti1at \7~ were right. 

CHAPrtA: In Chapra our comrades incessantly ar2:Ued with the stuJen~vs durin ~ 
the ston'J-tossed days of U9;ust to prevent them fro;] falling a prey to strikes and 

Vsabot'·-;e. They add ressed a mass meeting of the students stressing the same point. 
They c~rried RXMX 'on the sa11e campaign among the people of Chapra too. That is one 
of t1.e reasons "/hy much mob violence did not take place in Chapra. , 

SIIAN: The most outstanding feature of our cam;)aiw in this area ,laO the 
saving 0 f the. bridge of Anora. A large crowd had gat'1ered to destroy the brid;e 
of Andra. One 0 f our student cOMrades went there and addressed the peo:)le . He 
vehemently arr;ued that the destruction of the bridge Vlould prevent the people of 
the village from going to the market town. He won over most Df the people ";/ho 
had gathered t'1ere. The pro-struggle elements who had gathered tbe cro7Ju finding 
thems9 1 vas in a nasty hole managed to get our comrade ]( away and lacked him in U) 

in a house for four days. The bridge was damaq;ed a bit no doubt but not by the 
mass 0 f the Kisans , but by only a few people. 

MONGHYit: A mass meeting 0 f the studento was held on the 10th ~7lst. A 
resolution was wmi unanimOUSly passed against the cal l of pennanent strike and 
urg .ng national unity as the only way to get the Congress leaders released . fter 
three days, however , when sin stories of police violence reached from outside , 
the students got out of control and went on strike . It is to a great extent due 
to our cwnpaign that much hooliganism did not take place in Monghyr tovm. 

AMONG 'YrIE wORKERS 

mAIUA: After 9th August a mass meetin~ of 10 , 000 workers was or,,;anised in 
Kirkend by some Congressmen to incite the workers to GO on strike. Two of our 
comrades went to the meetino;, addressed the workers and explained tl-J.at a strike 
;ould be af~ainst the interests of the workers and the country at the :)resent moment • .-/ 
The strike, did not take ·place. During the s~une period a group 0 f worker s v/ho were 
going to cut vIires were broup;ht to the Union Office and it was explained to them 
that clltting wires would ~o against the interasta 0 f the country and they gave up 
all xu ideA. of sJJ.botap;e . 

[n the village of .Is.gdioh, near about Jharia. our co"nrudes through incessant 
.expl9.natory campaign prevented the mass of the kisans of the village from taking 
part in sabotap;e activities . 
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GI,trom: Some Fifth-Column elements tried to :imci te the riridih Coal workers·.k 
strike. But through our ince3sant group meetinc-fJ and busti Tlleetin,";o, strike \7UG 

averted. 

nurt from Giridih, Jhari!'!. anc .J~:tIna1pore2 \1he re our co r-I rades work, strikes took 
place al",os';; in every other factory in Beha.i' (Dehri, Gaya and JaPlshednur( after the 
9th August. 

During the latter half of August and the whole of September, the picture in 
Behar was one of wholesale arrests and im.)osition of mass collect _ve fines. It was 
diffiCuLt for CO'TIDlunists to set a hearing, they were everywhere railed at 'as trait_ 
ors and Government agents. 

Fro') October all our cadres began un incessant explanato'ry ca.'l1paign on the b<l.::li 5 

of the experience of the strug81e itself - how it hits our O\.'ffi people, hov! our eco 
nom~c and political life is being ruined and how such activities would only rssult 
in ~x easy victory for the Japs over our L)eople. In October, 10 kisl"-n meetin';s 
'eJere addressed by us (total atJ~andance 11,000) in Western l.:on:;hvr. 5 meetin-;s of 
Idsan ·women (total attendance 400). The kisans heard our line a-;uinst sabotaze 

'" aml for unity and defence ':lith rapt attention and discussed with us for hour.s lOFL'Xe. 

in, 011r policy and hoV! it VIould help them to turn the tide 0 f ,;roning starvation 3Ild 
anarchy. Tn and ~et"feen the meetino,;s over Rs.10g were collected for the Party Fund. 
That indeed Via:) a me~sure 0 f their response to the call of Iph~ty again::;t sabota;;e 
and for de fence and unity . 

Nove 1ber: we sb.rt"'(1 the mOnth 0 f November \'!i th ~t1e Unity .<eek. Hand-n-±tten 
'P08:1;.0-;;;- h~ill!J (about l?.,OOO in 'all w~re ci'itributed allover tnt) province ),_ 
c1 oS'3d-door r16etinr-:1 (ov9r 200 allover the province FIllIon"" 'r;orker~; , ki:::;al?-",, studelli£ 
~9.nd _qitizel!,.sJ...J.!:.!lf1 2i!:e t-corner nle8t~nn;'3 in Lon,hyr al',lr1. Chapr:l '·!;18ee ~)~r~lis,Jion fo ~ 
~lU:ld71 VTH'J obt<tined, nJa'1~ .§.i':nature .c~~mpair;n in th'3 villages and t.O\ffiS (nearl ': 
12,00Lr.ignatures obtained du:r.,ing the Unity-J1eek) - that is how. we c_~.FieAJLn_t~L_ 
int~nsive campaign against sabotage and incendiarism. A large numo~r o~o-stru~
Ie elements were wQ.n over and quite a number 0 f them are now Vlorking hard 'with us 
Mainst sabotage. A larp;e number 0 f Congressmen, who were fee lin; nelpless and de
moralised c111eto tl'!.? di:1integrat_ion of the "strl,q;le" 110\'1 :-;upport us fmc have turned 
thair (ace ac;~;tin:3t sa':Jotnp;e_. 

attendance 
1,000) 

AT)art from theGo,8 Kis8;l1 Sabhu mec)tin:;s VIere addresserl bv our comrades in 
l!on,:hyr Ultq. •. _Gaya districb (attendance 5,500). 

'1\'10 'rrade Union meeting3 \1ere held in .Jamr.lpore (flttend'.mce 7,OO.Ql • 

.,:.rne Duccons of our carma! ~n a.qdnst s':J.botap;e is sThwn b'T the fact thnt the 
3ale of Peo\)le's War increased from 500 befor) 9t ~ Auguot to 1,100 by the end of 
'lovember. 

.~ 

From the end of November we huve taken up the Cf11'lpaiffi1 for food &nd~()revent
inc; the fifth column from utilising the starv.ation 0 f the people fo r further dis
ruption by inciting food riots. 

It is through our incessant patriQlli campaip;n that recently Com-ross l~ttf
lets have been forced at la8t to come out aqu1lst the ugehts of Japan.!i.!1d mmw 
hone!1 JZC;onr.;res snen have come to condemn sf{botav,o activitieo. 

rrhUD 'Ie re tho only force in the province fighting againot tho forces of <X 

marchy,oabotage and the Fifth Co lumn. 

ON '.£HE P tODUCTION mowr 

We have deocribed uw abovo how we averted :.tim strikes in Git'idih, Jum!u.;r:ore 
und Jharia im;lediutely after the 9th Augu st. Since then we have been trying our 
ma.xirrum to re.lly the workera against strikao und otopp8.l!e 0 f I.)rod~ction. Our mo at 
im )ort~nt achievoment J ho lovera io our recent activity in preventing stoppage in 
·Giridih. About 150 trolleymen (90~ of whom ~re 14uolimo) str-uck worK a. few days 
af.o 'becauoo they were not ;::ratting Deurneos Allowance. They had taken oath Qoran 
in 'land that they would not go to "lork unless dearneso allowance is given to than . 
before Htlharrom. Our comradeo rushed there and convinced the workers that lUll" 
throu(~h such hastv Hctiono they could not secure dearness allowance. They '"Iare 
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only vleakening the w-~tion' s defences and making the . ath easier for the Jap 
Fa "cists. '<Ie had to ar~ue long and hard with them siace they had taken :l. vow 
with the Quoran in hand. 

l3ut i.1 the end the ~rt10' im 'workers "fraw the point an\~ A.p;reed to go tick to 
'lor _'. The Union r epr esented their case be fore the Sub-Divisio!1al f f icer t/ho 
said t/'lat it is the contractors who creat e all sorts of ~isc_1:l9f a.ld :1e vlQu ld 
see to it that the Dearness All--o\'lance (alre ady granted by t he ~ aib a1 Board) is 
given to t ,he t rollaymen be fore Hohurrum. 

But in order to stren~hen the Unions, to prevent the Fifth Columnists fran 
mukinq: every iSGue ("hich constantly crops up due to the failure of the Go ve rnne nt 
and t,"1e Millo mers to satisfy the most elementary demands of the workers, into on 
issue for stoppage of work, it is necessary to have the right of meeting. Other
\"lise the vast mass of workers cannot be organised and made politically consciou s 
of their gre at responsibility for keeping up productton. 

S'l'LDSNTS : Afte r the reopening of the ochools and colleges in November pro
stru~~le elements tried everywhere to bring out the students on strike. But our 
comrades inces santly argued with the 'Students about the futility 0 f inde finite 
strikes. Due to our intensive Vlork, everywhere where str; kes ?lere ~ttEU!mted , they 
fizzled out (Moc21h'ytr , R. HeR, Seminary in Paint!.), because the !;eneral students did 
Dot lUg picket. Then came the provocative ac tion of the authorities in irlposing 
the School-Protection fees 0 f Re . l/- per month. Thi s set the students aflame once 
. .a :;ain. Throug:h our united agi tatilon, we got the ')rotection fee reduced to 4 ann <lS 

and did not allO\'J the pro-strug/de elements to make it an issue for further inc and
iari S111. 

Recently a s chool VIas burnt down by some Fifth COlumnist e1 ements in the 
ni p;ht, 'I e arranged a mas s neeting in LAKH !SARAI whi ch the students l:I.l1d the people 
of Lakhisarai attended, including a number of pr oPlinent Co ngres-smen, In tha s 
meeting, we openly came out ,ap;ainst a-cts 0 f sabotage -and incend i a rism and condann
ed them as acts against the pe ople and the student s . This is a measure of the 
adv1-il1ce we have made in our anti- sabotage campai r;n work . Thr ee months a",o , we 
used to be railed at and hooted down; to- day we i.i t out openly against sabvt age 

in Plass meetings v/herever we are allowed and peopl e listen t . .) u s and are convinc
ed by us, No other party would have t '1e cour age to do thi s i n Behar to- day. 



};E:'O or 0 -~ R'CLATIOllS Hm '? GOVE. :nUNT SUBHI'ITED 
BY TH ~ BK! '"l P~O ~IFv TAL cor"UT :.;E OF T:!B CQ ' U~HST 

PA..TY OF nffin 

The Central Governnent leealised our Party after n years on t ' a otrengta of i 1;3 
policy . It \!as a recognition of the new sit,ulotion toda:- ·,hen rlea3ures directed 
a:;ainot the activities of a P[:1l'ty 'm ich actively supports the war and ntands for 
national defence are unjustifiable . 

'I'he Vl:l::;t majority of our Party cadre 'had been arrested and thrown into jail 
durin '; the earlier period of the war. ilien the Pa.rty was legalis d, we had a rig, t 
to expect that at least the best part of this cadre would be released, for without 
this the pol.icy of the P~U'ty remains on paper; it cannot e ffecti vely carry it out 
amon~ the people. 

STRANGE RELEASE POLICY OF r,OVERNHENT 

But the releases we got \"lere most disappointing. The leading and raost exper
ienced Party leaders, those with the greatest influence amon!?; the neon1 a t were 8~1 
ke!,)t behind. Those "':".ho VTere released, exc ept tV10 , were taw, voun ': and inexoerienc
ed co·nrades. This reduces leo;alisation of the Party to a fiction. To legalise 
the Party on the one hand; to keep in detention exactly all those -:Iho are in a 
position to c'.l.rry its policy most effectively to the people on the other; how cun 
thes e tvo be reconciled? 

.., 
CHANGED ATTITUDE AFTZil AUguST 9. 

Behar is one of the few provinces \'lhich the crisis hit most sharply. The entire 
countrysijie literally went up in smoke. The Government in this atmosphere seems 
to rl'lve f,ot panicky and come to the conclusion that no Party or group except itself 
should oe allowed to work . The Chief Secretary to the Govern:1ent wnu had prior to 
Al.l~ust 9 o;iven sYJTpathetic hearing to our representatives req;arding CO"lJ)lunist prison
ers chanp"ed his mind after the events 0 f Aun;ust 9 . He told us that Ii no r-n al condi
tions do not exist any more and that the Government is too much occupied with the 
present disturbances to be able to give consideration to our reprosent~tions . " 

Such a stand is inex·)licable. VIe demand releasen precisely in order to be able 
to combat s abota!?;e , activities more effectively. It is precisely in this province 
where Com~ress influence in the countryside is most , where the upheaval after August 
9 "las 'UOAt violent and where the Fifth Column (Forward Bloc and Congrens Socialist 
Party) vras most active in using the Congress m1Il1e and influence for its uvm foul 
ends that the need is utmo st for a Party to work among the people a~ainst sabota:::; e 
on the basis of patriotic propaganda.· To cut out the Communist Purty is to leave 
i n the field only the Government and the Fifth Column to operate amonq the people. 
:'he Guvernment bases its acti vi ties' on XM!ll punishmentaml and fear; tne Fifth Col 

umn b'l.ses its on the patriotic sentimentn of - the people and on the Con ;ress influ
ence . It must be obvious to anybody "hich 0 f these will Guc ceed . (·unon% the peoole, 

.!he c'isastrous logic of this policy was clearly seen in the cane of Jirlshedpur . 
Every Comounist worleer to the last man (nearly 35 of them in o.ll) ~las tnt-cked dovm 
~Llld .externed during the period oc! illegality of the Party. After legality , not a 
single externnlOl1t order VIas withdrm7n. The result C:1n be exarlined nOYl. PlODUCT_ 
rON Kr JM'SHEDPUR CAME 1'0 A STANDSTILL roR NE.tl.HLY 2 mONTI-IS. '!hut t lis "leons in 
tern3 0 f India ' a war- e ffort is Imo\'m to the Govern:nent . Contrast J~:Jhedpllr with 
Jhnria, Ja:.1laJ.pore and Giridih where the ComT'lUnist P<~.I'ty did oper':tte and Wa.3 able 
to ]ceep production r;Oill"; under the most diff,icult circumstances. 

, Who g·tined by the J,ll'1ohedpur extern.lents? Not the Governnent2 but the Fasc -
ist <:lnamy ~1bro':\.d . Iho lost by the Communists ' activity ut Giridih, Jamalpore and 
J ~tritt? • \' SO¥' • buLthe Fa.sciGt enemy abroa.d • . 
Tf{f~ I,()(}l\JJ POLICr~ 8; Tr~ C. r . D. 

~e pr ~ctical c \!'I"Jing out of this policy is left by the Gov;'H'n'uent entire~:r 
to tho C. I . D. Rl1d the loca l police . r~ buses ito policy 8n'isiP? on 'the burlis 0 f th e 
repot't" of the v. I . D. x~p and the 10c · 1 Police. The C. I . D. r'3portp about our Party 
leader'''' s"Gill kept in detention 0 thut they are terrori:Jts (I,no cannot be truoted ~ 

rDhio arwnent haQ no meanin~ at all. r't is quito true that theDe leadere 
a ... .'0 '3x- terrori:Jto. But everyone of them huo completely left off terrorimn.The 

" q} 
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1 ;or ... ty of thl3 haT' lith t1t3 P'rty for t:18 l'lsJ;; 1, or 5 ye~l· s . 50"13 of th'"'!:1 
f"\,l;)",l''3 of +1 Pro'inc;n_ Gonlmiitec of otr Party prior to t '3.41' -etention. 

Q I' P~rt r lerv'p.r'" in Ben'-c!.l ~nd Behar are those who have a te rr<>r_ 
'2;-; )a.rt of t'le -t'3rrorist. ';roup ca.""e ov I' -holesaJ-Lt...o t'le ·J.rtr u '

,inf{ t A 're1I r ~ 1'133-1936 ... a roc'lIt of t lair utt8 I' didllusion 1en-c ~Jith th ideo_ 
19SY.....Q5 :teryot'i"'"'l •• l2.23J;: .1 t;.ov~rn-lent '18.::- rl3l~;r:-MY nU'!l1be~ o-i~ Ie ~ 
Q.Qmm.u_ni st s (who are a-&-terrorists ) and as __ l~al and au devoted m6JIlberJl.-2J _ the 

. COmmttnist Party they arEt ~ing a ven erte.cti~ole in strerur.~henin.,g_Jhe_war-
53 ffor ... t ill ~engal .• 

The local police and the C. I . D., seei ng t he ent i r e countryside !l ~2l~ 
:""ve. 1:r..az , 0 st t'1~::r heads and have arreo ted everybody wi lly-ni lly. They have 
thro v1l1 into jf-' il nearl y 40 of our Par ty ~lembars and 'ni l i t ants on the T)repostero ua 
charse that they are aa~istL~g sabotage activ i t i es . In t he ca3e of Comrade KBrvan_ 
and Sharma, the well- kno'.'ffi Communist leader of the Kisans , even the )olice could 
not uphold thi s char ge , he was so wel l - known and so he had t o be released. But 
wha~out the other cOMr ade sT 

~be pol ice tear orf our post er s and handbills, war n Jeo ple not to read them 
and not t o attend our meetings , t hreaten our militants with d i re consequence s if 
t hey \"lork wit h the Communists. They thus make no distinction between sabotage 
act ivit y and anti-sabotage activity. No "politic s" to be allo71ed anywhere, 'Nheth
er i t is sabotage "politic s" or anti-sabotage;'politics'f , t his is t illir policy. 

It is on the reports of such officials t hat the Provincial Go ve rn'lent bases 
its policy towards us. The result is that it corresponds very litt le to t he 
declared change in the policy of the Central Government towards t he Co~munist PartIe 

~hat thi s means i n t e rms of the situation in Behar ca n 0 13 seen by contrast i ng 
Mon'?;hyr wi th other di stricts • . In Monghyr whe re the local authoritjes allowed us 
compar atively some facilities for work and where one of our leaqers Karyanand &bar
ma, wi th mass influence among t he 'peoplc;l of the district., could move about and wo rk, 
sabotage activity has been checked to a considerable extent. . 

GENERAL AtT ITUDE OF GO VERNMENT 

Beiore August 9 t he attitude of the Government was to allow us to work legally. 
Though t hey did not r elease most of the Pa rty leaders, they a~ways promised to do 
so soon. ' 

Si nce August 9, there has been a complete Change in the Governnent attitude 
towards us. All sorts. of obstacles have been put in our way; permission to hold 
meetings, even to take out anti-Fascist propaganda squads, have been refused; 
Communists have been picked up one by one and arrested wherever the police cou~ 
lay nands on them. The police goes on tearing our posters, warning the people not 
to read kaK our handbills etc. The Government tells us when we make representat
ions that the responsibility is not theirs and that they are not in the know of . 
the facts. 

Responsible officers have pointblank declared that they do not want the co
operation of the Indign people for defending India. This view does not correspond 
:til in the least to publicly-expres sed declarations 0 f well-known mili tan command
era and to the changed policy of the Central Government towards our Party. Lt, 
Gen. Sir Noel Beresford Peirae, G.O,C.-in-Chief, Southern Army reoently declared 
tha.t the Army should be "of the people and for the people," ani that "harmony bet .. 
we en the civil 0 ulation and the arm was essential t win this war 11 General 
Wavell too has expressed similar sentiments, Ii e entral Govl7rnrnent t s action in 
legalising our Party too corresponds t~ such a new situation. 

Ho \v can the practical carrying out 0 f this changed policy towards the CanDllQ
ist Party 'be 1aft in the hands of offioers ' who make statements like the above! 

nrrERVIEws Vl TrH C l IEF SECRiTARY 
, 

Iti our interview in July with the Chief Secretary, Government of Behar, he 
gave a sympathetic hearing- to our dema~ for ,t he release of Communist prisoners 
and through his talks he indicated that the Government was seriously thinking of 
releasing the Communist prisoners. But in an interview with him on 24th August, 
1942, he· categorically said that at present the Governaent is not in a position 
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to release the Co~unists. The reason "that he gave was that normal conditions 
do not exist any more and that the Government is too much occupied with the pre
sent disturbances to be able to give any consideration to the normal things. But 
when it was pointed out to him that in every district frosh arrests of Communists 
are taking place . he re ferred to C. I.D. and local police reports saying that ou r 
comrades had been 'participating in the struggle. But when we argued it out 
effectiv~ly ?is answer wa~ that it was the cona~rn of the local aut 1orities. Of 
course, ~n tne end, he sa~d that he would put. the matter wit~ the Gover~ent. 
The whole talk revealed the changed attitude of the Govern.ments towards our Party. 

On the 26th August, we received a written reply from the Politifal ~epar~ 
ment , r!overnment of Behar, saying that they are unable to release certain CoIlll'!1ln
ist nrisoners . 

We are of opinion that the Government goes wholesale by C. LD. and police 
reports. • 

. 
RELEASE m:::roRE & A..1i'TER LIDALITY: \ffiAT DO THEY onO ! 

15 Communists were released from detention before legality by the Provin;
ial Goverll!'lent and one by the Government of India. Just after legality India 
Govern.11lent released one and the Provincial Government one. T"dE MAJO: I'IY OF THE 
COMRADIIS RELEASED BY rmE PROVINCIAL GOvEi, T ~t.~ RANK AND FILE. PARTY mrnERS 
EXC}ill? 'l'JNG T,lO. None among the released persons excepting one had a terrorist 
p~st. Those who were not released are all ex-terrorists, but the majority of 
them have been with the Party since 1938. The Government policy was clear, it 
was not to release the important Party members. 

In our talks the Government tried to argue regarding two of our leading 
cOlllrades still in jail, Jrishori and Chandrama Singh, that they are not genuine 
Commu~ists. About others, they never put up any ar~uments against release. Tne 
objections raisedby the Government are actually the objections raised by the ClD • 

. The fears and arguments against their release are not at all genuine. They are 
argu')lents put up by the CID, on which the Government relies. 

AH.1ESTS " DEFURE AUGUST 9 

Two important co~rades of the district of Champaran were detained in the 
month 0 f July. In this case the Govern:n"ant want entirely by the report of t.~e 
local police who reported that they wera responsible for the looting of Raxaul 

' Bazar by the mob. This char~e waw completely unfounded. On tne contrary, they 
\'lara the comrades who were actively work i ng to prevent further lootings. ~ 
local police officer was prejudiced against our comrades and it is strongly 

~ tumoured that he is a pro-Forward Bloc man. J 

In Champaran, our Party was very weak but was . growing daily and these two 
comrades were the local leaders. It is here that the first split in the Kisan 
Sabha brought about by the Congress Socialist Party and Forward Bloc in order to 
tight our People's War line and to further their Fifth Column acativity among the 
Kisl!U1e, hid taken place. Since then our comrades were marching ahead and weak
ening the Forward Bloc. The police could not tolerate the Communists and they 
had a pretext aga net one because he had been ana ex-Andamanite. THEIR ACTJDU 
ONLY MEANT WEAKENING '!HE ONE PARTY WHICH IS fIGHTING FIF'lH COLUMN DISRUPTION m 
CHaV!P ARAN. 

ARRESTS AFI'ER AUGU ST 9 

25 PARTY M.El!BERS AND NEARLY 20 PARTY MILITANTS HAVE BEEN ARRESTED SINCE 
91H AUGUST. Out of them five have beenei0 f~ released. Out of the~~sed par-
sonSt threa belonged to Monghyr~ncludinm~:ryanand Sharm~and two ~aya:. 
Monghyr comradea wera released for two reasons: i) they were real mass leaders 
whose viewB were so well-known that even the police co uld not make out any case; 
ii) the attitude of the local autnorities in Monghyr is generu11¥good. Gay a 
comrades were releaaed mainly due to Sharmajits recommendations. 

Those arrests show that the Government Vlent entirely by the local CID arrl 
police reports. In Purulia the District Party Secretary and another member of 
the District C~mmittee were arrested immediately after they had applied for a 
licence' to hold a meating to condemn sabotage. Nothing else ,~~s possible , eo 
they were detained without trial. In all like this 4 have been detained. The 
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rest have been sentenced to different terms of imprisonment on some ..-~ 
or other. 

The local authorities try to justify these arrests saying that they did 
participate in the struggle. nen cornered in talks, they keep quiet. 

eetings are banned allover the province. It is only in (onghyr DiBtri 
that we get permission generally when we apply for it. During the Unity e.t, 
Chapra also got permission for seven days to hold meetings and to take out 
In Bhagalpore and Giridih, though permission was given, certain cond~ iona wer. 
put. Our comrades were asked not to raise the slogans: "Release the ational. 
Leaders," "Stop Repression," "Legalise the Oongress. " Their main ar ment 
that thes& slogans were prejudicial, likely to incite the mob. MEETINGS WERK 
ALLO ao IN GAYA TO /N,- JHARIA AREA AND PATNA. Their argument has been that the 
time is not yet ripe, may create trouble , etc. The Additional Deputy Commiss 

, of Dhanbad Sub-Division categorically _ refuses permission to hold meetings in 
Jharia area. The District Magistrate 0 r Patna told us in the beginning that the 
Governr:18nt has not yet decided its policy with regard to meetings. Next time he 
replied that time is .!JOt yet ripe for mee tings. WHEN IT WAS POIN'ND OUT 'It) H. 
TH T THE OSL»A LEAGUE HAS BEEN GIVEN PJiRMISSION FUR HOLDING MEETINGS, HIS REfLY 
WAS '!HAT OUR APPLICATION HAS BEEN FURWARDED TO THE CO mISSIONER, PATNA DIVISION. 
SINCN '!HEN HE HAS BEEN REPEATING nus VERY THING EVERY TJIlE WE APdl>ACH HDI • .. 
ATTI'lUDE 'R)WARDS PARTY PRESS 

THE ATTI'lUDE 'It) lRDS THE PARTY PRESS IS FRANKLY HOSTILE. 'lllE RUMOUR ~ 
!mAT THE BDUR GOVERNMENT HAS IECLARED ITSELF 1N FAVOUR OF BANN:rnG PlDPLE'S AR. 
m CASE THIS IS HOT DONE, THEY ARE 'lHINKnm OF BANNING 'llIE ENTRY OF PIDPLE'S AR 
IN.., B·EHAR. 

ATTlTUDE OF DISTRICT MAGISTRA'IES 

~_ MONGHYR: The attitude is comparatively helpful. The police does carry on 
pinpricks but in relation to other districts it is negligible . In prac~ice also 
it is not hostile. 

BHAGALPORE: attitude and practice both one of frank hostility. No meetings, 
etc. allowed. 

GIRIDDh '''he attit"ude of the Deputy Commissiol8 r , Hazaribagh Disttict is . 
helpful but in practice nothing happens. The Giridih S. D. O. is hostile to us 
in practice. Not allowed to hold even T. U •. meetings. The S. D. Q. is influenced 
more by the Colliery .. authorities who are highly paid officers of the Central 
Government. 'DIll WAS MAND'ESTKD IN 'l'f{g WARMNT ISsmm AGAmS~ OUR GIRlDlH PAR'lY 
SlOORETARY , DHANESHWARJ SlNGH WII) WAS RESPONSIBLE R>R KKEPlNG THE woRKIBs 
UNDER CONTROl. DURING THE HECTIC DAYS .OF AUClJST • . U II)LD GIRIDlH FROM GOlNG THE 
JAKSHEDPUR AY AND OUR LOCAL PARlY BmRBTARr IS r:EtQCKmli:D AGAINST SUBSEQUENTLY ' 

• 
JijARIAI The attitude and practice of the Distric t Magistrate moat unhelpfu 

PATNAI HIS ATrITUDE IS MAXlMUM Jl)STlLITY. HE OPENLY TOLD OU OOMUDKS 
'IHE OOVERNa:NT DOBS NOT BOTHER DOn PliDPLE R>R THE DEmtCE OF lNBIA. THE 
GOVERNll lNT HAS SUFFICIENT MILITARYAm :r UPON. HE PERSISTEnTLY REFUSED US . 
MISSION 'lO HOLD JlliZTntp, KTC. AND DID NOT li:vEN BO'lHER TO DISCUSS ITH us. 
ATTrrtJDE OF THE POLlOK 

The ~lio. has got the same outlook towards us as during the daJe of 
illegality. lD G1r1dih, Jhar1a, Patna, Bettiah, the polioe goes on 
our poeters, tbey terrorise the people not to attend our closed-door ___ ""L_ 
They threaten our worker militants with arrest if they work with the ao .... 
'!'hey ut tile people DDt to read our handbills becauee they are · pr." .... _~._ 
In Jharia area they arrested one 0 four comrade's tor distr ibuting 
"Release the National Leaders" . . Whenever they find aD opporiwd""' "~'IiJ"~·. 
falee reports apinet us regarding our activities. 

Peqpl. ' fJ War 1. J'lOt allowed inside aay J&11 in RAJIMd'_· 

'ft:/ in wh10h 'lit ean nail away ConF •• s p&tr1.ew inn"... their folIo"" ou_ide i. 4Hi .. t. 
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OUR DThiANDS 

1) There should not be any restriction on holding mass meetings and street-corner 
meetings; 
2) 1e must be allowed to take out propaganda squads, 
3) The police shall not interfere with our activities i n the manner in which they 
do to-day; 
4) Warrants pending against our comrades must be withdrawn; 

5) Communist prisonerStand detenus should be released; 
6) Government should7go by the reports of the GID and the police. They must make 
arrangements for verifying the reports. 
7) Externment orders on Conullunists who used to work at Jamshedpur should be with-

~ . drawn. They can be most effective to-day in rallying the Jamshedpur workers against 
strike and hold up of production. ' 

• We add here an appendix of a list of comrades who have been arrested, kept in 
detention or against whom warra.nts have been issued. 

~k.~ 
A separate list ie asaeQ~for Jamshedpur. 

.. 



Li t of o~r~des arrest~d, det'iood or asainst 
lhom uarr' nte h ve ooe'11 is:JUed 

1. 

2. Day'mand Jha 
3. iswanath ~-athur 
4. Benode rukl-terj ee 
5. Pramatha . :1,lkherj ee 
6. Kishori praso.nna Sinha 
7. Chandrama Singh 
8 . .j ivan Singil 
9. A.C hu tanand prasad 
10. Kadamani Shukul 
11. Gopal Th'-l.kur 
12. Umasl1ank'er Shukul 

13. Sunil Chuudhry _ 

14. .l3,mag~ 1" Singh 

Special Arggnents for Release . 

Section 
• 

26 D. I.~. (Detention) 

" 
" 
It 

" 
" 
II 

" 
" 
It 

., 
39 D. I.? .. 

39 DIR and 411 IPC 

32 Police Act 

rrested 

Arrested on 1.2.40 and 
sentencsd 1 yr.. 8 nonth 

. • I. ut rearrested at 
j ~il ~ctte in s~ te~ber 
1941 Ulri er 26 D. I ... 
28th A.ril,1940 
1st iay, 194:0 
30ti1 April; 1940 
Juue, 1940 

It 

July, 1940 
December, 1940 
t:arch, 1941 
31",1" July, 1942 
July- end, :13 42 
..U'restBd fin and sent9nced 

, to 2 y1'6. 0,; 6 mths . ? .. I. 
rrested ~n :ay , 1942 

Sentenced to 1 yr. 8 mt 
R.I. in September 1942. 
But on appeal the Ju~~e 
(las pasaed o:der for re
trial. So at Jresent 
unaer-Grial. 
Sentenced to 6 months 
R.I. in Saptr. 42 

Anil Hitra: He is the only mRn in Behar who has been re-arrest9d at the jail 
gate on his release and since detained. He is an influential m~ss leader of 
Mon;hyr District. Ha is also an important Party rember, prien to his arrest he 7an 
in :the rrovincial COlllJ ittes. tiie releaae will faci 1 Hate combatting of aabotf:i.Ge 
and the building up of t/16 anti-fascist DOV8mont in Uon;hyr District. It will also 
help the Party to organi;le its work in tho -;/hole province 1"lore effectively. 

Bisvranath l f uthur ': He is a comrade who has a grept infllB nee in Ga.ya \'!here we are 
1;/e'tk and the 0'. S.P. is very strong. His release '\;'/ill help un gretltly in mobilioin 
the paople of Guya on our line find thus isolate the C.S.P., i.e. the Fifth Column. 

Benodie l:ukherjee : An inflnenti'\l comrtlde among Giridih COal workers . Giridih, 
being the centre o'f coal industry, a vital. indus try for VIal' , will be greatly helped 
by "lis presence. asidec , he is at present bedrtdden in the ;.nedical Colleg0 HQspit.-
0.1 , Pa~na. He is suffering from acute stomach trouble and in all probabIlity he 
has got T.B. aloo. His ei~ht ill is only 99 lbs. 

pramath ,.~ukherjI6e: He is the KISAN leader of the district of Pule!llun. "e have 
no pr-1,l'ty unit there. The C.S.P. being strong is carrying on its Fifth Column acti
vity without our opposition. His release will take us a long way in or ;anising the 
people , and ki.mms of that loc~lity on our line. Then only we ca.n isolate C. S.P. 
Oth r thun this there is no way out for fighting and isolating the fifllh-columns 
there. 

-
Ki~hori Prasanna Sinha: Popular leader of tho whole province ./ith a tremendous mass 
influence in t,he district of lwzaffarpu r. Another fortress of the C. S.P. Hi re-
le~\!'le will en~ble us to v!ipe th~ out. 

SpeCial Arr:umento 

It is only azainst Kishori that a special ar'fjUT1ent has been made for not 1"9-
le~ging him. ' It is the C.r.D. vhich opposes his release stronJly, und the Govarn
nen:t haG accepted i that view. Their ar"'u"1ent is that they do not take him to be a 
Genuine Communist, that 'he i3 still a terror,i6,t if not a Conf;re ss Socialist Party n1~~ 
that his folloVlorn outsido are still committing dacoities, etc . 
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Ti-lese rgtlments are all wrong. Kishori is noVi one of us and tne Party can 
gl arentee his bonafides. 

A llESrrS AF"I'&'t 9T'd UGl;ST 

1 • 
2. 
3. 
4 ~ 

Sushil Da.r.; Gupta 
Samar Roy 
lTar~in Pd. V9rrna. 
~Iirt lal Pali t ' 

Convicted 

5. S 'btldh Kumar Singh' 

• 6. .J<mdki shore Pd. Singh 

7. "3huv' neshVll;)r Sincrh 
8. Bhogendra. SiN;n Tho. 

9. Uchit Singh 
10. ~ohoybat Pandey 
11 . Aboul '{:ttl r 
l;ndertrials 
12. B'Jlmiki 5in3h • 

13. 1(' dhl Rudhan 
14. Deva Nara.in }:isser 
15. SitruDl Singh 
16. purnendu!' zumdar 

iurrqnta pending ag~.l.in3t: 

Section 

26 DIR (Detention, 

" 
" 
11 

34 8: 38 DIR 

" 
" 
" 

26 .... 1. R. (not sure) 
34 & 38 DIR 

Sect . 395 

11 

" 
" 

38 & 3) DIR 

'II!hen arrested 

13th August, 1942 
It 

10th uS'jot, 1942 ' 
October ,-1942 

15th August , 1942 
Convicted to 3 years R. I . 

11th August, 1942 
Sentenced to 6 mths ~I 

" 
It 

xiix Auguot , 6,mtlIs. RI 
August 1942 
10th Gust, ~ ~rs . I 

Warr~nt is~ued in . ug. 
Arrested Dec . 1942 
October, 1942 
30th Sept. 1942 
27th ~ l:;uot , 1942 
5th November, 1942 

1. Dhctllosh':lari d. Singh 2'-) DIR ('.iLi(11h 
2.. _ He is one 0 f tho sa \'!ho . rev6nted the workers rr'om resorting to any stri ke of 
any illeg' 1 activity. ' 

2. 
3. 

1. 

Brahlllade 0 Singh 
R!!.l!1kriGhna. Raoy 

2. Sarat Patnaik 

13o.gu 3t\rni , Monghy r 
" If 

3. Kripaaindhu 
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, ~ 0 ON OUR POLITIGllL-Pl ~TICAL aCTIVITIES SD "'g 
1J TST 9 J 0 ITTED U.P. p. Vn'CIAL CO "'rITE!! 

(5 T' JO! 0 1ST P i1 • OF :nInIA 

(This report covern our activit i es only upto the begi nning 0 f J'1.n.) 

of our p,a.rty inside th:is urovince is llU °nl" amon.!L.t' e Jorkin,"; 
nd Jhansi and wit1in the Conr;re~s itGelf. • 'an" of our comrades 

Several leadin'; CongreGs wor:.era 
our Party. and t number of lo,ar 

under our influence. 

"('he Congress or ~a.niz; tion in U.P. io the most radical and de~ocratic in the 
li101e .country a.nd thar'" -:ere natura lly different groups \"i ithin it. Our con;r~dea 

werd a strong Group, fi th their independent patr ':' otic polic' Ihich tne democratic 
workin of t :16 Congres3 organisation in this provi nce allowed them to prop:;:.gate 
amon t:; the Con:;reas maS::lec. 

ihen the crisis of ol.ugust 9 overtook the country, the ursur'~e in U. P . :as very 
hf~, ."J this is one of t'1e provinces where the Congress movement is strOI'W,e3t. The 
job of all onr COMrades in this situation was to come out sh~rply a gainst sabota..,e 
and rh-;uinst activities directed against nationul defence. This Was the job 1Which 
as 11l')mber:-: of the CplTL'11unist Party, with an i-ndependent policy of its Oim, they had 
to do. 

The only effecti va -Jay in nich sabot~ge and anarchy could be fouF,ht ' by our 
comrades in t'1l.S ')rovince is by nutting forward to the people the policy of nation
al defence as the best p'triotisr'l2 as the only way of uoholdinp; tho dorious anti-

, Fascist tr<td itions for which the Congress in this 'province is noted. To try to 
fi ght oabot -'ge and anarchy in any other manner only leads to driving r;,:asses of 
hone:=t ~Jl1ti-F'l scist Congre3smen into the anns of the Fifth Column. T'ne Fifth Col
umn was least strong in the province; if could 6et a base only to tne extent mis
~ided pa triots turned sull en and bitter and their anti-British feeling turned so 
strong that the Fifth Column could turn it into pro-Jap feeling. 

. 
This was oe the one province "here, more than in any other, sfloouta;:;e and an-

r;>,rchy could be fOUGht successfully only by convincing people that this leads not 
to freedom but Jap slavery ahd that only strengthening national defence ~nd nation
al unity cP~ win freedom for our people. 

This was t'1e b~9is of our activities in this province a..:;ainst the · pre::::ent 
"strulmle," on the strength of our Party ' s inde pendent policy and influence within 
the Con~ress i tsel f. 

But the Government in its general drive against the Congress directed ~ll its 
fire against the Commtmists and , the non-Communists alike . "You are Congresmnen 
your~elves, 1\ this Vias their attitude towards us. Entire power _1A.S Ie ft in the 
hands of the Dbtrictfagistr'ltes and the local police, These, however, went one 
step further and frantically declared: "Communists are more dano;:;erous than Congre
ssmen. " 

In mll st of the diotricts , {worst examples are AU ,-;urh , Dallia and Jhansi} our 
active vlorltern were vlholesale arrested and clapped in jail. Almost all our 
cadres in the Congress and in the Kisnn organisation (those ' •• ho could, on the bas_ 
is of their ovm ' past influence in these organisations, do P.lost effective work 
a ,}tinst sabotuge and anarchy) were arrested. Our poeters were systematically 
torn down by the police, printing 0 f out' handbills prohibited . More than 85 
Communisto have been reGloved into juils in this manner. 

~he Government wantod us to rine up with it a~ainst the entire Coneress org
anisation Ilnd to expunge the slogans 'I freedom!" " pe.triotism,'1 "Release of the 
Conrrresfl Leadern," and "National i'.'lovernrnent" from our propaeanda. This was an 
iMpossible demand ",hich the Comnunist Party as an independent Party with 'an ind-
erdent policy, could never accept. Our policy alone can effectively counter 
sabotp,c;e and anarclW in this province. 

~~ 
~ under such conditions that we have had to work in this province. , 
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In Ba11ia for example , a bar e handful of comr aues , who managed to survive t he 
uovernment dr i ve ac;:;ainst us , had to ca r ry on their anti- sabotaa;e a ctivity under 
condi tiona o f severes t illegnli t y . Even the fict i on 0 f legal ity \i!:l.6 not there. 

\{tr t have we achieved despite all this! . 

OUR GENERAL ACH~1JENTS 

Our big@3st a chievement was t o pre vent continuous st r ikes at Cavn1pore and get 
the ··lOrkero back to work within 2 or 3 days. Thi s has no t only kept production at 
Cm1npore , but also has saved the whole o f U. P. fr om a wave of c ontinuous strike. 
The effect of this achievement of ours is seen more and 1'10re with the gro,ling eco
no~ic cistreos in the pro vince . 

,[e h,ave succeeded i n preve nting sabotage in public utility services at Luck
now, Cavmpore, Allahabad and Benar e s and kept the no rma1 li fe 0 f the se 4 bi R; c i t
ies o f the U. P. soing. 

We prevented several disastrous ac ts o f sabotage and incendiari sm in Bul llS;.. 

'Ie hnve won over numbera of Conr;res:Jmen in sevA r 't1 dist r i cts who Ylere enp;aged 
in sabotap;e work . \.e have won over ~bers of prominent Congress leader s and 
',orkers inside the jailsa of U. P. t o our policy and made them influence their f ollow
ers out"!ide , despite the fa c t that the Government is not e ven a11o,line; entry of 
People ' s .lar into the jails. 

Among the stUdents ou r intense O'ener'll )1'0 [to-anda runon"'" the student masses 
for unity , for ending of indefinite strikes and fo r re vival o f l i f e 

.9.£i3at)d conditions for reopening of the University and for resumption of 
peacaful in::;titution life. It Iso hal.ped to increase attend.ance once 
va r'Ji t~"ere reopened and completely stopped sabot~ge 8.nlonp; the student mD-sees . 

-lerr1 in a luoro detailed record of our activities , d'strict by district. 

CAWNPORE 

N~m G THJi! WORK:rNG CLASS 

Conr;;ress influenc~ amonG the Co. 'ropore worker:s is ve r y great , they a r e intenso-
1y n'-ttiona1int- minded . T~e arrest o f the Congress leadera and the banning of the 
Can ,rBns , immediately brou:;ht the111 out on strike. Influential ,)ro-stru,"z le e1e
Tl1ent-:; <In .J 11 W3 C •• P. leD. err. vlere in theil' lid t , ur-;inG them to stop produc t 
ion inilcfinitJ1y. Sone of tho Indi ,n ~Jillo mer '": , wlrto len pro-Con ['0:-;::;, were theIl1-
selv B out to close the lil1s . 1 

JTo publ i c meetil1gs 'were a1lowod by the (';Qve r nmont . It did not eV~Jl .. perm it the 
"tzdoor S":'.bhu ·to hold ·my meetinl"';'i lMon r : the wo r ker:- . despite tho vI011-1~n{H'1l1 h c t 
that the 1:, zd oor Sabha ' s po l i cy was opposition to the "struggle" and strengthening 
pf production. . The Party, therefore, had to carryon its campaign against 
sabot l;ige and strikos purely through grou p , ~ a.nd closed - door !lleetingo . The 
PaI'ty oq udo Vlo r s busy .ho1dil1~ hat a meetings and eXJ1aininB to tho orkaro tho 
churll.ctqr of sabotage und the :Juicida1 effoct of hold- u of production in t he 
pI' Mnt si"tuation. Yo los3 thu11 00 mao t 'ngo IOr~ hold per llonth o~nCG Soptolllbor. 
The pa.triotic \lorket'o )1110 ho.d been pic 'o"!iine the l'lJill-~ates in tho l)d~':n11in~ 
(olllt of thoil' dev tion to t'1e Congr-eso) 101.'f) ooon won over to our po1J.c~r I;I.nd t'is 
tl.cterl us tI. po lor iul influenCe) to bring the llU.l.S003 of ·ehe wOl~kern bad.: to reoume 
·lork~. .. 

\7hi c]} 
and 

Th ex ple of Ca m or io unique in the whole of India. Her.O) ~.lao t he 
inol1std II centro whore t e jorking cIano W(LS most nat i onul i ot Ulld Dongres o-mindad . 
nut the Party rlUO uble to brine hold -up 0 prod etian to a.n e nd Ii t hin 3 days. 

!!!mghed , ur, one of t''le centreo of_Ind .i· ' s-.!..ut' erro r.t . lOnt 911 strike for 
2 ',ont fl. The l1o vorUl"10r'lt hOod crlI'ofu11y exc luded out o f Jumsh3d u r ~verybody 
e~~c'3pt , i tge1f and the pro- otrugc;le element::; . ·ot a oinr;le Communist was allowed 
12.. worl~ • . The '1orki.l~;...c larlo of Cmropor e , among Ihom Congre oG inn enoe wa s in
comparabl J: r;r e(-!.ter 'thnn ~ong the J umf1hedp lr r/orke r o , wac held ,by the CQIDPlynist 

, I 

1I 
1 

1 r 
J 

i 
I 



Party 'lithin 3 dA.'!o. 

" - -

. 
CLl. mpore i::; t l() bi.>"" nt industrial centre of '.P. Had the a mpore :orkint; 

class J o~ ne the 3truS~.l3, the tory in T.P. VlO lld h~ve been entirely ifferent 
fro what it i . to-day. _ e event of Ball'f.;\. would have been enacted -11 over the 
?rovince "rith is ~stro1..<s conO'91J enco::; to ,the entire COU1"lt~J. 

• 
Th'" l"1ra""t "'aG not COL fine to the Textile 'IO rker!:"' . on..:, the Electric 

Sunnly COIPor<ltion "'lO rke rr; , . strike 'lao encour:1£> d by a s"lall e ro up of -,onbras -
mind d 'Worke r~ . Our Part~r promptly interv,3ned in t he 5i tuation 'nd orou~ht the ctrike 
to gn end within 6 hours. 

Strik'3:3 ·br.o <~ .2.l~t in at SS'7!'i too, cl.i.£.e.£...tln. e£i~ 
. .:th9--co'lntry' '1 va:! ·effort. ve ry-yct.i v amon"" the .o rker 

and ' -at +he ::;tri ce_!!_._l}ettler 9 ti -1 r within one or t:.."10 days. Hold-up of p rod 
in +'"1'9 vit·-t1. clilitary in ' tl"'J vas averted. The .IonGress Sociali::;t F~'rt~- and the 
For'" r <'1 '}loc elements ere incitin the' orkers to sabotage in these' ind s.triea. 
We c ~rried on an intense cam: ai.;n against this among the workar3 ana rallied them 
firm against all sabotage activity. 

nnmber of War 'ind strieo have sprull:..> up in Ca,mpore durin; the courze of 
th::'s \lar. The fate of produ ction in these vittl.l \7ar industrIes hung prsc"riousl:" 
in 'jjhe balance durin; t!La 2 or 3 c1a:rs imaediately following ~August 9. Had the 
Cawnpo1'e ':.:'e;~~cile 'iorker3 ('~ho are politically the most advanced and d.)cisi-ve S'3Ct
ion of t' c working cl ss of - ,axmpore) "joined the strv.g~le , t'1I.m the flaI:1es \7ou1..c 
have ir-evitablJ' snread eVl3r~r"l ere. It \'laS !i • in tl-te work of trie GOlDilltmi3t a. ,t 
and. of the ~azdoor Sabha nc1er Party lea,' among t.1G Textile ~orke .. s t m J

" saved 
pr0dl.lction in (".11 t lle industries of Cawnpore , including the vital, al' 21 clustriea . 

The fir 1 stand of the' orking class and the di rty slander camp~i 'n let loose 
by t!18 Cc,n~ress Socialist Party and t.1e For .... nJ.r d Bloc a ainst the r :<.rty when thei.' 
!,ina '\laS rej t3cted by the workers had a consider~ble saba ring e freet on the midale 
classes of tho city. }:or'.:, and mora of them began to corle over t o .; .. line againl1t 
sabot!".e;e and for national defGnce. 

,. Group u..l1d hostel eatings wera held ::t.r.lonc the students. Our co"Jrat'1o o evary
".'Iher:;) \lent to'leetins;s which were o~-anised by pro-stru ..;le studtmi leaclers and 
aq:;u'3d a:':;':dnst sabot:t.Ge and. indo fini t e strilce. 

J.'he entire musses 0 f students ha:' , i!'Jlnediately after ugust 9, gone oval' to 
t 11G policy of continuous drike. J3ut aLB to v~r;)6rsistent work, we non over a 
spction to our policy and we were able to !'1ake this section itself 'iork alQnf; 1'1 i.:.t11 
us fOl~ the endin'; of ·th~ GtrB:e~ . We organised a atudents' Unity ,Ieok in Dececlbe r" 
during \!hich we nxoc led un intensi va caPlpaign a .::;ui 1lst sabotc..~a and inda fini te 
strikes. Our work durinG t''lis \'leek was very effective and '1elped to brine the 
student massos behind our P'.rty slOGans IIlore and nore. ' ~1ire-ct!ttinb ill the middle-
cl9.3G localities was very widespread in the a-ttl'lier days . ut, af.ter our Unity 
17eek , the students thomselves began to COllle out actively against such activities 
and '.tctually' prevent them. 

GEUEFmL PQLITICAL WORK. 

, 

Four hundbilJ.s were distributed Vli,dely 011 behalf of the Party condemning :3ab
otnse a ct:i. vi ties and the stoppage of production. The Party secured 12,898 signatures 
ourins its sie;nature c ttmpai e>n carried out for ito politic ~1.1 eu:mifesto - which 
meallrJ 12,()00 patrioto individually approached and explained our policy of combatt
ing oabotage and strengtheninG national defence as the only way of secfuring 
freedom. Our Trude Union lfanifeato (wher3 we explained our production policy , 
namely , strengthening production as the key task of the 'working class in the pr es
ent ai tuation , which we took' and explained to the workers secured 11.0 les:3 than 
3, 000 Gi~naturos within the first two weeks of the cwnpaign. Our plan is t o s ecure 
over 30 , 000 oignatu- es within a month. 

The effectiveness of ou I' work in Cawnpore uring the moot hactic mont h.s of 
tho stru",;le is shovm by the fact that the 6~tles of "Peo le t s \/ar" rosa rom about 
300 in Aup:ust to 1 . 500 in November. The slogans vTi th w'1ich our squad ~A sed to 
sell People ' 0 \iar 'lf3l1t hawking in the middle- class localit ies were clea.r anti. 
sabotage slogans. 
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['ovocative handbills are still OOin'O.} issued by the Gongreo5 Socialist Part.: 
amon6 the .. orker:;; , hut our const nt v;ork is leaving them no elbow roo, for mischief. 
T.~9 iddle classes of the city nave cooe to recognise the strengt of the Co~uni5t 
Party. Thanks to our work in putting our policy of national defence as the best 
patriotism before the people , the GongreGs- !l1inded s~ctions in the city are beginn_ 
ing to listen to us and to reco ;ni5e in us the politic').l party in the country l1hich 
can move the people next to the Congress . 

TJ U C K N ° if 

During our signatu re campaign , we secured over ia OOO sirmature5, which mean::; 
5,000 patriots won away frOM "strug.;le" and towards national defence and national 
unity. 3 ~enoral handbills total 7 000 co ies 
printed and circulated. Net.rly 60 rou 1'1eetin s of studen .... am 10 rout) meatin'Ts 
of l'lmul'ltaxKl'ld the a;enerul 1)ublic were held where sabotage Vias condemned. The 
Party displayed 2 , 000 pOoster:) bear:-ing anti- Jap slogans and distri but-ad 6 , 000 bad ,es 
with the same Ii slor;ans, allover Lucknow. 

Among the students , it Vias our work which Vias primarily responsible for stopp
ing all sabotage activities among the student masses . 

Pro- struggle elements ,vere very active among the LucknoVl Electric Ilorkers . 
Our COPlrades through their work complete l y won o·ver the ~, Electttc workers to 
our line and held them frOM ~oinr.; on strike lin support of the Btruggle. It 

The sales of "People ' s ar" sho t up from 200 i n t o 750 in I~o vember. 

ALI.JJlliABilI) 

Only one meeting on AUQlst 11 was allowed t or the Par ty. Aft erHu['ds i.1e were 
restricted to closed- door meetings and house to,house propaganda. 3 t Oookignatures 
YTere secured in this way for our signature campaign; nearl y 30 group and closed
door !'1eetings were held (average attendance 20 t o 30 active poli t i cally- mi nded 
peo pIe). 

The workers of the Ci tv Water '.1orks were being inst i gated by pro-" struggl e" 
elSl'lsnts to sabottt,.,e in order t o disloca t e the water- suppl y o f the city. The 
worke'r s CHTne to our comrades t o seek ad vi ce . They were explai hed t he anti-national 
characte r of t his pl an and t hu s t h is stri ke was ave r t ed and a great disast e r sta ved 
off in Allahabad . 

III the same manner, our comr ades were abl e to pr e ve nt a strike of t he Press 
worke r s . 

~ihen the Allahabad University opened and the President of the Union surrender
ed to t he authorities, a bi g crowd gathe red at 6oloneljung. Feelings r a n high and 
the crowd was about to attack the 6olonmlgunj Thana. Our comr~des who were there 
on t he spot intervened a nd successfully held' back the crowds from c&'rrying out 

- this disas t rous plan. 

The s a les ~ f People's War, which is our main weapon in our anti-sabota ge 
campaign, rose from - in August to 400 within 3 months. 

BENARES 
, 

Nedrly 85 mohalla (sectional) meetings, one public nlee ting (only one allowed) 
4 handbills ' 7, 000 copies), 1,000 posters , over 4 , 000 signatures secured t hrou;h 
signature campaign; t hese figures will show the extent of our campaign among the 

' people against s abotage. 

A group of Congre s s workers, who were working out a plan of sabo1age for 
the district, were met by our comrades who explained to them wheDt t heir plan 
would lead our country. ~a result of these d i s cussions! this group gave up the . 
plan altogether. .. 

As a result of the split we were able to cause by our d i s cusoioUQ within the 
r a nks of the pro-strulZr:le elements t hemselves, the progra;n-rne of sabotage was given 
U D al to~ether by them. 



-5-

Sabota?'e in the City's . o.ter '.orks wan stopped by our co lr adas whan the workers 
rlar-e vary much agitated on account of the sCdrcity of gr a.in and saboteurs 'rfere hard 
at \7ork exploitinz this f eeling among the 7{Qrkers for their purpose . Our comrades 
mobilised the workers on this isoue and by I«&ingxg. securing gr a in for them kept 
them at their post and foiled the saboteurs. \ 

AI'long the students, 4 active wo rkers , who were finn bel ievars in aabota-:;e, ~ 
'.V9F9 f:.iPFR l:!elievljrg :.it;!; sabeta>p. came -over completely to our- side as a result of 
our work . 

MIRZAPURE 

Sabota@3 and pr-o-Jap feeline which were running high in this district were 
comba.tted by us by lJuulilxU house -to house prop-aganda and group meetin§;s and disc
ussions. Nearly 20 such grou ) meetings were held. In Gaipara, a group 0 four 
Kisan workers have been going round c '-t rrying on an intensive anti-sabotage campaign 
in the countryside. 

e have 00 en able to increase the sales of People's 'liar within a short time to 150. 

J HAN S I _ 

Jhansi is a very i mportant rail-way_ centre._ In the G~ I. P. Railrlay -ilorkshop, pow
erful pro-strur.;gle elements gave a strike call immed iately after Al.Agust 9. ';fa held 
the iTorkers firm and prevented ho 1ft-Up of production in tfiis vital centre of Vlar 
industry. Nearly 20 group meetings and 8 mass meetings were held am0n~ the railway 
workers. In every one of ' these, we stressed the anti-national charc..cter of sabot
age activities. The firm anti-sabotage stand of the railway workers not only pre
ven ted strike in the workshop, but completely demoralised the pro-sabotage provo
ca teur3. It also made the shopkeepers give up their hartal after 3 days. 

student leaders c ame to Jhansi from othe r citie.s of U. P. to instigate the stud
ents to ~t r-ike and clashes with the police. We succeeded in checking the students 
from coming into clash with the police. Vfe held 8 group meetings among the students. 

10 group meetings wera held by us among the B.~edi workers explaining our policy. 

I.'he Party issued 4 handbills (6,000 co ;Jies) and secured over 5,000 signatures 
in its sip.;nature cam?aign. People 's ~iar is being used as a very effective weapon 
a~;ainst sabotage and strikes. 350 copies of it are being sold. 

Not only sabota ge but satyagraha too, has stopped in Jhansi. The pro-struggle 
elements have been completely iSOlated, thanks to our work. 

AGRA 

'.l.'he crisis affected the students very deeply. We could not prevent the long 
strike that ensued, but we kept the students completely ofl sabotage. ~ a result 
of our continuous propaganda. after the reopening of the University. there was 
no trouble,! 

We successfully combatted the slo~n of' non-payment of rent which the pro
struggle elements were givin~ in Fero7.abad Tehsil. Nearly 40 group meetings were 
held by us for this purpose. 

6 handbills (10,000 copies) were distributAd by- us. An intense campaign of 
street-corner meetin~B and prabhat pheries (small processions taken out in the 
morning) was conducted durihg our Unitv Week, (November i - to November 7), when we 
lAd continuous propaganda agii against sabotage and for-national defence and 
national unity. 

No less than 800 copies of People' s Vlar are being sold in the Distri~t. 

The result of our work haa been that a section of the Congress itself has been j 
.<?.Q.!l.'lfj.nced that J3llbotaJ;.~iJJ not lead to freedom. This has been .• cnieved in spite t 
of the f act that hundreds of handbills are being distributed daily by the saboteur~. j 



ALIGARH 

Almost all the active and influential workers 'were arrested wholes'-le after 
& gust 9. But despite this, wit":! what was left, we conducted an anti-sabota!:.)e 
cam)a i gn as best as we could among the peasants of the entire district. l~early 
10 explanatory meetingn were held and house to house propagand a was done. 

DEHtA DVN 
• .; 

throu~h group discussions and readin~ of anti-sabotage articles from the 
Peonle ' s War to groups of people, we curried on anr chmpaign a g!-dnst sabotage and 
for national defence . PeoplQ!.s War mles were increased to 320 copies . 

In Western Dun, a meeting of le A.d ing pro-strugale workers Vias called to plan . 
out sabotage. Our CO[llraaeS met them be fore the meeting and persuaded them to ' give 
up the idea of sabotage. They also went to the meeting and made thera definitely 
repudiate sabot~ge . 

'1'h..e \"lork of *Hax:pX.l'l~)llll1!ull some of the pro-sabotage elements in hshi-kul (a 
-- prominent educational institution) VIas c":!eckeA by our comrades , For this Vlork, our 

student comrades q;ot turned out of the hostel by the authorities who themselves 
w~re pro. struggle. 

Ballia was the big est storm- centr9 of the struggle in the whole of V.P. 
Sabotage, burning of thanas and murders of the police were the order of the day 
throughout DR Au r;ust. Dur"ng this hard period , our Party prevented the 
of Sikhandrapore from burninv. down Sikhandrapore thana and murdering the 
£.2..nstables . Our comrades held the infuriated mobs in 
days and saved the situation. 

After the first wave of, sabotage , the Government completely lost its heud7 
Public ci t izens of a11 Parties allover V.P. have placed on record their protest 
aCS'tinst the repression let loose against the people of Ballia. 

Ballia was completely isolated from the outside world. 

The Police came down upon Ot1r comrades and almost all of them were clapped 
U!)M in j ail. The il!llUl houses 0 f some of our comrades were burnt dO,\ln by the mili
tary in their general offensive. W':I.rrants were issued af;f:linst all remaining com-
rades . Still the anti-sabota~e campaian was carried on by our rarty under the 
conditions of utmost illegality. The (!o,rernment wa.s detennined to stop all 
forms of political activity in'the district. Under these conditions , a few of 
OQr comraces who managed to survive went illegally from villa~e to village explain
in~ to neople ever),"Where the anti-national character of sab.t8~. vlorldng in 
this MA.nner, ,"lith the _ 'ltmost Govornment fire directed against them. they succeede,d 
in checkin~ several acts of sabota%e a~d incendiarism. 

QEUomrades prevented the mob from looting the Chhanni 0 f Kusim B.~:~ar e s ta te 
by isolating the mischief-makers from the villa@3s for 4 days.~en the situation 
had apparently grown quieter, our comrades had to leave to go to other villages . 
Then it IIUS tha.t the l'llschief-makers got the cha.nce to loot the Ohhanni. Imme
diately on hearing the news, however, our COJ]lra.cos returned to the spot and mobi
lised the villagers to help the estate people Vlho had fled from their places. 

D1 the villa~ Piluvi, the crowds wanted to burn the Patwari records, Our 
comrl-tden vere able to check th,is a.ct. 

One 0 four comrad es 1Iho was staying near anda Railway Stution saved the 
station from beinrr burnt down, This ~aa only railwuy station in 1he whole 
neiPj bourhood Whioh 'Rna ,t left ~nburnt . 

-... _-_ .. _-



PlIO OUll ULWZc:.a fll'l1 THI GOYERNllJBt stJWI!'lIJ) 

Bl fiB WID!) PBOVIl~ PBOV'D'CUL C~ftD OP !HI 
C08UBIS~ JiUr OY II'DU --_ ..... _--

The action of the Central GoTernJaeDt 1Jl lifting the 8-J'e&t' old ball 
Parv on the streacth of our polioT in tile present sitU;&tion, baa DOt 
ohange in the attitude of the V.P. Government towards us. THE lUII 
THE PARTY II TlIIS PBOVIICE IS JIIOKG TBB WORDlIG CLASS iB CJ.OPOB AXD 
.AND WITHIN THE COBGBBSS ITSElI-. J.. large DUIlber of our aotive cadre. 
whom we won over to our ,artT fre-. the r&Dke of the Congrew. i t.elt • A 
of our comrades occupi.d leadiDg., posi tiona 1.D8ide the Oong:Nss and in i 
oo_ittees. 

THE GOVEBWPT'S POLICY IS on OJ' DDISCRIllIlMfl: .lTTACD A,GAIIIST 
C(JO{ONISTS .AND BOB_CCIIIlUIISTS 4LTR, OJ THE GROUBD THA.T A.Lf, .ARE "CCJlG· •• 
THEBE IS BOT THE SLIGBDST BECOGBI~IOli Olf TDIll PART HAt ... J..U A P4Jlft 
.d DDBPENDENT POLICY OF OUR on ..... D TB.l! IT IS ON TBI STRENGTH o:r !HIS 
TlLlT 'THE CEBTRAL GOYERlOIENT HAS IJ:G4LISD THE P.AllTY. 

The praoti9al worJdnc out of this lJoliOT i* lett entireq in the baRb 
the looal polioe and the Distriot ](agtstrates,and the GoverDlUIlt go .. WAtI»l.t ... 

by the repqrts of the.e offioials. Some of these offioials go to t~ 
of .frankly deolaring that "C01llllJNIS'l'S AR1I MORE DAN'GER(JJS !m41f COBGUSSDlf.· 

JlK~T ALL OUR 4RRESl'BD COJIRADES BA.VE BDlf DE'lADED WI'l'H0U'l TRIJ.L. .0 
evidenoe of partioipation til sabotage .or anti-war activities is broUCht .. -
thea. lfo obaAoe is given to them. to defend themselves. On the general cro 
that they are "Congres __ ," they are sei •• d &1ld deta1.nec1. 'fhis tact shows 
qui te clearly that the basis for the arrests of C~unists in this proTiIloe 18-
not &n1' speoifio evidenc. (false or r.a~) of their participation. in the nat 
"le"; the basis is s1mp17 the fact they had been active worker. inaide the 
Congress organisation. It I"etus.. to ".e :lD.to aocoa.nt our- pl' .... i polieT or 
our present activitie.. It r.t,"" to r.copi.e that tlie CO!""Pmst !'arty hU 
its own 1ndependent poli0.Y (agaiDat this "strucel." u.d -fo~ _tiOD&l .. t.noe) 
which it actlve17 propacate. aaoug Coagrus_ • . 

MOD TlWI 85 COJOlUIISTS HAV1l BElial ~TJ.DD .IfHOt)~ ftI4f, IN THIS_JUIlTD 
ALL OVER TBB PBOVDc.J. OUB. CJ.DUS" IJ DTliBB mBBZOft DBlI UiIG4JlJI dD BU.t.U 
RlVB Bli:D mtD om. lID BJ.S BKIW COICBIlnHJl)) OJ(:OOJi ~ .dD C<IIGBaS 
WOIDRS J.Lt, OJ' WBOJl BAVB BED ABDftBJ) .A.IJ)- JAILD. NLLII, .. 1tlD TO C AJIRT 
OJ' 0t1R J.lt'TI-SUO!UGB ..&CT:tVIft UlDEI1 OOllDUIOIS OP ILL&GUIft. 

The aaanel" in whioh arrest. and det.ntions have be.n oarried on ia abOw.a 
.,err gl&1"tnsl1 111 the case of CADPOD. IT W!S !D P4HY .AND.DB JUZDOOB. 
SUU (UBDEll pAftY COB!IOL) "IJlIeJ[ DLD THE TlXTILB WOBDRS OF C4DPORB IB 
TIl CRUICU DAYS J'OLlOlDG .A.1JGUS'l' , 41ID n:p"T PRODJCTIOB GODG. IT WAS HIS 
T1U.T SAnD U:IiE C40PQllE IIOK DISASDB •. .lBD YET II JAII .. I .... ~ ..... 
P.&.an 1ORi"US (nu ... DIM 4lUC Jl4ZDOOl S4BHA. · . lUu.Dd~ml~ 
OIVIOOSLY., BO BVIDElGJ (WI IE DCK1GJiT AGmS'l' 'l'Ita:. Afterwards 4 _V~"._J'IIII\I 
arre.ted. and p~.oa'Uon 18 'Chreatel1ed against them tor hawtinB 
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Yost of the District Magistrates object to our slogans of "Release the 
Congress Leadersltand "Form National Government." CO:MR.U>ES HAVE BEEN ARREsTED 
}i'OR GIVING OUT THESE SLOOANS. Every nationalist paper in the country demmel. 
these things to-day, all the Liberal leaders in U.P. (like Sapru) deaand thi., 
but Communists are arrested for these slogans. 

The culmination of t h is policy wao reached during January. THi POLICE 
ARRESTED 4 OF OUR COMRADES AT CAWNPORE FOR HAWKING "PEOPLE t 5 WAR~'. THEY.lU 
GODlG TO LAUNCH A PROSECUTION AGAINST THESE COMRADES FOR HAWKING t'PEOPLE'S WU". 
THE LOC1..L POLICE OFFICIALS AND THE I. B. OFFICER SAY THEY CANNOT ALLOW "PEOP~'S 
'HARtl TO BE SOLD AT ALL IN U.P. THEY WAlifT TO MAKE THE CASE OF THESE CCJlR.1DBS !. 
TEST CASE AGAINST TEE WHOLE POLICY OF PEOPLE'S WAR, I.E . AGAn~ST TEE WHOLE 
POLICY OF THE CClDlUN IST PARTY. 

, THE S~ THING HAS HAPPENED IN MIRZAPORE ALSO. TWO COMRADES WERE ARRESTED 
AND THEI R HOUSES SEARCHED FOR COPIES OF "PEOPLE' S ~ ARt! CONTAINING THE PARTY'S 

y I INDEPENDENCE DAY MANIFESTO. THE COMRADES ARE GOnW TO BE TRIED FOR POSSESSIOB 
OF THIS MANIFESTO AND THE WHOLE POLICY OF "PEOPLE '5 WAR" IS GOUIG TO BE 
CHALLENGED • 

THIS DEVELOPMENT IS VERY SIGNIFICANT. MORE THAN 80 COMMUNISTS WERE DE!. 
TR/ ~L , 

TAINED BY THE POLICE WITHOUT WlJiLlALL OVER T'4E PROVINCE. AND NOW AFTER ALL 
THIS COMES PROSECUTION. ON WHAT GROUND? THE ENTIRE POLICY OF ItpEOPLE' S WAR" 
I.E. OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY, IS CF..ALLENGED. 

Banning of "People's War" in , U.P. means banning the only paper in this 
province which actively fights sabotage and anarc~ and seeks to rally the . 
people for national defence. The effectiveness of the work which "Peoplle' 8 

War" has done is shown by the fact that its sales have increased after the 
-crisis itself from about 1,5~0 in August tp more than 4,200 in January. 

IT IS ON THE REPORTS OF SUCH POtICE ' OFFICIALS AND DISTRICT MAGISTRATES 
'RHO CHALLENGE THE ENTIRE POLICY OF T-HE COMMUNIST PARTY THAT THE WHOLE POLICY 
OF THE U.P. GOVERNMENT TOWARDS OUR COMRADES IS BA"SED. 

. -
The Chief Secretary to the Government is not even prepared to discuss the 

issue with our PrOvincial Secr~tary. HiS attitude js that ~ everything is 
left to the Di~rict }lagis,trates .and the local police and there is nothing to 
discuss. . 

From the above, it is clear that the U.P. Government's attitude towards 
us is not based on our policy towards sabotage and national defence or on our 
actual activities. They want us ' to line up against th~ Congress, to give up 
our patriotic policy and follow the line of Roy. 

/' The Communist Party cannot and w ill not do this. It can no more allow 
its independent policy to be modified by xaa Government threats and pressure 
than by the slanders and attacks of our own fellow-patriots. We are a Party 

' that has survived 8 years of illegality and grown stronger day by day_ If 
to-day the Central Government has legalised our Party, it is on the strength 
of our present policy of strengthening the war-efforts. Legalisation is 
reduced to a farce and the Central Government's policy in legalising our 
Party is nullified in practice by the attitude which the U.P. Government has 

, adopted towards our Party in this province. 

What does the ' U.P. Government's policy lead to in practice? IT WILL 
.I NOT ) ¥iAICE ,US CHANGE OUR POLICY. IT WILL ONLY MEAN HAMSTRINGING THE ONE PARTY 

IN U.P. THAT CAN HOLD THE WORKING CLASS OF CAWNPORE AND JRANSI; ~RAT PUTS 
THE POLICY OF NATIONAL DEFENCE AS THE BEST PATRIOTISM BEFORE CONGRESSMEN AND 
THE PEOPLE; THAT TURNS THE PEOPLE AWAY 'FRCH SABOTAGE AND ANARCIIT IN THE NAME 
OF FREEDOM ITSELF. The U.P. Congress is the most anti-Fascist in the whole 
country. Its influence among the peop.le ia stronger than Congress influenoe 
in any other province. ON NO OTHER. BASIS THEREFORE EXCEPT ON THE BASIS or 
PATRIOTISM, ON ' THE BASIS OF APPEALING TO THE ANTI-FASCIST TRADITIONS OF THE 
CONGRESS IN THIS PROVU{CE, CAN THE PEOPLE BE LED AWAY FROM THE STRUGGLE TO
WARDS NATIONAL DEFENCE IN THIS PROVINCE. 

THE LOGIC OF GOVEhl~T POLICY IN THIS PROVINCE WILL LEAD TO THIS - THAT 
ONLY l 'WO PARTIES, ·THE GOVERNMENT AND THE FIFTH COLUMlq ARE LEFT TO OPERATE 

-tof' 
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JIlOIG THE PEOPLE. ~BI PORMER Aft.lClS PATRIOTISII ITSELl', !1m U.ftEa .... 

THIS VEY PATRIOTISK POR ITS PURPOSE. BBID WE POIIT OUT U,ICH 07 ~ 1DtI.-r1llK! 

WILL GET J. DABD~ DCII IftlE PBOPL&? 

The attitude of the Government towards 1lS 111 DEJ'DlITlLY HOS 
the .1strict Jlagi.trate of Cappore, " THE C(J8(UJISTS .liE MORE D.IJ!lGl!illC_ 
CONGRESSI!H. Lately this attitude of the Government has gone 
that Ilr. D. 5.. BARBO. , THE HOME SECRET.ulY TO TBI U.P. GOVEBWDT 
VIEW TO OUR PROVINCIAL COOUTUI SECRETARY. B'l'OLD HDl OK TO D 
USl!.1'UL PURPOSE WOULD BE SDVED BY TBE INTERVIEW. liE SROOD HIS IWftSE 
JlACTI()B 'lITHO OUR POLICY -AND RJlIU.RKED I ~CONG:USS LEADERS BVE A~ 
W'.PIOB Jm) yOU _JIll T TBIK TO REOllQ.ABISB TBI lIME." 

J'roa the verT beg1D1ling of the legality of our Part.7 the atititude of 
Government towards our activities was ~ similar to ·that of an illegal 
sation. Though our Party offices were allowed to be opened, the Party ao 
at most plaoes ·were not allowed freely to be carried out. ~ DISTRICT --.. ~ 
WERE HOSTILE TO OUR SLOGANS OJ' "llEIi&lSE COBGBBSS I.&lDERS", etc. TheY' look 
us wi th suspicio~ as one of the branches of the Coneress. Though they 
we are against sabotage, they want us to become Boyists, WDo support all 
aotiins and condemn the Congress as . fiftn eol~ist. Aocordtag to thea, 

~ . . 
P&;t7 which does not support everythtDg that the ·GO'Yernm.ent does, 19 toto, l,pdli', 
we Communists definitely do not do) should be regard.ed. as pro-fa,cist. 
know that we definitely oppoae aaDotace and want to de1endour count%7 traa 
aggression. Yet at the same t ·1ms, they wa.nt :US to give .-q,p our 1adependent 1tltl,4<IooI!1I' . 

THEREFORE, THE POLICY PURSUED BY fHE GOVERBIODTT IS NOT TO INTERrEBE WITIl PAllft 
ORICKS YET; AT !HE SAD TID, BOf TO ALLOW "US -10 REACH TIm'1U.SSES. TBIY PUS 
ALL COMBADES WHO GO TO THE VILLAGES, ll'DTIliGS ABE BOT .u.LOD:D, lJJ.BDBILLS C BO 
BE PllINTlm, POSTERS ARE SYSTEIlATICALLY TORN ~FF • . .4lfD ABOVE ALL 80 COMBADKS AD 
DETAIliED IN J.AJ:LS. 

A) On August 9, the Provincial Government issued detention orders under Sect. 
26 of the Defence of India RUles against sOlBe comrades and gave complete autbori1t 
to District Kagistrates to arrest anybodY- The Distric' Magiatrates al.8 arre*!!& 
some o~ OUJ." comrades alo¥ with the 0seE.s_,n &ad •• g:t )Mir reports to 'tu 
ProviAci.al Government. hen we apRr.9ach.d th' PrOv1poi.l aOVeHrllelit- reprdig 
these arrests the answer wa, that these arrest! ~ effected by the District . . , , 
)(agistrates an'd; the Gov;er!!DLent doe~ nO~ know anything anel more~er_ they ~V! no 
tim! to ask for repOits • . 

- . 
WBEI n APPROACBID .A: FEfI OF. THE DISTlUCf MAGISDA.T.&S, SCIIB- 0:1 mil( SHenn 

THE LIST SI1fT BY THE nov;tNOUL GOVERB.J6ENf, OTBDS 8.UD m.t!r TBEY HAD SENT THEIR 
REPORTS UD· 'UTTERS USTED nTH TlI.I PROVDCIAL GOVKlUlMlDTT. IN THIS 'AT RESPO 1-
BILITY WAS EVADED BY DIP.ul'lKENT UTER DEP.AJlDllliT. TD PBOl'DCUL GOYIRlOlmI! lWJ 

. - . 
SUBSEQUEftLY BBJ.D8B1) S<IIE or THE PDS(!H .liBBSBD BY DISDI-GT JU.GIS~'l'ES, IO'! 
EVElf THE PLDSIEST EY'DlENCB COULD U BllOJlGHT JGAIlST TOK. 

B) RELE.lSES BEFORE .urn .AFTER IaGALITY 

Theft has }We DO release after the Party has been declared 
those. who had terroristio past, however distant it be, were not released -,~'< ... >""II 

they .are., .t;lU behind. prisoD bars. 1'he Itr'guiaent advanoed by the Governmen 
ia 1i.b&t -th.,. "ltn_ our ooarade. better than we do," and that reports -yo •• , .. , ...... :., 

by .~ that tn.~.ere terrorists under Communist disguise. Thi. _.·~.~u 
ion- of oar c"CJlU'&4.,. 1 apol.eiT- inoorr.o'. 0 doubt the, had ~e:l"'1"C)r.1 .• 

but wh9n tlit7 jg1a" the ,ar'i7. the1" coaple".ly gave up terrorism 
fai thful).J' 1fOJ"~ O\1t lU"'7 pollcy for a auaber of years. 
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these arrests, attempts were made to wipe out the Communists from the rural 
areas. All the comrades working in the Congress and the Kisan Sabhas, includ-. 
ing those Kisan districts like Al igarh , Unao, Jhansi and Ballia were completely 
wiped out. At Jhansi, only thos~ Communists were left out who were direotly 
connected with Trade Unicn work. AT OTHER PLACES Lm LUCKNO r TOO, TRADE 
UNION,ORKERS HAVE BEEN "ARRESTED AND DETAINED UNDER 26 OF D.I • .R. THE OliLY 
JUSTIFICATION WHICH GOVERNMENT HAS PUT FORWARD IS THAT THESE COMlllDES WERE 
CONNECTED WITH CONGRESS WORK AND THEREFORE, THERE IS EVERY POSSIBILITY THAT 
THEY MAY CARRY ON CONGRESS ACTIVITIES. ~BE REALITY IS TlU.T THEY i.aNT TO SUPPB.ZSS 
ALL COMN;:UNISTS EXCEPT THOSE WORKING IN THE m TRADE UNION ~O'lEmENT. THEY 
THINK THAT IF THERE IS ANY USE FOR COMJ,mNISTS, IT IS ONLY IN THE TRADE UNION 
M.OVEMENT AND THAT AT OTHER P LACES THEY ARE MORE A NUISANCE UTHER THAN A HELP 
IN THEIR POLICY. 

D. POSITION WITH REGARD TO MEETINGS 

The only place where Sec. 144 was not enforced, prohibiting meetings, was 
Benares. The Dehra Dun Magistrate did not renew the order after 15th November. 
At Cawnpore, Lucknow, Agra, Ali~ Jhansi, Allahabad, Mirzapur and Ballia, 
the orders prohibiting meetings &Pe~renewed even before the previous one had 
expired. During our Unity Week (November 1 to November 1), meetings were 
allowed only at Agra, Aligarh and Benares. Trade Union meetings are allowed 
at Lucknow, Xx Jhansi, Allahabad and at Mirzapur. Cawnpore is not even allowed 
to hgld Trade Union meetings, despite the faot that it was our work alone which 
kept production going at Cawnpore. At Lucknow, even hall meetings were 
prohibi ted. No reason is given for refusal, "but the argument seems to be 
one advanced by the Chief Secretary that the Congress had tried to lead a 
revolt and that we demand their release, so that they may be in a position 
to revive the revolt! 

E. ATTITUDE TOWARDS OUR PARTY PRESS' 

We have no provincial paper, but the attitude of the District ~agistrates 
towards the ,t people' s War" is hostile. Once the Agra Magistrate told one of 
our comrades who wanted to reprint :i certain portions from the uPeoplets Wart! 
that tJl.e Bombay Government may allow the publication of "People t s War" but 
he was not going to allow its reprint here. The City Magistrate at Jhansi 
told us that we may get our leaflet printed anywhere else, but he won't allow 
our comrades to get them printed at Jhansi. "All the District Magistrates 
have issued orders to the press-owners not to print any criticism of the 
Gover,nment. The result has been that our handbills are not printed anywhere 
except at one or twO" places in the province. 

The latest position is that the local p~lice tn Cawnpore and Mirzapur 
want to ban the People's War altog*ther f%~~the Province. They are challeng
ing the entire " policy of "People's War". This is reported in detail in the 
earlier~ paragraphs of the Memo . 

F. THE ATTITUDE & PRACTICE . OF DISTRICT MAGISTRATES 

C~WNPORE: No Communist was arrested after the crisis upto January. IN 
JMfUARY, came 6 detentions and a number of cOIDr4des are going to be prosecut-
ed for hawking People's War. No meetings were allowed, not even Trade Union 
meetings. Handbills are not printed by the printing presses. 

UNAO: All comrades were arrested and detained on 9th August. No Commun
ist is , allowed to enter the villages. Com. Shankar Dayal Tewari, Secretary, 1 
United Provincies Kisan Sabha was arrested for going to his village. Whoever 
goes to the rural areas is arrested. A stUdent comrade. was arrested and 
detained for selling "People's War" 

• 
LUCKNOWa Immediatel~ after 9th August, 2 stUdent comrades were arrested. 

One was detained and the other was prosecuted under Sec. 38 D.I.R. The 
detained comrade was released after two months and the other was released 
as first offender. One Trade Union comrade was arrested and detained under 
Sec. 26. The Party has not been allowed to hold meetings. Th~Electric 

Workers' Union is allowed to hold one meeting per week on specified tiae 
and ~lace for Trade Union agitation. 
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ALI.AHABAD: On 11 th August a mass meeting was allowed to the Party. After 
that no meeting was allowed. One kisan comrade was arrested and detained under 
Seotion 26 of D.I.R. Two student comrades were arrested but later on they were 
released. Two other students have been detained under Seo. 39. 

BJ:NARES: Meeting has not been banned at Benares. S .S. Chauhan, the Party 
Seoretary was arrested after he had issued two leaflets and he has been detained 
under Sec. 26. Another comrade was arrested during the Unity week and detained. 
The Party office was raided and searched under the orders of the District Magis
trate. 

MIRZAPORE: Permission to oelebrate the Unity Week was given. The District 
Magistrate who was appointed adjudicator in the Sefton Mill Dispute gave award 
reducing the wages of the workers with retrospective effeot. When our comrades 
approached the Labour Commissioner at Cawnpore and explained the illegality of 
the awari, the Labour Commissioner agreed with our view, but expressed his in
abi lity to im undo the wrong and. promised to refer the matter to the local Govern
ment. The latest position of the police regarding banning "People's War" is given 
previously in this Memo. 

BALLIA: A number of comrades were arrested on 9th August and warrants 
issued against all others. A comrade who went from ~ucknow was hunted down and 
another who arranged a meeting of kisan workers was arrested. COM. V. P. Mardana 
was arrested because he met Pt. Madan Mohan Malavya anQPt. H. Kunzru for% relief 
work. Houses of some of our comrades were. burnt along with those of Congress
men by the military. 

JH.ANSI: 8 comrades -were arrested on 9th August, only one of then: bas been 
released. ~o meetings are allowed to the Party, G.I.P~ Rly.men's Union has been 
allowed meeting at workshop gates. No handbill either of the Party or of the 
Union can be prin~d in any press. Two comrades were arrested ~n false charges 
and were prosecuted and then convicted. 

AGRA: Meetings are prohibited but our Party was allowed to celebrate .. 
the Unity Week by holding mass and street-corner meetings. No arrest took place 
at Agra. Meetings in rural areas are allowed. 

ALlBARH: ENTIRE ACTIVE PARTY CADRES WERE ARRESTED ON AUG'JST 9 EDn AND 
DETAINED UND.8R SEC. 26 OF D.I.A. Meetings are prohibited in the city. Permiss
i on to celebrate the Unity Week was given, but comrades were arrested while 
taking signatures duririg the course of the Signature Campaign. No meeting in 
rural areas can be held. 

DEBRA DUN: Till the 15th of Novem~r, meetings were prohibited, but now 
Section 144 has been withdrawn and we are allowed to hold meetings in the city 
as well as in the rural areas. one comrade was arrested for arranging legal help 
to Congressmen under trial. 

ALL COM.RADES AND ACTIVE SYMPATHISERS WERE JJUiESTED WHOLESALE ON 9TH AUGUST, 
AT FAIZABAD, MAINPURI, FATEHGARH"AZAMGARH, BAHRDUr, PRATAPGARH, JAUNPORE, UNAO, 
BASTI. . . 

G. ATTITUDE OF THE POLICE 

There is strong watch . on all prominent comrades in the province. ALL OUR 
DAK INCLUDING THOSE OF THE DISTRICT UNITS IS nGOROUSLY CENSORED. MOST OF THE 
UNREGISTERED LETTERS ARE NOT DELIVERED AT ALL AND SOME OF THE REGISTERED LETTJ:BS 
ARE DETAINED FOR AS LONG As 10 DAYS. There are special complaints regarding 
the police from the following districtsa 

BENARESa JUNIOR COMRADES WERE APPROAC~D BY THE C.I.D. AND WERE ASKED TO 
(HVE INFOmaTION REGARDING PARTY ACTIVITIES. THEY WERE THREATENED WITH ARREST 
IN CASE OF NON-COMPLIANCE. 

LUCKlWW: Com. Chetain Singh, a well-known Communist and Labour worker was 
ar.ested and detained under Sec. 26 of D.I.R. on the police report that he is 
a Congressman. The report was made out of sheer prejudice. Com. Jagdeo 
Narain Bajpai and two other comrades were arrested and harassed for pasting 
posters during the'" Uili ty Week. On two other occasions, comrades were harass-
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ed while taking signatures during the Signature Campaign. 

JH.ANSI: TWO OF THE COMRADES WERE APPROACHED BY ' THE C.I.D. AND OFFERED 
MONEY FOR TURNING INFORMERS. THE: CO.MRADESi OF COURSE, INDIGNANTLY REFUSED. 
ONE OF THEM: WAS LATER IMPLICATED IN A SABOTAGE CASE, BUT WHEN NO CASE COUL!) 
BE MADE OUT AGAINST HIM, HE WAS DETAINED UNDER SECTION 26 OF' D.I.R. COM. 
SHYAM LAL AZAD WAS ARRESTED BECAUSE HE W~ SINGING ANTI_FASCIST SONGS! COM. 
CHANDAN SINGH WAS ARRESTED BECAUSE HE GOT 150 SIGNATURES OF KISA1~S AGAlNST THE 
POLICE INSPECTOR WHO WAS T.AIaNG BRIBES i'ROM A CERTAIN MERCHANT AND PERMITTING 
HDJ: TO SELL GRAIN ABOVE CONTROL nx PRICE AND ALLOWING HIM TO EXPORT GRAIN IN 
CONTRAVENTION OF THE DISTRICT MAGISTRATE'S ORDER. HIS HOUSE WAS SEARCHED IN 
HIS ABSENCE AND A SABOTAGE LEAFLE.T PRODUCED AFTERWARDS AGAINST HIM. 'THE EVI
DENCE HAS BEEN COMPLETELY SQ,UASHED m THE COURT. BUT THE MAGISTRATE IS DETER
MINED TO CONVICT HIM. . 8 COMRADES WERE ARRESTED InURING THE UNITY WEEK AND 

.." TAKEN TO POLICE STATION. FOR SELLING UNITY FLAGS. THEY WERE RELEASED AFTER TWO 
HOURS' HA.RASSMENT. 

~ 

,/ . 
~ 

-s 

CAWNPORE: COMRADES HAVE BEEN ARRESTED FOR HAV~NG PEOPLE'S WAR AND BEAT 
hN UP AT THE JAIL GATES. AIm THE POLICE· ARE GOING TO PROSECUTE THEM AS A TES 
CASE AGAINST THE ENTIRE PEOPLE'S WAR POLICY. 

ALIG.ARH: A group of comrades , taking signatures was taken to the police 
station on 3rd November. The signature form was confiscated by the police and 
then the comrades were released. 

FYZAB.AD: A comrade was arrested while taking signatures in a village. He 
was later let off~ 

H. 

1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 

6. 
1. 

, 
OUR DF.Jf.41B)S 

Our demands to enable us towork out m£ our policy among the people are:-

Release all Communist detenus and convicts. 
Street-corner and mass meetings and demonstrations to be allowed for our 
work. 
Our post should not be interfered with. 
Our handbills should be allowed to be printed. 
We should be allowed to move ~ the rural areas and no hindrance should 
be placed :i.n the way of our meetings. 
All existing warrants against all our comrades should be withdrawn. 
The Provincial Government should take responsibility for all those who 
were arrested either by their orders or by the orders of the ~istrict 
MA.gistrates. 
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APPENDIX A 

LIST OF COM1..WWISTS ARRESTED AFTER 9 AUGUST, 1942 

(lJpto January Beginninga Supplementary List 
will follow) 
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Thakur Das Sec. 129 D.I.R. JAUNPORE 

BENARES 

MEERUT 

48. 

49. Shiva Dhan Singh Chauhan If 

JHANSI 

UNAO 

ALL.A.HABAD 

CAWNPORE 

BAST! 

PRATAPGARH 

BALLIA 

ALLAHABAD (2) , 

50. Shanti Tyagi 
51. Amba Prasad 

5~. Chandan Singh 

53. Saheb Lal 
54. Ram Ghulam Singh 
55. Chetr a Pal Singh 
56. Ram Dhin 
57. Ishwar Chandra Singh 
58. Shankar .Dayal Tewari 

59. Verma 
60. Misra 
61. Asad Kazmi 

62. Bhayya Lal 

163. Shitla Prasad 
64. Prakash Chandra 

65. Balbhadra ~ingh 

66. Ram Janam .Singh 
67. Ram Lochan Singh 
68. SUResh Ch. Joshi 
69. Vishambar Dayal Gupta 
70. Sunderlal Joshi 

38 
129 

38 

26 

" 
" 

129 . 

" 
" 
If 

" 
\I 

" 
" 
" 

(Released) 

(Released) 

26 -

" Conv.cted for 1t years 

39 
" 

129 

Following are the names of comrades who were imprisoned before 9th August, 
and have .... not till now been released. 

1. 
2. 

3. 
4· 

Sher Jung 
Sadashiva Rao Malkapurker 
Indra Singh Muni 
Rarbandhu Sam.ajda'r 

5'. Puran Lal Sarswa t 
6. Raghubir Dayal Chaturved~ 
7 • Bhagwandas Mohore 
8. Shekhar Nath 'Gangoli 
9. Haldhar Bajpai 
10. Ardhanshu M.ehta 
11. Satish Chatterji 
12. Shiva Kumar 
1.3. Kali Shankar Shukla 

Bareilly Central Jail 

" 
" 
" 
" 
\I 

Fategarh Central Jail 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Lucknow District Jail 

------------------
II 

\ 
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11.1.43 

ON POLITICAL-P1ACTICAL ACTIVITIES AFr~a AUGUST 9 

----------------
A. POLITICAL 

Since August 9, the entire membership of the Pa rtv has been tnrown on to the 
job of convincing our people and fellow-patriots that sabo-=tage and destruction of 
means of national defence cannot lead to national freedom but only to Fascist 
slavery. 

To what extent have we been successful! 

In a negative way we have succeeded in persuading the mass of Con7essmen 
that sabotage does not and cannot lead to freedom. v7hile we have not actually 
won over large masses of Congressmen to our policy of unity for national resist
ance and national government, we have convinced many of them that sabotage does 
not lead to freedom. In !adura, illegal leaflets have been issued by a section of 
Congressmen that sabotage does not lead to freedom. The Fourth International whic..~ 
at the start was most vociferous in shouting for sabotage, to-day says that it is 
not for sabotage but for mass revolution. In general it can be said that to-d ~ 
no Si~lificant section of the Congress in Tarnilnad is for sabotage. 

How did we do our work! 

1. By holding public meetings wherever it was possible. 
2. By closed-door meetings where open meetings were not possible. 
3. By squad work goinS from '10use-to-house, getting si gnatures for our memo

randa. 'I'his work especially in areHS where it was impossible to do anything else 
due to police persecution and repression and the existence of Section 144, has been 

,moo t effective. For we do not merely collect signatures but explain the why and 
wherefore of Communist policy and ""in over the people to the line" of national un~ 
for national government and national defence. We have sold our pctper and publi
cation's in our hou se to hou se work. 

Hespol1set This is shown best by figures of our sale of liter.,.ture, collect-
·ion of money, number of meetings, etc. 

1. 1,000 copies I!f a Vieek of th& English organ of the C.P., "People's War" 
have been sold in Tamiln~d. 

2. Circulation of Janaohakti, T!iD1il eekly 0 f the Party, has gone up from 
1,700, first issue at end of September, to 5,600 to-day. 

S. ~!ore than Rs.14,000 ha.s been collected for the Party Fund. 
4. About 50,000 s:i ~natures have been secured on our meDlorannum demanding t~1e 

release of leadero for national government and national defence. 
5. About 75 public meetings, attended by over 30,000 people haVE) been held. 

"6. About SOO closed-door meetingo, attended oy over 6,000 people have been 
held. 

7. Hembership 'of Trade Unions under our influence has increased to- SO,OOO 
from 20,000. 

8. Member ship 0 f ::Jtudent organisation under our leade rship is to-d ~ ubru t 
x4~~~0~x 1,400. 

B~ PRAQTICAL 

I. (hat we have 'tctually achieved in stopping the campa.i~n of Bl1.botage: in I:IC tu-
ally stopping ind ividual ~roups 0 f p1.triots from comroi tting acto of atibota.ge. 

1. Ne'~r Coimbti tore, a plan to burn do "n 7 toddy shops ,1a.S stop :)ed by pers
uading the patrioto co ncr3rned of the foolishneS3 of such an Hct. 

2. Ne9l' Dinqi r!,ul, cutting of telegraph Vlires waG riven up aft()!' hearing O...lr 
c o'llrwle s. , 

3. In Salem Diotrict in several l)lac0o, the idea of cu '~ tin~ \'Iire3 and 
blowing-up some bridges \';ao giv~n up after hearing our comrudoa' iir g,uments. 

4. In Hadura, our propae~nda among the otudellts provented t e. blowing up 
of l1eric~m Co11a ge laboratory. 

II. On the Production Front: 

1. linmediately after August I), u strike wave spread throughro t 
the Singanallur area of Coimbatore Dist., where there are over 10,000 textile 
\,Tor-kero. 'We immediately took the initiativo and issued a lea~let, vlhich called 
upon the i'lorkaro to go back to work and not commit acts of sabotage as that was 

( L 
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not the way to 'lin their demand s or stop repre'1s"iion; we appealed to th81!l to 
be united as that was the only way of gaining t~eir derlands . Our influence 
prevented the spread of the strike to the to'ffi mills where we have the greatest 
hold. But our work ITas seriously affe cted by the arrests -of three important 
co~rades for issuing a leaflet, containing our line. Finally the workero went 
back to work, but due to the terrible repression, there is extreme discontent 
:.ml0111 the vlOrkers and. the present policy of the Go vern'nent and the empLoyers is 
such that the workera are very demoralised and frustr ated and a continuance of 
this pol i cy can only lead to a serious flare-up in this ~ea. e are building 
up ou~ union and mo~ilising the workers to fight peacefully for tae atta inment 
of their just demands . . 

2. MADRAS: a) Buckingham & Carnati c lhlls strike. The Buckingham &: Ct1rnat_ 
ic ~ill workers crume out on strike in the third week of Augus t. Their grievances 
were many and we urged the Go vernment to see that they were redressed. At the S~e 
time, we c<trrit3d on 0 ur ~ropaganda ar,>pealing to the workers to remain united and 
.peace ful and not to resort to sabotan;e or violent acts. Our propaganda /Vas to a 
lar~e extent responsible for the fact that the incidents of April 1942 were not 
repeated. Here also, however, government policy has been such t hat the workers 
are extremely discontented and hostile tm and the employers ' policy also only 
has served to accentuate this. (Rj« Rejecting all the demands of the workers). 

b) Tramways: Here the union is under our leadership. During the months 
of l\.ugust , September and October agitation was going on among t he workers for an 
tu increase in dearness . allowance, etc. Attempts were made to persuade the 
workers to go on strike without notice (illegal leaflets were issued) but our 
strength prevented this. 

c) Railways : Here a ve ry strong union, with a membership ax of over 
13,000 is under our influence. Our strength and propaganda (the S.I.R. Labour 
Union ~t its Annual Conference on 16 August passed a resolution, appealing to 
the workers to remain united and peaceful and to work unitedly under the lead
ership of their union for the release of the leaders and National Goverl1L~ent 
and also not commit any acts of sabotage) prevented any act of sabotage being 
committed by railway workers throughout the railways. 

3. SALEM: From the beginning of July there had been negotiations between 
employers and workers in the Rajendra Mills at Salem, in connection with bonus, 
dearness allowance and victimisation of certain importunt union officials. In 
Aut;ust first 'week, strike notice was given as it seemed impossible to make the 
employers see sense. Government intervened and the dispute was settled. During 
all this time, in spite of attempts to make the workers come out an strike and 
resort to acts ,of violence, the policy and work of the Union, which is under our 
leadership, prevented this. 

Now in J!:U1uary, the obduracy of the employers (they have llliXi vi ctimised 
in addition to the President, the Secretary and o ther important members of the 

~ Union) has forced the Union to give a further strike notice. The government on 
this occasion hav~ not intervened - far more than that - the Collector has inter
vened on the side of the employers and has issued orders banning picketing and 
the police are threatening the workers. The workers after exercising the great
est p~tience and using every possible avenue to affect a 'settlement have ~one on 
strike to achieve their le gitimate and just\ demand. The strike is going on and 
there have been no outbreaks of violence or sabotage in spite of police and emp
loyers' provocation (Arrests of 3 leading workers, beating up of one ather and 
importation of 100 blackJ.legs). '!be s1!rike 'ie proceeding peacefully, and the 
workers are still attempting to re ach a settlement. 

In all the above centres, attempts have bee~ made to persuade the workers 
to commit acts of sabotaGe and to resort to violence but in no case have the 
attempts succeeded • 

.IJ 

II 1. ON THE STUDENT FRONT • 
/ 

We had · considerable influence am·mg the student s in Madras , Annamalai, . 
Triohinopoly and Madura; also in most of the important hi.·jh sol'v>ol centres in 
Tanjore, South Arcot and Coimbatore districts. In the initial stages , ~he maS8 
of students swept us aside and went all out for indefinite strike. Dur~ng this 
period all our influence w~s used to prevent clashes bet\~en. the students and the 
police, to prevent the students being beaten up on the one hand (the !test way 
to throVl them into the handa of the Fifth CJlumnistsl and to prevent them from 
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falling victims to provocateurs who were urging them to violent acta (break 
chairs, windows , burn laboratories, throw stones, etc.). 1n this we were succ
essful to a fair extent, in Christian College and Medical; in P~chiapp~s and 
~oyola College, after a few days, we persuaded the students here also not to . 
resort to throwing stones at trains and indul~e in other similar acts. In 
~x Annamalai there were no clashes as also in Trichy and Madura. After it 
has become . lluaxJlXUIi clearer and clearer that indefi'lite strikes would not 
succeed nor lead the nation anywhere, there has come a considerl;l.ble demoralisat
ion among the students , fruitful soil for the fifth columnist. Our propaganda 
has prevented the mass of students from eoing over to the fifth co Lumn and from 
any active participation in acts of sabotage (Madura, American Colle~, a.nd in 
numerous high school centres, fhirukoilur, Tanjore Dist., etc.) 

(1'1 



MUIIORANDUM ON OUn. RI:.;LATIONS WITH MADRAS GOV-.c::UiMENT 

(From Tamilnad Com 'littee of the Communist 
Party 0 f Ind ia ) 

The declared policy of the Government of India is that all its energies to-day 
are to ., be devoted towards fighting the Fascist aggressor and defending India. The 
policy 0 { our Party is to mobilise the whole people of our country against Fascism 
and completely defeat the Axis Powers. 

In the light of this, this memorandum attempts to examine what has been th~ 
attitude of the Madras Government towards the activities II! and Vlork of t:1e TamU_ 
nad Committee of the Communist P rty of India. To what extent has the Madras Gov_ 
ernment given freedom to the Tamilnad Committee to prea.ch and put through the de
clared policy of the Party -- against sabotage, for the resistance of the whole 
India.n oeople against Fascist aggression, for a National Govern,aent to de fend 
India in alliance vdth the United Nations! 

* * * 
GOVERN!UlliT'S STATEMENTS IN IN'lERVIEWS WITH pAn,rl'Y OFFICIALS: 

The Madras Government in its interviews with representnti ves of the Party has 
made it increasingly clear that it will not tolerate any criticism of its general 
policy, especially its policy of repression and sm~shing of the Congress. Freedom 
to preach the FULL policy 0 f the Party, includ.ing the mobilisation of the whole 

_pAople to end repression and achieve a National Government pledged to the defeat 
of Fascism has never been allowed in our province. In fact, the policy of the 
Government has been one of harassing and attacking the Communists whe1Pever they 
put through their policy (see list of arrests). In addition, Sir George Boag, the 
Government spokETsman, made this clearer than ever when in an interview with C. S. 
Subra.ll1Myam on 12.11.42, he said that there could be no middle position in this 
country: either the Comn1uniets were for .t they were . against the Government; either 
they should support the Government completely or they must line up against the 
Government. In an earlier interview~ wUh Mohan Kumarmangalam on 24.7.42, he had 
stated that Oommunists would not "be arrested unless there was some definite charge 
against them, unless they had cOIIlnitted sOlUe "prejudicial" act, but later actions 
of ' the Government showed that this WM not the Government's real policy. 

RELIANC~ ON LOCAL OFFICIALS AND POLICE 

Tho above attitude of the Government, one 0 f extreme susp~cJ.ou3ness (Sir Geo-

I 

rge Boag in his interview with Mohan Kumarma.n~alalll on 24.7.42 aloo said that the ..... 
Communists would not be trusted; they still had to prove their bonafidea), has only 
been further otrengthened and buttressed by their complete reliance on the reports 
of loo~l officials and police. In spite of the declared policy of the Party and 
statements about the bonafides of certain arrested Communists by responsible 
office-beRrers of the Party, the Government has consistently chosen rtither to beli
eve the local police and officials who for years have been the fiercest enemies 
of the Communi ats and whose attitude has not in the least changed (In regard to 
belie f of police reports, see the section on arrested Communists and attempts to 
get them released; especially in regard to· M. Knlyanaeundarwn and N. San~araiah). 

ro THE. hVJDENCli: OF GOVERm ENT POLICY TOWARDS COMHtJNfSTS 

f..QE!: In addition to the above, the tampering with our post which goes on 
throughout the province, our letters almost always reach their destinations one 
day late, and in ~ many caoes letters and parcels do not reach their destinat
ion at all ••• Villupurtllll, Madura, Ambasw udram, Salem, etc., or reach it a week 
or more late. 

ME',TnIGS: Excepto for Madrae City and Salem District, meetings in all parts of 
the province were banned from 9 August until a ohort time ago and even to-day 
in the Tanjore District, iadr' 6 City~ Villupur~, Klraikudi, Devakott ai and aoma 
other places, meetings cannot be held. IIi many places, Coimbf.itore, Madras City, 
permil3sion has to be previ<)uely obtained before meetings eltn be held. Originally 
the Government in an interview (Sir George Boag with Mohan Kumarlllangalarn on 
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5.9. 42) im?lied that it the Communists loc~lly in the respectiv~ districts apPl
ied for perMission to hold meatings, it would be granted. But permission was al
most always (except in adras City) refused and later in his interview with G.8. 
SubramanYfflIl, Sir George Boaf; st'tted that in the present agitated situation, it 
was better meetings were not held • 

• ~'LEASES OF CO.JIDNISTS 

The Government of Madr~s ap L~ar too have no consistent policy as far as re
leases are concerned. It released Ramamurthi, one of our best spe~erD and rit
ers, known throughout the province , but externed !eevanandam, whose capacities 
and influence are the same as Ramamurthi's. It did this also on tho specious 
plea that Jeevanandam comes from Travancore and therefore, has no right to do any
thing in Tamilnad , this inspite of the fact that Jeevanandam has been doing poli
tic~l work in Tamilnad for over 12 years. It released the Textile Union ryorkers 
of Coimbatore, the railway workers of Trichy, kept some of the Madras labou~ wom_ 
ern in jail. It released B. Srinivasa Rao and A.S.K. Iyen~ar, tne best known of 
the Madras labour leaders but kept V. S. Somasundaram, Doraikoannu and junan, 
less kno \'m and less iJtfluential labour workers of 1hdras, in jail. Taken as a 
whole; the Government s policy seems to be an inconsistent and confused policy • 

.A.a: S'1'S or COW 'UNISTS 

(A full list is appended at the end of this memorandum) 

Arrests of Communists have been underix two heads; first, those who are alleg
ed to have committed some illegal acts and who have been convicted in open court; 
second, those who have been detain~d and of whom the Government always s~y when 
L'epresentations JUlXa at'e made that they have been detained in connection with the 
pre'J nt civil c isobedience movement. Deta ils of the arrests and remW'ks about 
individual cases are given below. But in gener'tl it ma.y be said thttt the Goverm'llt 
have conoistently re fused to listen to the sta tePlents of responsible 0 ffic~tlls of 
t e Party and have r-elied totally on police reports and recommendations of local 
a.uthorities. .< 

ATl'I'ruDE OF DISTRICT !'AGISTRATES & POLICE 

In Tamilnad it is impossible to differ~ntiate-between the police and the 
magistrate or 6ol1ector. In Madras City itself, the Commissioner fulfils both 
f 'mctions and in the districts though the individual may be different, they work 
closely and seem to possess identical views -- t}18 District Collector relyin; on 
his )olice for all his reports and placing b!bdr.t~ belief .n theCl -- (a. 0• in 
}~adura a.nd Coimbatore, the District Ma:g;istrates refer our co;nrades to the nist. 
Superintendent 0 f Police or Deputy Superintendent of Police- 'l1hen permission is 
aaked for meetings or when information is asked for about the arrests of our 
comrades) • 

'rhe authorities hi }tFtdras have till late refused to allo f the ConmlUnists to 
hold Pleetings in the most important working-class oarea in Madras, Choolai. They 

~...., 0 did not allow the meeting in connection Ylith the General Council of the All'..India 
Tr9.de Union Conr;ress's C"l.ll to observe 25th September as anti-repression day. Dur
ing the Unity 'Teek also, they did not allow meetings in that a.rea. In addition 
they !J,rlve been responsible for the arrest of A. S. K. Iyen..;ar for °a speech which 
while hotly criticising Gov'3rnment policy did so froro the po int of vieVl of NatiorW. 
al Defence and called on workers and the ·people not to be provoked into acts of 
s'lobotage or violence as they would only hurt and not help the people. (The 
Commissioner, at the instance of the Govet'nonent, has also warned Mohan Kumarmang
.lam for his speeches, \'!hen they have been consistently directed towards rallying 
the .. chole people to the de fence of the country and for National Government. ) Sri
r~unulu, a worker in the Buckingham &: Carnatic Mills, was arrested for distribut
ing a leaflet asking the workers to COme to the meeting on September 25th mention
ed above, and severely beaten in the police station. Ramanathan~ one of our 
labour workerf) here , wan arrested for poss(3ssing a bundle of completely legal 
leaflet of the Madras Studentn' Organisation, calling on the students to protest 
peacefully against the ~ovarnment communique, threatening s~udenta. Both these 
comrades were later released on the intervention of officials of the Party. In -
add Hion the police in Madras have caused great trouble to us by putting polioe- ~ 
men to 'latch all our movements, as many as six or seven being seen sitting ou ts:ide 
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the Provincial Party Office at times • 

. ORm A.1COT 

'l'he District Magistr ate here has pursued a policy of banning all meetings. 
Even in places where no acts of sabotage have taken place, Sec-,14~ :ws been pro
fiu l >ated , in f r:tct it wa~ promulgated for t he "Thole district. He also has refus
ed to give an interview to our 10c9.1 comr ade, D. a. Gopalan. 

SOU'rrt ARCOT 

The District ~{agistrite has consistently not allowed mee tings . In one parti
cular instance -ilhen a comr ade from the Provincial Of fice was going to hold a 
private meeting of Party Jfembers and sympathisers, the D. -:l. . inte rvened and said 
th~t the meetin~ would not be allowed unless a police reporter could also be pre
sent (in connection wit~ t~is, it should also be mentioned that when the incident 
was broug~t to the notice of Sir George Boag by C. S. Subramanyam in his inter
vie v of 12.11.42, the First Advisor asked why we do not take Government into our 
cJnfidence and allow Governlllent reporters to. attend all our discussions. E vident
ly ihis idea is that the Communist Party must function as a limb of the Govern-~ 
ment under its direct surveillance). In another case when a co~race from the 
Provi'1cial Office (H. Kalyanasundaram) was holll.ding a meeting of Party .~embBr3 and 
sympathiser s in the night , the police suddenly r a ided and arrested them all. 
Later all except KalJanasundaram have been released and he has been detained. The 
attitude of the District ~!agistrate in interviews with our comrade nas been: 
tt",'le don't want any political ac ti vi ty in these troublou s time sIt • He seems to 
prefer a dead silence. 

In two other cases also the D.M.' s attitude is very illuminating ; in ene, 
Comrade Baladanayutham, one of the most influential of the Communist student lead
ers, ~ad gone to Annamalai in connection with the strike that was ~oing on there 
and 'vith the idea of putting throu gh a Communist policy on this front. ithout • 
enquiry or anythinp;, he was arrested; a fter a fe w days he was released. But in 
the other case which was similar, Com. Vridagiri had gone to Tindivanam; he also 
went for a similar purpose; he was also summarily arrested;- but not released later. 
He \'las asked to give an undertaking which, of course, he refused to do. So now, 
inspite of the f act that hi~ bonafides have been vouched for by responsible offi
cials of the Party, he is imprisoned "in connection with the civil disobedience 
movement," detained under Rule 26 without triiil. 

. I 

The local police t ake their cue from the D.U. In Bhuvanagiri, nea r Chidam
barrun, our comrades held a meeting in the Unity Week at the beginning of Novem
ber. The local policefihreatened them and said that they would be sent to jail 
if they held meetings. 

TANJORE 

Even to-day although the~e have been no inoidents of sabotage, meetings 
are not allowed in thi;· district. We have asked for permission and it has been 
re fused. .. 
~~UCH INOPOLY 

Meetings here were not allowed from Augus'f, 9 to November 5. Now since 
our work in mobilising the tobacco workers and in inoreasing the general propa
ganda of the Party, while meetings have been-allowed, our comrade haa been taken 
to the Police Station and severely warned and the Collector has told our oomrades 
that before coming to see him, they must ' get his previous oonsent. 

MADURA 

The District Magistrate has been consistently hostile and has refused to 
alloW the Communists to hold a single meeting in Madura City. Soon after some 
agitation regarding the food problem and price control had been started by a 
committee wKi on which different political trends were represented the Commun-

. ists asked for permission to hold a meeting; "permission was refused and the D.M. 
in this c onnection said that the Communists would be last parsons to whom he 
would give permission to hold meeiings in Madura in any connection; anybody else 
might be given permission, but if the Communists were given permission, they 
would use the meeting to oriticise the Govermnent. 

, 17 
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RAMNAD 

A school for trainin~ students was held at Sirukulam, near S~ttur. in Ram
nad district , In September. In the middle of the school, a party of police, 
headed by one ApPw1araju, raided the school, and took away notebooks of a stud
ent belonging to the school. This Appanaraju ehaved most offensively. The next 
day another party of police came to the school and .arrested one of the students . 
Throughout the school (one week), a C. I.D. Inspector was posted to watch and 
report. 

T nm:E.'VELLY 

Meetings havo not been allowed there. In answer to the requests of our 
local comrades asking for permission to hold meetings, the District 'agistrate 
has not even had the courtesy to reply. 

C01MBA'IDRE 
~ 

The District Magistrate has never allowed meetings until the beginning of 
December. \lhen our comrade,i saw him and asked him to allow our meetings , he re
fer r-ed him to the D. S. p . 

In Gobichetypalayam, our comrades going to collect signatures for our m6lj.o
randums, have been threatened by the local Sub-Inspector and asked not to collect· 
Signatories have also been threatened and asked not to ' sign. 

SALEM 

Meetings have been allowed freely; but in Uamaktal the local authority has 
himself attempted to put his own conditions and threatened the local comrades, so 
also in Trichengode where when our comrades were doing their house-to-house pro-

/ paganda, the police threatened them. 

In Salem itself now that there is a trade dispute in Raj endra Mills , the 
magistrate has completely taken the side of the employers, banning picketing and 
the police have arrested three comrades, and beaten another severely. 

* * * 
'l11is is the general picture of the relations between · the Communists and the 

authorities in Tamilnad. As far as the party press is concerned, the Government 
has not interfered as yet with our weekly organ, "Janashakti". But in many local
ities (Coimbatore, Madura, · etc.) the local printers have refused to print our 
notices and handbills due to police pressure. 

• 'fhe following are the immediate steps the Goverrunent must t~e in order 
that the Co~nunist6 may havo full freedom to mobilise the whole people for the 
defence of the oountry~ to unite the whole people for a NationalQ Government that 
will ' anmsh Fa.scism in alliance with the United Nationsl .. 

1. All meetings including atr~et-corner meetings , and prooessions to be 
allowed; 

2. Interference with the poet to be stopped; 
3. Local authorities and police to be inotructed to allow the Communists 

full freedom to do their \'Iork n.nd put through their policy and to stop all petty 
peraocutione and bul1yingsJ 

4. Release 1.1.11 Communists unconditiol1f:1l1y (list given); 
5. Give froedom to Communists to mobilise the working cl~sB for the defence 

of th~ oountry, i.e. the Govornment and Police not to take the aide of the empl~
ers in trade di putee , e. e;. as in Salem, Trichy and Madras (Buckinghwll &. Oarnatic 
Mille strike); ~ 

6. Let the Govern.llsnt put up oases aga.inot those comrades who have been . 
detained "in connection rlth the civil disobedience movement; " and in future, 
inste\d of detentiono on the general ground thut the individuals have been co~ 
eated with the civil disobedienoe movement, let a charge be framed and we will 

' defend ourselves in court. 

_ 11th Junuary, 1943 
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LIST OF vOl ill' ISTS R ' STED n~ TAHILNAD S:C~C2 AVG.9 

1. S. K. Iyengar 
2. K. Murugeban 

3. T. R. Subramanyam 

NO. 'lrd ARCOT 

1. B alaf'u bramanyam ) 
2. !urugesan ) 
R. Shanmugam ) 

4. ' 1'. R. Kuppusw!:t1Ily 

SOUTH i\.i.COT 

1. Vridagiri 

HADUrtA 

1 .. • SSe Mani 

2. ~ . ReS. Hani 
3. K. R. Thangamuthu ) 
4. ayandi Bharathi ) 
5. I. V. Subbiah ) 
6. ft. V. Siddha. ) 
7. K. P. Pillai (Secretary, ) 

Tailors' Union) ) 
8. San~amuthu ) 
9. S. Guruswamy ) 
10. A. Ratnaswamy (~~4 
11. R. S. l;~anibharathi ) 
12. D. S. KuPl)Uswamy ) 
xj~ and ' S others. ) 

11. N. Sankaraiah 

COlHBATORE 

S'3ntenced to 9 months 'ft. I. for a speech 
Sentenced to '18 months R. I. for a speech made 
in July • . c 

Central Govern,aent informed that his warrant had 
been withdrawn (he is an escapee from lipuram 
Jail in 1941) but he was arrested and e have no 
news. 

All three have been arrested "in connef!tion wi 1h 
the civil disobedience PlOvement" on 15.8.42 and 
our representations on their behalf have been 
ignored. They are detained under Rule 26. 

Detained under Rule 26 "in connect i on with the 
civil disobedience movementn

• Arrested very early 
and repres 3ntations made have been i~nored. 

: Arrested at Tindivanam where he had gone in co~ 
action with a students' strike. Reason given: 
Connected with the civil disobedience movement. 
Detained. 

: Sent~nced to 1 year R.I. for speeches. Very inf 
luential T.U. worker and propagandists in ~adura 
with influence among textile workers and shop-

. • 

assistants. 
-do-

:i~ All good propagandists and influential amonJ 
Congressmen. Arrested according to the police 
in connection with the civil diGobedience move
ment. Detained under Rule 26. 

, 

Secretary, T~lilnad Provincial Students' Feder
ation. One of our best comrades and our best 
student leader. Responsible to a lar&e extent 
for the effectiveness of our Vlork in l.bdura, 
Tinnevelly and Trichy and for our preventing 
students en mass going into sabotage or violence. 
Arrested as responsible for student strikes and 
in connection with the civil disob~dience move
ment. This ia quite untrue and party officials 
have represented the sama to the GoverIl:'lent. 
The representations have beert ignored. Detained 
under Rule U. 

1. R. Ki asen ): Con'ITj,cted for publication 9 f' a leafle1t 0 10 " 
2. Laxmanan ) months R.I. Leaflet called on workers to go 
3. K. amani ) back to work nnd remain peaceful. These three 

comrades are very influ~ntial among the Coimb
atore working~clasB and to a lar~ extent'were 
responsible for the fact that the Singanallur 
strike did not spread. 

4. Sundaram (of Mettupalayam) : Speech. 1 year R. I. Influential ConJitress 

I l 
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1. M. Kalyanasundram 

* 

(ii) 

t ' lt member of the Provincial Comm.ittee and leader 0 f . 
the South Indian Railway Workers, editor of the 
tlThozilarasu", railway workers' fortnightly in 
Tamil (circulation 2,000). His influence has been 
dominant in keeping rai,lway workers from sabotage. 
Government told us he would be released and that 

, his arrest was a mistake but now we hear (on Jan.!:f) 
he has beEm taken to Vellore to be detained. ,that 
charge, we don't know. He is onei. of our most val
ued and influential comrades in the Party since 
its inception. (N~"VW -..A ~) • 

* * 

LIST OF DETENUS WHO •. VlERE NOT RELEASED nURrnG JULY ' -& AUGUST 

1. S. V. GHAl"E 

, . 

---------~-~~----• 

: Member of the Central COI]4'llittee of the Part~. Very 
influential among the Madras workers 

2. ARJUN.Al'I (Madras) : ,FormerlY a wor~er in Buckingham & CArnatic Mills and a 

3.-

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

DOMIKANNU 
, (Madras) 

SOMASUNDARAtf 
(Madras) 

R. H. NATHAN -, 
{MMras} 

ft. R. NATHAN 
(Madras) 

V. RAMANArrHAN . 
(Madura) 

M. K. VENKATSWAMY 
(M ettupalayam) 

member of the Executive Committee of the Madras Labour 
Union. Influential among the workers 0 f the above mil1~ 

: Formerly a worker in Simpson &, Co., Motor 'works £ Secretary 
of Simpson 8: Co Workers' Union. Irifluential ther¥md ,also 
among press workers in Madras~ .-

: FQnnerly Secretary of , the Tramway -& Electric Su~ply \"lorker s' 
Association. Influential among them • 

~ 

: Was active in the Communist Party in Malaya. a.nd wieldoo' 
great influence among the plantation labortrers thera • . One 
of the best of the younger Communist ,workers of our prov
ince; excellent propagandist and writer. 

: 'l3rother of the above. Good VIoTitet and 

Influential among Congre samen 

: Influential JIlPlIg Congress 
value to us to-daYe 



MJj}.{O FROM THE ORI$SA COM~;! ITTlilli: OF THE 
COMMUN 1ST PARTY OF mD IA 

Oriss~ is one of the most threatened provinces. Just across the bay, Chittagong 
has been bombed time and again. Calcutta has shared the swne fate. Cut tack and 
Puri in our province may be bombed any minute. Secret landings of spies and sabot
eurs, even of Jap invading forces at points on the Orissa coast are jmminent. It 
is urg;ent1y necessary that the people of Ot'is~a must be roused to fight the spies 
and th~ Fifth Columnists, to beat back the Jap invaders. It can only be done by 
an appeal to their patriotism. In the circumstances of to-day, the Communist Party 
of India is the only patri otic Party that can inspire the people to h9i~hts of 
patriotic fervour. 

l'HE OlUSSA MINISTRY 

In the Orissa Ministry, the Swaraj Party plays the dominant role. This Party 
vias formed by a batch of Coneress seceders led by Pandit Ni1kanta Das. " The Mini
stry has no base in the people and neither has the people's oup~ort nor their con
fidence. The patriotimn of the Ministers itself is open to question • . 

The Civil Servants and the Police, being fully aware of the nature of the Mini
stry, carryon several repre ~ si ve actions a~ainst the people, feeling confident th m 
t he Mini s try will back them up. The admillistration is backward and the Police 
(C. I.D.) is very dominant. 

'rhe Ministry is vory anxious to win tho confidence of the Centr!:il Govorn:nent. 
.ll1en the order of the Central Govormuent lifting the ban on the C.p. I. was passai, 
the Orissa Government took some time to believe it. Ultimately it released ALL 
the ConmlUl1ists. By the beginni ng of August all the Commun~sts of this province hed 
been released. ~ 

On ·the 1st Augt1ot, we is:mod a printed leaflet in which the People' s ~hir polie y 
. was clearly explained and the patriots '.tIere exhorted to realise that a "strubgle," 
with the .'Tap invaders at our door, would be suicidal. Ta.1ks of "struggle" were 
then in the air. We pointed out that any such struggle would only help our enemi~s 

,'", and .leRken our friends. We had . also fixed that an anti-Fascist conference 0 f . 
KieMs should be held on Au~s~ 10 at Cuttack. 

AFTEH 9 AUGUST, 1942 

. The arrest of the national leaders 0' 9th August led to · a complete reversal 0 f 
attitude by the ProvincialGovernment. The reasons were:-

a) The secedero from the Congress found an opportunity to hit at Congressmen 
and 1'\11 those who professed eny sympathy for the Congress or tho national demand. 

b) The C. leD. 60t its own back. The arrest of the national leaders was inter
preted as a licence for repression. .Anyone who voiced his support uf the demand 
for a National Government was arrested end detained, irrespective of whether he 
was a struggle-walla or not. 

c) -In particular, the Po1ioe being assured of the backing of the Ministry took 
this oPPol'tuni ty to open a large-scale attack against the Communists. 

More than 50;! 0 f the Party Member.s in the provino6a wero det ·.dnod or convicted. 
Thero have been aevera! oasas of trumped-up charges against P~rty Members. The 
rollowi11~ are illuetro.tiona:-

1. Com. ADHIKARI llAHAN'lY, is a Party Member aince 1940. A truoted and loyal can
rade. It wao ma.in1y through his efforts that 110 sabotage aaiiKitiix activity took 
place in Salepur, Cuttuck District. The local police trumped up a false oharge 
of shouting pro-Jap slogano gainat htm. He 7a.a arroeted on Ootober lA, 1942 and 
was convicted on the charge. 

2. Com. NARSlNGH DAS is a. Party Member working on the Kiaan Front. tas mainly 
responsible for the absenoe of any "struggle" aotivities in hie area. ae \'las 
arroated on August 27, 1942, and convicted on a false charge of distributing pro
struggle leaflets.On expiry of his term 0 r imprisonment, he haa been detained. " 

Cases like these could be multiplied but a ~ferenoe tothe list annexed wi{i 
ahow the extent to which the local Police have gone in order to seoure oonviotions 
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and detentions of our Party Members. 
I 

who 
our 
and 

ilien we approached the 
in turn sent us to the 
comrades were. hostile. 
a plea for keeping out 

Chief Secretary, he directed us to the Chief Minister, 
Hon. Pandit Mishr!:t who told us "that reports az;ainst 

Govermlent considered our People's War policy a hoax 
and pursuing all sorts 0 f anti-Government acti vi t~es~ 

Tae present position can be summed up thus: 

1. Nearly 50~ of the Party Members have been convicted or detained. The annexed 
list will show their Party history. 

2. Political meetings and demonstrations are not allowed in Munic ipal areas an d 
in the countryside wherever some disturbances had taken place on the arrest of t 1e 
Congress leaders. 

3. In Cuttack, the Police insist on previous permission even for our squads 
which go out to carryon the Unity for Defence propaganda. 

4. Unity and Release the Leaders slogans are banned. The Police says that thes e 
slogans will call people to action, that the people are quiet and they must be left 
in peace. But this sullen quietness is dangerous and may prove even fatal to the 
interests of defence. . 

5. Where meetings are permitted, the formal sanction is accompanied by a general 
intbnidation of the people. The Police send the chowkidars and ai Dafadars to warn 
the peasants not to attend our meetings on pain of collective fines, arrests; etc. 

6. ~nat our Party seeks to rouse the people for patriotic resistance is comple
tely ignored by the Police. One Basudev puri, Police Sub-Inspector of Dalasore 
Distriot told us that "Government takes proper steps for the anti-Jap fight. The 
Communists will not be allowed to bother about that." Thus the only patriotio party 
which seeks to carry on anti-Jap propaganda and mobilisation is not ailowed to do 
its job. 

7. The Provincial Government is definitely hostile to our Party organ "Mukta 
Yuddha". The organ is in Oriya, the language 0 f the people. It carries on very 
effective patriotic propaganda for resistance to the Japs and unity for defence 
and National Government. An order demanding security 0 f Ra.500 was demanded from 
our organ for nothing more than the publication of one of the editorials of the 
Central Party organ, "People's War." . 

It is understood that the Police are pressing the Orissa Government to ban the 
... ( entry of "People's War" into Orissa. 

, . 

Such actions make impossible all the effective means of rousing the people to 
their duty to defend the Motherland, it places impediments and obstacles in the wB¥ 
of the Communists who are prepared to sacrifice their all in the fight against the 
Jap Fascists. It makes the mobilisation of the people impossible. 

OUR DlllfANDS . 

1. Immediate release of all our Party Members and sympathisers mentioned in 
the annexed list. 

2. \~ithdrawal of pending warrants and restrictions on our comrades. 
3. Lifting the bans and restrictions on meetings. 
4. Freedom for organising the ''Muktisena,'' the local People's Volunteer 

Brigade, an organisation for Oivil Defence, organisation of relief and shelter dur
ing air raida, etc. 

5. Cancellation of the order of security deposit on the ''Mukti Yuddha." 
6. Permission to send our Party organs inside jails to all patriots. 
7. i thdrawal 0 f restrictions on our patriotic propaganda squad e. 

If these demands are conoeded, it will help fucilitate us in thaia task of 
fighting .. sabotage and Fifth Column activity, will help us to mobilise the people, 
to unite them for defence against the Jap invaders, it will help us to unite them 
for the establishment 0 r a National Government to rou ee our people and put them in 
the field against the Japanese invaders. 

The acid teat of our genuineness is our reaction to this repression directed , 
against us. In spite o~ the wor~t repression against us_ in spite of the restrict
ions, and limitations, we carry on implementing our political line, because we are 
firmly convinced that it is in the best interests of our people. 

------.. _---



Abbreviations used in }'emos 

1. P. Party 
2. P. ' . : Party Yerlber 
~. P.C. : Provinc hl Commit.l-ee 

'4. P. W. : Our paper "Pe0 tJle 's War" 
5 A. I . S. F. : Al -Indi< Stu0 A nts' Feder~.tion 
6. S. F.: Students ' FedArl:,tion 
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LIST AND DErAILS OF AtiJ .... STJ!.D COPRW':"'S 

BUDYANATJf R'\'N o Arrested on t\u~Uf't 19 t 1942 . . 
ReA sone : Detained under Section 26 of the ,Defence of India Re~u1at~onso 
Vias suspected by t h e Government to have t aken a. 1e ad~g r ole :.n t he stud
eni 'demonstrqtions <it Cutt~ck f ollowing t he arrest 01 the n~t~ona1 leaders. 
AC'lUALLY FO A LONG 'ElL Pi.IOn TO HIS A,tu ..... ST d .... "A3 ~.Jn,LD.v.t.o <>nd CQuld 
not ther~fore t "ll;:{1 p"rt III our exp l~n<lto ry cempaign ~uno~ the ~tu<i~r:.ts 

g 

1 
~"'ajnl3t sabot 'lg e . ..as arrested on his wa} hOiue ou side to ~i. 
:rty histo ryl Has been a PArty j. ember since 1937 -mCA " Pro"n'1cial Gor::-

mi ttes memb er since 1939 . Is a good org~iser. 

I -

I t 

3IJ.U CEA..~ D.w. JJAS ~ Det 9. in cd 18 . 8 . 42 
- T"~ • • ("n , "h. wn ... "1 t1 >n-·T. Jl' ~T 7 ReA-sons I • rrested "!t Cu tack ,w.-U!.. """ h..!. .... """ vv~ -v .. .... ~ . .v ..... \,l : .... < . _-;-: 

FASCIS'j, CO.i.~FEl ...... NC:" SCr'1.c.;.)Uu.D l U ,YJ.":'...Jl' Ol~ 1O . 8 . 4~ , under ire .?res~dentsl1l-? 
of Swami Sahaj roland but which was eventually dropped on account of the 
ugust 9th incidents . 3ecwe en t . e 9th and the date of his arre~t he ~~t-

ended '1 general body meeting of Party co:nrEl des of thc. ":~:()1<3 ?;~Vl.nC E; wllJ.ch 
def i ned our attitude iowards t!le Cong r es s movement . DJ.d not.i'll.ng to '/ar-
r9.rtt '3 rres t . 
Party hi story: A ?arty I"ember since 1~36 p A ~rovincial Committee l.emb0 r 
s i nce 194.0 . \t th .. t:h:lf' of hi!" Ja&-L arrest wns ?rovinci9 l COmr:J.ittee 
• epresentative to t~e DIST~ l CT Ob' GANJ AM whose importa.nce 19.y in the f act 
th .... t it was 'IF..E BASI!. OF TID. FIFTH COI..UMN and the Ol'iLY DI STl'..lCT _HuU;. 'l'lli!, 
FOR~~ARD BLOC rIAS A ~SS FO LLO~rING .COM.ri.ADb. DAS ~ j S BUSY On G-ANI SHii- A A.! '.J."

B \Si!. HE.FJo.. i\J:H..i!. EJ..OUGd .i. Phl:.V.tt;N'l' 'fiLtt. P.t:.O?Lc. GOI iG UNDEh TH.c. Il~FliJ ~CJ;!; OJ' 
WE.. FOH-J!l..RD BLOC LED BY OLD l .ll.AD""HS O~' 20 Y.l!.ARS Sl'A1;~ LJG. 

arrant for arres t i s sued on 18.8 . 42 . Arres ted and det-
ained since 12. 10 .42 . . 
Reasons a For Ii month p revi ous to the 9th e August a ffair IU.. \JAS 1H~ G:i I EF 
ORGA.NI SEh OF 'IH":: PL~VJ~JCIAL ANTL.FASCIST OJ S~ CJ!.. AS A U.\lJ:" ?Aill.'): 
SP~h.R ill. VOICED OUH. ATTlTUD.t. 'IU .J.ID, ,iAn IN 'Ililt V.i.tuOU PUBLIC 1 • .L · TL'i~S 

AND COFEhENCZS t hat he a ddr ess ed or organi s ed, in diffe r ent parts of t h e 
provinc e . 
Party history: A Party Membe r s i nce 1940 . Was Secreta ry t o the Pr ovin c- I 
i a l Committ ee after the conspiracy ca se round-up in 1940 . Is a brilliant r 
speak er and organiser . ~ as a Provincia l Committee Membe r at the t ime of 
his arrest and also Joint Secretary of t h e Provincia l Kisan Sabha and a~ 
member of the All India Kiean Sabha.. Very influentia l 91Tlong the Y.isans .. 
(peasants) • 

4 . BANA%ALI DAS ~arranted by Nilgiri State on 11. 8 . 42 . Arrested in British 

5. 

district , Balasore, on Februa ry 3rd., 19 43 . Det~inedo 
Reasons : The r easons of arres t a s st 3ted by the Nilgiri state (unofficia~J 
is th.3.t Comrade Das was responsible for unrest among the poor peasantry 
of t he State in May , June and July of ~942 . The ' unrest' referred to is 
as follows. Unlike previous years on account of the price o( ..J2addy going 
up , the b;g peasants and paddy merchants refused to send or/iii paddy to 
the poorer people who needed it. But for the anti-Jap agitation throut;h 
Village Defence Committees whose orgs nisation Wa s in full swing in this aref, 
during this period, these hungry people (aborigines) might have taken rec
ourse'to looting , eic . Instead , under Communist guidance, under the lead 
of Banama1i D~s , and their urge to defend t h eir homeland against the Jap 
invadore , they were turned away from looting. 
Party histpry . A true leader of thtl t)eople . '.~as co nvicted in the con-
spiracy case . Bec9me secret9ry of the Balasore District Committee after 
the secret ,ry's arrest in addition to his job a s District Secretqry of the 
Kisan Sabha. . .li:von while illegal he saved the people of Nilgiri f rom t he 
movement of sabot ,age and led them on to the path of national unity. One of 
the flowers of t he Party . A power ful mass mobi1iser. 'lie wanted to .. 1;n.' , 
entrust him with the taEk of organising the people ·of the native s t ates 
noted for their militancy for defence. The tracts being hilly a r e suit-
able tor purposes of defenceil 

GIRIDHARI PANDA 
gi r State jail . 

Arrested on 11. 8 . 42 by Nilgiri state. Det ained in Bol~ 

Reasons . The same as those of Comrade Banamal i Das in t h e 'unrest ' in t he 
state for food . 
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Party history: A p .m. since '38. Worked in state people's movements 
of Nilgiri and Dhenkanal . Is a good agitator. Was secr·etary to the 
Balasore Dist. Party Committee at the time of his arrest . 

6. Pruu~iATH PA~rAIK Arrested on 11.8.42. Detained. 
Reasons: The reasons fbr his arrest were that perhaps as leading 
congressman of the province and a congress M.L. A., his sympathy and 
possible support to the Congress movement were taken for granted. So he 
was arrested. 
Party history: A p .m. since '36. Was in the P.C. till 38. He was a 
leading Kisan Sabha worker. Was also working in the Congress . 

7. DURGA CH. 1~HANTI Arrested on 14.8.42. Detained. 
Reasons: As leader of the PSF he was actively engaged in the Party's 
and A.I.S.F.'a explanatory campaign against sabotage among students 
swayed away by the movement of Auguat. He along with other student 
comrades moved from mess to mess and hostel to hostel persuading students 
to desist from sabotage activities. Read out our resolution in a public 
meeting of students during these days. Still the Police arrested him 
as being ana ctive participator in the struggle. 
Party history: Connected with the P. since his school days. A p.m. 
since '39. A good agitator. Student leader in the Party. Very influen
tial among the stUdents. 

8. NARASINGH TRIPATHY Arrested on 14.8.42. Detained. 
Reasons: Same as above, except that he presided over the students 
meeting referred to above. 
Party history: Connected with P. since his school days. A p.m. since 
, 40. A good agi ta tor. Studen t leader. J!M!XxagJeatXJlU4I!nrtx:wwU:e%xXKx%.U 
p: 

9. SATYABADI MISRA Arrested on 14.8.42. Detained. 
Reasons: A worker of the labour movement at the time of his arrest. 
He played no role in the student movement at all. Was perhaps suspected 
of participating in student unrest. 
Party histor:'[: For long student worker in the P. Worked in the S.F. 
until he joined the labour movement as an active worker. A good agitator. 

1 O. SAILENDRA NATE M.AHAP ATRA Arrested on 14.8.42. Detained. 
Reasons: Same as that of No.7. 
Party history: Came to the ~arty from students movement. Is an old 
student leader. 

-~ 11. MANMOHAN MISRA Arrested on 14.8.42. Detained. 
Reasons: Same as above. 
Party histor:'[: Very reliable Party sympathiser. Was working in SF 
under Party guidance where he loyally worked out P. line. Was to have 
been xataken into P. He applied for tsxJXmRm Party membership in jail. 
We will take him into P. 

12. RAM CHANDRA RAM Arrested on 14.8.42. Detained. 
Reasons: I±* We don't know. 
Party history: A p.m. and old student worker. Was an agent for P.W. at 
time of arrest. 

1 3. SARAT CH. MAHANTY Arrested on Sept.42. Convicted to 22 months R.I. 
Reasons: Convicted on a charge of sabotage although he was absent from 
the province on the date of the incidents. 
Party history: Was a dock worker at Calcutta where he was in a P.cell. 
After underground days he came to Oris sa and worked in Kisan Sabha of' 
Cuttack district. 

1 4. PRANBANDHU AGASTI 
Reasons: Arrested by Nilgiri State and externed after a period of' 
imprisonment. 
Party history: 

j 

An old p.m. and Kisan Sabha worker. Worked in ~h. 8tate 

L~( 
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peoples movement and in the congress. 

1 5. ADHIKARI lAAILlNT I Arrested on 18th Octo.42. 

16. 

Reason.: Convicted to 1 year's R.I. on the absurd charge of shouting 
pro-Jap slogans in a public meeting at Salepur (cuttack). Actualbl 
he made an anti-Jap speech and won over two High school teachers from 
sabotage movement. Those two teachers were also arrested and detained 
for having organised the meeting for communist speakers. 
Party history: The most promising and able of those who joined the 
P. recently. It is mainly because of him and his work that lio sabotage 
activity was reported from salepore which was the Dist. Congress 
headquarters. 

NARSDiGR CR. D S Arrested on 21.8.42. Convicted to 3 months. 
Detained on expiry. 
Reasons: Convicted on a false charge of distributing congress bulletins 
in Balipatna thana of Puri Dist. As a congress worker of this area 
he was hated by ministerialist workers of the area. They got him 
arrested and convicted. 
Party history: A young congress worker, came over to the P after 
his disill~ionment with individual satyagraha movement of congress 
when he suffered imprisonment. Also an active whole time Kisan Sabha 
worker. 

11. BRAJA KISHORE PATNAIK Arrested on 12.8.42 . Detained by Athgarh state. 
Reasons: Was an old Prajamandal worker. Everybody, every connected 
with any public activity, was arrested in the state., as a "preventive" 
measure. We did not receive any reply to our letter to the state 
saying that patnaik was a communist and was opposted to sabotage . 
Party history: A p . m. since 42. Very influential among the shops' 
people . 

18. KUDANRAM Arrested on 15 . 8 . 42 . now detained. 
Reasons: Convicted for having presided over a meeting of protest 
against arrest of national leaders . Detained after expiry of term. 
Party history: Was a Kisan Sabha worker in Khurda (Puri) . Came to 
Party in 42 . 

19 . GAJENDRA N.i.l.TlI DIXIT Arrested on 21.1 . 43 . Undertrial . 
Reasons : Arrested for having shouted Inquilab Zindabad slogan in the 
Lenin Day procession at Bhadrak - so says ahe Police Officer. 
Party history : A young p.m. and Kisan Sabba worker . 

20 . RAM BARIK 21.1 . 43 . Undertri al . 
Reasons : Arrested for having observed Lenin Day on Jan . 21 at Ertal 
(Balasore) . 15 more P .M.' s too arrested that day . 

I 

Party history : Party ~ember . 

21 • B.AIDHAR JENA 21.1 . 43 . Undertrial . 
Reasons , Same as above . ~ 
Party hi.torYI Par ty member. 

22 . ARJUNI BEBER! ~rested on 21 . 1 . 43 . Undertrial . 
Reasons : Arres ted at Bhadrak in connection wi th Lenin Day ce le bra
tions on Jan . 21 . 
Party history : Party member . 

23 . DHANESWAR JENA Arrested on 22 . 8 . 42 . 
Reasons : Convicted on false charges of sabotage . 
Party history : A Kisan sabha worker of Cuttack district . Now he is 
a candidate for P. membership . 

24 . PRAHLAD JENA Arrested on 22 . 8 . 42 . 
Reasons : same as above . 
Party history : same as above 

25 . DUSASAI Ar rested on 22 . 8 . 42 . 
Reasons : same as above . 
Part y history : same as above . 
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JUDHISTIR Arrested on 22 .8.4a. 
Reasons: same as above. 
Party history: same as above. 

27. GOVn~D PANDA Arrested on 21.1.43. 
Reasons: Arrested for observing Lenin Day at Bhadrak. Six others 
were also arrested ons ame day. 
Party historl: A militant Kisan Sabha worker. Came to us from 
Congress movement of sabotage in Sept. last. 

28. ARJUN CR. MARAPATRA Arrested on 21.1.43. 
Reasons: Arrested mn connection with Lenin Day celebrations at 
Ertal. President of the d ayt s meeting. 
Partl history: An old congress worker now working in the Kisan Sabha 
under our guidance. 

~P:XxiWBYijtixiidixxi%Ditirixdxihhili 
One who works under Partl guidance and control and 

will be admitted shortl} into the P. 

29. PRANKRUSENA NAIK Arrested on 21.1.43. 
Reasons: On account of Leninday celebration~ at Ertal (Balasore). 
Partl history: A Party militant. 

30. GAYADHAR MAHAPATRA Arrested on 21.1.43. 
Reasons: same as above. 
Partl historl: same as above. 

31. SADHU CR. BAL Arrested on 21.1.43. 

32 • 

33. 

34. 

Reasons: same as above. 
Partl history: same as above . 

KRUPASINDHU PANDA 4.rrested on 21.1.43. 
ReaSnBs: same as above. 
Partl hiatory: same as above. 

BANCHHANIDRI MISRA Arrested on 21.1.43. 
Reasons: same as above • 
Partl history: same as above. 

UGRASENA LENKA Arrested on 21.1.43. 
Reasons: same as above. 
Partl histog: same as above. 

35. CHAITANYA MAHAPATRA ~rested on 21.1.43. 

36. 

Reasons: same as above • .. 
Party history: same as above. 

BENUDHAR lID BRAN J Arrested on 21.1.43. 
Reasons: same as above. 
Party historl: same as above. 

37. JOGINDRA SENAPATI Arrested on 21.1.43. 

38. 

Reasons: same as above. 
Partl historY: same as above . 

GANAPATI BAL Arrested on 21.1.43. 
Reasons: same as above. 
Partl historl: same as above. 

39. SANATAN MALIK Arrested on 21.1.43. 

40. 

41. 

Reasons: same as aoove. 
Party historl' same as above. 

BAIDHAR MISRA Arrested on 21.1.43. 
Reasons: same as above. 
Partl histog: same as above. 

CREMEI MAHAPATRA wanted. 
Reasons: same as above. 
Partl history: same as above. 
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(All the 16 arrests at Ertal on Lenin Day were effected by the same 
Police Officer of Basudebpur P.S. who was responsible for the Erum 
firing killing 160 and who warned our comrades against indulging in 
'foolish' things as anti-Jap movement). 

Besides this the following sympa thisers of ours who are supporters of 
Party POli~~ at the time of their arrest are also deta ined. 

42. PRANI PAL, President, PKS 

43. BIREN MITRA, Gen Secy, PSF and W.C. member AISF 

44. AMITAV MAHAPATRA, A prominent SF worker 

45. MOHAN DAB, A congress M.L.A. and old Kisan Sabha worker. Sided with 
us in all our struggles against the CSP leadership which has now turned F.C. 

,.( SPECIAL CATEGORY 
f • '" 

Besides all this, we are giving the name of the following Comrade who 
in the earlier days was pro-struggle, but afterwards realised his mistake 
and apologised to the Party. This comrade was nevertheless expelled from 
the Party. But in jail he is propagating the Party policy and combatting 
the 'struggle'. 

46. GOVIND MAHANTY Arrested 1.11.42. Detained. 
Reasons: Helped the struggle in the beginning; but towards the 
latter part began to disapprove of it. 
Party history; Was a P.M. Worked in the Congress. Apologised 
to the Party for having joined the anti-national "struggle". 
Nevertheless expelled from P. In jail, propagating the Party line, 



MEMO ON OUR POLB:1 ICAL-PRACTICAL ACTIVITY SDWE AUGUST 9 SUEMI 'l":FEm 

T.I:lE ORISSA PrlOYINCI.i:..L C0.MMITTEE 0]' T~ C01fw.llNI~il' Pb..rl.TY OF INDI A 

(Upto the middle of Januar y , 1943) 

Orissa is one of the threatened Provinces and our Party here is one of 
the youngest sections of the Communist Party of India. There is a comparat
ively strong Forward Bloc and Congress Socialist Party group work ing here. 
They see,m to go scotfree while the entire wrath of the Orissa Ministry is 
concentrated not against them, but against the foremost anti-Fascist fighters • 
The attit ude of the Orissa Ministry towards the Party after the August crisis 
passes all comprehension. All our middle cadres and a large part of our 
top cadres were summarily arrested and thrown into jail. The large maj
ority of them were detained without being given a chance to defend them
selves. On the student front, all our cadres were wiped out to a man. 

It is under such conditions that we have had to work out our policy 
during t his period of the crisis. 

EX..PLANATORY AND AGITATIONALC AMPAIGN. 

On the 1st of August we had issued a printed pamphlet where we explain
ed the People's War policy and gave a call to all patriots to desist from 
any movement that would weaken the defences of our land and strengthen only 
the Fascist enemy of our nation. From 10th. August we had arranged anti
Fasoist and Kisan Confer ences and meetings allover t he Province. A Kisan 
Conference and an anti-Fascist rally was scheduled for August 10 at Cuttack. 
We had asked all our comrades to come to Cuttack on August 9 which had been 

A ' fixed for the opening day of our legal Provincial Headquartersa 

The a~~st of the Congress leaders and the banning of the Congress came 
on August 9. Immediately, we took advantage of the presenoe of comrades 
from all localities at Cuttaok for the opening ceremony of our Provincial 
Party Headquarters. The slogans of our Party re. the "struggle", how our 
comrades should fight sabotage and anarchy and rally the people behind 
National Defence and National Unity, all this was explained to the comrades 
and they returned to their respeotive fields of work with new confidence. 

On the 10th. August we oould not have the mass rally and meeting at 
Cuttack. But we brought oui a cycl~ prooession with posters of National 
Defence and National Unity.. Our prooession and our slogans had a very 
good effect on the people of the town. 

Our student comrades immediately took up the t ask of explana tory cam
paign among the student masses against sabotage and indefinite strikes. lie 
approaohed all the pro-struggle leaders and argued out with t hem the dis
astrous result s thl:l. t Dxil would follow the "struggle". 

GOV RNMENT OBSTRUCTION 

In the meanwhile, feelings wer e rWUling high among t he stUdent masses. 
Exciting r eportu from l'atna were triokling down. Some Oriya studen t s 
who had been studying at pa tna oame down t o OL'issa and spread wild rumours. 
Under the circumstances, the provinciul Students' Feder l:l. tion held an open 
meeting of t he s tUdents. One 0 our oomrl:l.des was the Presi dent and our 
Resolution was pas sed unanimously protesting against the arrests of the 

national leaders and calling upon t he studen s to desist from sabotage and 
indefinit e strikes. The pro-struggl e elements were oompletely isolated. 
Dut immediately, for r~asons only known to them.elves, . the Government oame 
down upon us and arrested all our student comrades. 

This aotion of the Government aotually oame as a godsend to the pro
struggle student leaders. They oould do their work of inoitement an4 
sabotage and incend1ar1s. among the student ma •••• ~.red b,r ~ 
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patriot ic opposition . And they di d i t . There were student strikes . The 
action of t he authori t ies in lathi-chargi ng peace1ul student processions 
added fuel to fire and aggr avated the s ituation • 

. /0.rlK IN THE COUNTRYSIDE 

In the countryside , our comrades he ld small c l osed-door meetin",s of 
Kisans and r a llied them against sabo tage and anarchy . I n our s trongholds 
(Hilgiri in Balasor e District, Padmapur i n Cuttack, an~ the ahole of Khurd~ 
sub-division in Puri District), the pro-struggl e X2 element s utter ly failed 
to i nfluence t he people. I n some p l a ces they concentrated all their f ire 
agains t us and tried all means t o i s olate us from t he people, but our comrad 
everywhere were i n the midst of the angry people, and saved ~he si tu~tion 
and foiled t he saboteurs' game. This happened severa l times in Nilgiri 
where our int~rvention alone prevented dangerous clashes between infuriated 
crowds of people and t he police. Except big meetings on Kisan Day , nQ mass 
meetings could be possible during August and September. 

Wnil~ ING OVER CONGRESS PaTRIOTS 

From t he beginning of November, we definitely grained ground. We were 
successf ul in gettin~ at the few leading Congress workers left behind and 
weanin.Q" them away from the "struggle". In Balasore, 2 leading Congress 
workers were won over to our side. . Also 2 student leaders who took a lead-
ing part in the College strike. In Nilgiri state, the pro-struggle Praja-
mandaI workers were approached, convinced, and ultimately they came over to 
us. In Puri District, a number of Congress workers have definitely aband
oned "struggle" and become supporters of our Party policy of national defence 
and nat ional unity . 

LITERATURE CIRCULATION 

We reprinted leading Editorials of "People's War" (the Central Party 
organ) warning the people against sabotage and incendiarism and rallying 
them to t he path of national defence in ~leaflet form and distributed them 
widely. The Provincial Students' Federation under Communist lead issued an 
appeal to the students evokine their patriotic sentiments and calling upon 

them to leave the present path of national disruption and destruction. This 
appeal was very ~uccessful in preventing a student strike for the second time 

The success and effectiveness of our work can be gauged by the fact that 
while in August we were only selling 16 copies of "People's ar" (our Central 
Party organ), in Cuttack town, by January the sales have increased to 110 

in Cuttack alone. As for ")(ukthiyudd.ha.", (our weekly Provincial organ), 
we first were printing 50'0 copies, but within two weeks we had to double the 
number. To-day the demand for "Mukthiyuddha" excedds 2,0'0'0, only the 
shortage of paper hampers us. 

The followit:g table will show how many meetings, demonstrations and 
closed-door meetings were held and how many squads were brought out (to do 
an agitational campaign, against the "struggle" and for n ational defence and 
national unity) in different parts of the Province after August 9. In very 
few places have mass meetings been allowed. So we were mo s tly restricted 
i~ our work : tq closed-door group meetings and house-to-house individual 
propaganda. Our squads do such house-to-house individual propaganda. Each 
squad consists of about 5 or 6 comrades. 

PURl DISTRICT:- From Aubu s t till the end of the year. 16 mass meetings 
have been held in all. At the first meeting after August 9, which was 
held at Khurda, one of our KDm comrades Vfho was presiding was ~ested. 

In no other meetings have arrests been m~de in this district. In the same 
district the following number of group meetings have been . held. 
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August ••••••••••• 
September •••••••• 
October •••••••••• 
November ••••••••• 
December ••••••••• 

3 -
Group Meetings 

10 
15 
22 
48 
20 

,,\ . 

· ................ . · ................ . 
• ••••••••••••••••• 
• ••••••••••••••••• · ................ . 

~quads 

nil 
It 

" 
6 
6 

Cuttack District: From August upto the end of the year, 4 student me 
ings and 5 mass meetings have altogether been held. In August one public 
meeting was held in cuttack, protesting against the government ~olicy of 
repression and calling upon the people not to indulge in sabotage. In 
November, one public meeting was held on. the food issue, warning the people 
against food riots and anarchy and asking them to unite and seek a peaceful 
solution of the food problem. In December again, another meeting was held 
on the same issue and a People's Food Committee was formed representative 
of all sections of public opinion. Under the auspices of this C9mmittee 
mohalla and ward meetings are baking place at close intervals, and war d 
committees are being formed and functioned. Everywhere, the attempts of 
the Fifth Column to exploit the food situation to create riots and anarchy 
are being successfully foiled •. 

During this period, 50 closed-door meetings have been held in the 
countryside and 60 street corner meetings have been held in cuttack town 
alone by our squads. 

Balasore Distric1: After August 9 upto the end of Devember 5 public 
meetings were held. The number of group meetings are as follows:-

, August •••• 8 group meetings and house-to-house propaganda covering 
about 64 villageso 

September ••• 47 group meetings 
October ••••• 58 group meetings 
November •••• 30 group meetings 
December •••• 51 group meetings 

and 
and 
and 

houee-to-house propaganda 
4 squads 
4 squads 

Regular meetings are being held in the Banasima and Kasapa areas of 
the Nilgiri state. Every week patriotic propaganda squads, sometimes con
sisting of 20 comrades, are touring the villagea both in Bhadraksh sub
division of the Balasore District and in Nilgiri. All this despite the 
fact that in Nilgiri state, Comrade Banamali Das, our most popular and 
influential worker among the States' people, has been arrested and is in 
detention. 

ON THE FOOD ,It'RONT 

The Food si tuution has become very serious and is affecting all sect
ions of the people except of course the profiteers and the hoarders. Tnis 
has, to-day. become the , most fruitful soil for the Fifth Column to incite 
riots and looting and sap the people's morale. EVerywhere our comrades are 

' busy explaining to the people how food riots and looting will help only 
the Fifth Column and the Fascist invader and how all sections of the people 
should unite and seek a peaceful solution of the food problem. The People's 
Food Committee which we have formed in cuttack embraces all sections and 
parties of the people and is a firm bulwara against all Fifth Column 
attempts to exploit the Food situation for their own foul purposes. 

We are holding incessant meetings allover the Province explaining the 
Food Issue to the people and rallying them against the Fifth Column and pro~ 
struggle elements. In Chandka Thana alone, during one week in December, 7 
village meetings and 2 somewhat bigger meetings were held by us. 

Here is a concrete example of what the work of our Party to-day on the 
Food front actually means. Towards the end of necember 1942, a hoarder in 
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Puri District was regularly exporting a large number of bags of rice while 
. the people of the District were starving. At Chahdka (Puri District). 
proper, a crowd of starving people got hold of the exporter. There was a 
big tussle between the 2 parties and the infuriated people were on the verge 
of mass lootjng. The situation would have let loose unbridled anarchy 
and civil war throughout the District. Our comrades, Sadhu Charan ~ahanti 
and Niranjan, rushed to the place & immediately they heard the news , inter
vened between the merohants and the angry orowds, explained to the merchants 
the people 's necessity and got the whole amount sold there to the people 
at the controlled rate. A most dangerous explosion which would have given 
the Fifth Column the biggest chance of their lifetime, was thus averted. 
Such cases have been reported from other places too. 

Here is a further example of our comrades' practical activity in stop
ping sabotage and incendiarism. this time from the student front. In 
Ravenshaw College, the only First Grade College in the Province, the sab
oteurs tried to call a strike just before Christmas. The student masses 
had been thoroughly demoralised, the authorities had flouted the students' 
demands and struck at all their elementary rights . The student masses were 
in a mood to listen to any pro-struggle inciter. The Forward Bloc elements 
in alliance with a few misguided patriotic students gave the slogan of 
burninR: the College office. "Do not listen to the Communist". this was 
their advice to all the student masses . The Communist students brought out 
~ leaflets exposing the game of the saboteurs, moved from hostel to hostel, 
held group meetings, approached the patriotic students individually. 
Throu,csh this whirlwind campaign, our comrades, were able to foil the J!'ifth 
Column game successfully, despite the filthy slander campaign carried on 
by them against our Party • 

.---------
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we have conducted ever since August 9 in order to rouse the people's 
ax.x self-coafidence to resist the invaders and to win National Gove 
means we have succeeded in pr~venting workers' strikes and prolonged 
prevented clashes with the poHca, and a.t the same time strengthened 
morale, s trengthenint,; it agains t the G overnmen t re pres s ion C;1,nd the sub t 
umnist propaganda. On August 10 following the arrest of our national 1 
procession of workers, students andmiddl-class elements that we conduc 
culminating in a big mass meeting which demanded the re'lease of the Congre 
prevented the people from being used by the struggle wallas . This has 
numerous other places, and not once but many time.~ For example, on the 
Jayanti occasion, we adopted this method ve.ry effectively i~ Palghat and 
It was, in fact, not the blind repression of the police but our political 

". ' - among the people tnut has led to the ~ailure of the Civil Disobedience 
Kerala. Mass meetings and processions have been of the uttermost 
in tnis reSI)ect. 

]' m the Unity Week onwards, very many meetings and' processions have 
ducted in Malabar. Chirakkal Taluk alone conducted 8 processions and 1085 
and got 65,000 people to participaLe in these, this during Unity Week alone. 
haven't got complete reports from other taluka,s.. Ernad, duriIl6 the Unity 
41 meetings, 3,250 people participating; in Ponnani 38 meetings, 3,500 pe 
icipating. Meetings praying to the Madras Governor to exercise clemel1cy 
yur comrades condemned to death; meetings asking the Viceroy to prmvide . 
for Rajaji to meet Gandhiji; countless price-con:trol meetings; numel'OUS 
to the local Tahsildars and Revenue Inspectors and sub-Collectors and the 
of Malabar himself - all this has helped to keep up tne people's moral~ and to 

·~ their face against sabotage • 
• 4. GROUP TALKS, BAITJ:iAK MEE1'INGS, MASS ctAsSES. These 







I 

, Before August 9. Some of our leaders were released, warrants against 
withdrawn, but some of OlAr best agitators and propagandists (Corns. A.K.Q.opa 
roth, Kunhiraman Nair, K.Damodaran, K.P.Gopalan, E.p.Gopalan) were either in 

undergrouilld.. All the comrades convicted in the two Sept: 15 cases (Morazha 
tanur) and the Xayyur comrades were still in jail or unde~grouDd. The 
refused to lift the ban on the All-Malabar Peasants' Union and its branches 
been imposed in April, 1941. Students and teachers oarrying on anti-Jap 
were threatened by officials of the Education Department; some were actually 
The District Magistrate was taking too long a time to give us facilities for b 
out our weekly ~aper~ u:iia:Ul.g 81 though such facilities were given in other prov 

I 

.ARRESTS SINCE AUGU3T 9. In Kurumbranad and Kasaragod Taluks, our comrades 
arrested for sabotage - a patently absurd and untenable charge. In Kuruabranad, 

r was arrested i"or nuisance. 

In Walluvanad, our Taluk Secretary was arrested. 

In the same Taluk, a group of anti-Jap volunteers, doing anti-sabotage 
propacanda work, were beaten up by a pulice party. on~e comrade was arrested at ott-.. 
apalam for nuisance. 

In Ponnani Taluk, 3 comrades doing anti-proflbteering and anti-looting propaganda 
were charged with "preaching no-tax campaign". 

In Palghat, comrades undergoing ARP training were arrested and after some time 
released. 

M.S.P. The malabar Special Police was sent to Kasargode, Chirakkal and Kurum-
branad Taluks. They raided Peasants' Union offices, beat up our comrades, threatened 
peasants who gave contributions to our Party :Bund. 

SEC. 144. 
we are not able 
jatha was going 
national unity. 

'W'-

Orders under Sec. 144 have been pro~ulgated in S.canara Dt. where 
to hold public meetings or organise proQessions. This was done While a ' 
about the whole Taluk preachine the message of anti-sabotage and 

The jatha had to disperse *n the middle. 

ACTIOll .ll.GaLi::>'.r ~'.i.'Uj;)E1HS • Communist students have been victims of educational 
,uthori ties. Action has been taken ,a;:,'ainst communist student, leaders like Govindan
Kutty at Kumaranalloor (Ponnanl Taluk), O.M.S.Namboodiripad, Palghat. 

v REASON~) ~'OH 'l'll!;;) . Officials who are bostile ~~irlat us are of 3 types. 

~ 1. Those who are definitely pro-Jape To this class belol~s M.Govinda Menon, 
C.I.D. Circle lns,ector, Calicut, and P.T.Krishna Menon, Police Cirole Inspeotor, 
Tellicherry. They have cordial relations with Fifth Column" they belive that 

are going to win. 

it. 
2. Those who a.re not ~ro-Jap but do not want us to grow strong ii tl'ley 

To this class belongs the Collector and a majority 01 the subordinate 

3. Those Who are against us beoause we expose their oorruption 
people against them. 

class is not to arrest us but to help the 
our offices, awnxtiaSzx create disturbances 
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TRAV.ANCOi:tE 

Calicut, 6.1.43 

1. Meetings are not allowed 
2. Almost all our important workers have been arrested both before 

August 9th. 

3. 
ular Food 

a).Detention also 
b) Many of our comrades have been proceeded against for various 

and cases are pending. 
Our representative was told that the Government would co-operate 
Committees and consider the question of rel€asing our comrades. 

; are continuing. 

.' ernmeI\ts 
5. 
6. 

threats 

Government is far more strongly anti-Communist than the British 
who have a desire to win the war. 

No press will print' anything for us because oi' the fear of the 
Police are carrying on anti-Communist propaganda. Complaints 

and intimidations are unheeded. 
7. Pro-fascist sentiments are rampant. 
8. We are demanding release of Communists, Civil liberties for holding 

etc. for strengtheninG defence. also intervention by the India Government. 

1 • 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
1. 
8. 
9. 

10. 

M..N.Govindan Nair (case is pending) 
P.T.Punnuse (detention) 
P.Jeevanandam ) 
C.P.Blango ) 1* years each for speeches 
Karunakaran 1i years for spe8ch 
Jo~eph Thelli (de tention) 
Varghese Vaidyan (detention) 
Puthuppilli .Ragh~va~ ( d~') ten ti.o}}) 
Sadasivan ) Pollee ' ."la rape "Il ca c! e agains t 
Kesavun ) the case is pendinG. 
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!.~,~:O or POIJITIGAL-P:~ ';TICAL ACTIVITlES 
Su'3JrrT'Itln BY T'r!3 PUNJ AB ,OM ' ITTi~ OF 
'lm COB': UN 1ST P A TY 0 F TIID IA 

8th ,tfeb . 9s,3 

• 

In e very d'lD t rict we have he l d ;iant kis< 11 c onferences to ·.10~n people a./a.~' 
1'1'01'1 peo-JL.p , prO- :JHbot'l.ge uc ti vi ties t o OU I' line 0 f anti-~a::; c ist (J lII'u::;.:;le f or 
f r93don . 

A compr-tdson 0 f :;c 1 ·33 of Par tr ~<.I.)ern in the Punj~b in • U 'U'1t and Deccrnbe r 
snO'7<;J a t hree-fold incI'e-.oo . "Pe o)le ' s /ur" se. l e t'-1rOllsh t.!.r;enJ.;n jUll)cd from 200 
to 920 , '~qaumi Jang" (Udu edition of "Pe ople ' s aI''' ) . r om 200 t o 530 . 

lt8Cr"llHment fi -':lAros went up by 50 , 000 to 70 , 000 . 

\le sll cceeded in c.l'}ckin'" th'J ro:rowin('; rlemorali3 (tion in tJle .J£m.Y by pr-op -
-;'l.nc!:1. .1'1011(; Go1diers on la'we in the Punhb . '10_ c'1:)Cli:3d \:o';,'ld- t~_ 
de~F:J. HadG them oti cl: to tl1ei r ")osts . 

i 

Je Vlere t 1l0 only P'J. r ty 'lho spoke (t,::;u':l1st oa'bot:J.I;;~ at a tint) when even t:13 
Uniol1iot1 dared not tnlk a;;;:tinst the " otruf~·..:;le ". 

At Guru-ka-3a~h ''I\~ :1e11 three n1e tinGG at the ::.l~~ple place \!hel" the )l10 _ 

n .ooi;:t'-e ell3'lel1ts heln t'1eir meetins:;s . t one of the Ille tin;jlJ , our opponents 
c .Me 'dth kirpr>ns Rn" tnl;:was to be t llS , but '.!Ie held our O"In , L.)()Ct.u:;e 'Ie c ould 
c mvincG ~ho people . ~:'l an 0-''; ler moetin'~ a paid Fi fth 'Jolunll1 'IUS 0xci tin,; the 
"uc.irmco to c It line'" <t.1d wire') , etc., l ud in front of him u. Pt'ovil:cial Com ittee 
T\1,ruber \'Ian cx)lainin; t he P' r~y line. r }O 110 we [' d iSS'll'ldcd ft ' OUl do irt; ;: ny 

• s.but ..... 0 , the Fifth ,olumn ...,as isolate', !:.t.rre t~d , sentenced but c"ne out ~ft~c 
~polo',';i Sil1f;. 

BAS _ : _'. At Baourl:e, 
pl'o- sabot'lg0I'r' h',c. npoken. 
e t'ly 'on6 a'.m.y f r ODl \.1 G. 

;>3 held a Conft:H''1nee on the S'mle s~ r"o f rom whic h 
')!)ult , ''Ie e0l1vinc3d a 1)10.00 of ki8;n.., ;-rho had i'Ol'rJ-

IJUD9'IA1,TA. At a C 'Bfer neo at Guj j a. ' Jf.t.l, .'0 held un open discuo::;ion in the 
Conference on " otrugn;le or no s".irU3G e". e carried the po )ple \,ith ue . ':10 

x o- otru . )~e element:. had to ot '~a ). ·'al k- ollt . 

One Kali , haran , 11 For J:.:I.rd Bloci~jt tl'i ci to or "1J.nioe the tJ6o')le for oflbbt( '~e 
0' r 'I:.Ql' lmrs ex)ooad him , by pa1;iont eXl.Jlanution f~mon~ the peo le o He \1& cOn1pslJ.
cd to come out in the open to G ~k arroot, BG he found be could cut no ice . 

. In IJudhiH'nu i trio"'. , a. f a 'I Sikhs c 01 prim d wi tl1 e 
'~nis s· bot' ,",;0 . Our ']orksr-'1 tent frolTfvilln~e to vil1 ge , exponil'l,.) t ,ei~ t Cti C3 
tnd '!a ninl,; th pt'lO le a\7 y fro!' c tbot ~e . R:3oult , theoa men 101· .... icolated 

nrJ{l ev ntuully arr ,;qd at ~ llerkotlH. 

FJ'!:lOZ·;pO...!....!. rou~h:\ Conf l' n e e a J
.,; J uh rehak , 

1't'0111 rJ ,bot u9 and ela fented th propu(5 nch~ 0 f pro-stru' 'is 
t B YillH~J~ with c~oh. :OG , th c utr f tho Con • a~ 
1.UC ";be pro- otru ; ~L le onts eli \'JEH' isar £ld . 

Hotb dfl 
Our 

It OQ, mOY3r.10J t . 
their influen c s 

meetin~3 in 

At SHANKAR, the Ak' lit'! held pro-s .bot·tge oonferenco. next day we 
held Kiaan Conference w·th I1n audience of 20,000 a nd conY neod t he people 

Vte held (~onrerane .., at ~UTHDA ( Rth Au p,u t) , It. (9th August) and 
KAl,A SANGHA BAHAK (11tb AUguat). At Kha.n Kh no. on th~ ~th Au PiUflt, we had to 
i 'l ce 10.000 peo Ql e . nc pro-otrll~)t;;lo el o ont o \'Jet's co palled to como out ahllrpl 
~ :ppan G~d t T'l9 rage'; ~1~ '"'flO .. l~ ~ (' 
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H:~El.inGt JaPl:tn und the Fnocist"' . 'l'hey ~~.l:Jo ueclarod they wore anti-nabota-eo . 

In DAlY'·A, a ;:1'OU) of youn:; men were pt'oparin~; to ramovo fioh- platee: b.nd 
cU'c the Ii. 8 , our comr::.tdos sll r. ceeded in disnuadins them. 

':"''..EY coldiers on le<Nve \'!ho planned dOD ,,1'tion Vlece pel's 
to the A.,r"1"{ and fi,;11-(; for theil' Fothel'lqnd t iJ defence . 

return tr~ 

The J!"ifth ColuDln have roaorted to iO:3 lin > f~ let-e':'fl amI Ie ... ·le .lG"; , pur
po t'tillg "vo be fl~orl UG , in order to m<.li .... n us. 

At LA I '. ,.~, to th Pudy HC·:1.dqu'rterfl, co J'3 Con~rcssn on fl'O~l 11 over ..I.;ho 
province to ni"cuGlJ '7i th us our line . re hav~ sot )roni:JeEi from m 11y t.mt they 
tlOuld fight oa1)ota -e, aft91' \7e hac1 cOllvinc"ld them of our unti - s'l.')o"Ge 0 line . 

r ee l'1O.in c 11'i tORr 

• ':olC ntly a ne I otriko \lave 11 g broken out. At Ly'llpul' fot' t,iO mOll";l:Uh 
~eryi..J;he ",ego wo~k":r'l 0 f the L'{.I.J.:).E.!d£.....:roYtile l'.:ills at ,lork, 'n .J:lpi te 0 f 
Pl'DvocptiQl1 by the li'ifth Column an _the 111illormero . Ih9n a.t laot th0 r;trike 
h'ld to ba o.ecL .. x'1d, \1e :::;troY) bard to end it throur:h ne otiations, but t:1e 
ntU ~udo 0 f the ove rn'len".;, , uhich openly declared tha.t it la on the Gide of 
th'3 Im 0711131'0 , Dl' e van'ced an ear' Y GattI 'lent . But; t :; lS entirely 'uoc .twa 

of our influence that :?l'oduction Taz l~eou~ J''l men it was . 

At }.rr-:r'; tsur, '/ih'.) ei1tir13 Texti' e } ill orke..!'~J popul'lt i on 1'l0 ld h' Y.£ come 
EllJ....9.!l...f_tdko, ad w~ not been ther to prevont this . Only t.2'2-l;.,Llfl.....l"1:~_Q.,'l 
E.txi).e , [-md onlv t ll~_oJrr...illorta wet ~ tl.p' e l2......~u(lde w.Q.rker.£...p.Ejire .i2. 
.... Q )ack ;n time . 

Stldonto 

Ano' th'.) coller; openod , iTO 9~r n a ... oriOUlJ c'mpai n JliO prt-lvont student::; 
fro] oin£, out for r. Jot e Jork. L'l evory collerr., 1 vlora met lith the 
"tron£': opposition o~ pro-strug ~o leadere , /10 uood every poosihla me no to 
k ep us out of the CD 1 egea, ,often l' orting l)h: to phyoical violence. 

t.o- day 
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NE DELHI, 22nd March 1943. 

Dear Mr, J oshl , 
Many thanks tor your personal letter of the 15th 

March . with 'hich you enolosed your Memo.o! the same date on 

behalf of your party together w1th 1ts enclosures . You '111 

understand that It wlll take me some t1me to go through 

these ' papers, more espec1ally as the Assembly session has 

not yet ended, but I shall as soon as poss1ble give 

them ., my caretul attent1on. It there are any matters 

needing olarit1cation I w111 let you kno as you suggest. 

In the meanwh11e I see from 'your letter that you have taken 

note or what Mr . Mackenzle told you amut the suspic10n 

aroused by the att1tude or your party to~ards the Congress I 

and that you ould be prepared to send me a turther explana-
j 

tory memo. on th1s subject. Ir ,You would like to do so 1t ~-J 

m1ght ~elp me towards a correct apprec1at1on ot certain 

po1nts 1n your general memo . 1n wh1ch I see that you have 

mentioned as part or your plan ot work the campa1gn tor the 

release or Gandh1 and the congress leaders. ut I must lea~ 
~ 
! 

it to you to dec1de whether there 1s anyth1ng more that yo 
would w1sh me to ,know on th1s subject. 

1th thanks once more tor the trouble you have 

to supply me ~lth these documents, 
"Yours s1ncerely, 

Mr . P.C. Josh1, • 
1908, ~hetwad1 ~81n Road, Bombay 4. 

1L17 
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